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PREFACE 


The present edition of the Arabian Nights consists 
of a' selection of the stories of the'^Thousand and One 
Nights, simplified and in places abridged for Indian 
students. The original stories contain many repetitions 
and digressions which are. (apt to lessen^ the reader’s 
interest and have therefore been omitted in the present 
edition. In simplifying the text the aim has been, 
while preserving the spirit of theloriginal, to provide a 
scries of interesting stories, which with the help of the 
notes given will be simple enough for a High School 
Indian student to follow without difficulty and at the 
same time will increase his knowledge of English 
idiom. 

The notes at the end of the book contain also infor- 
mation on historical and sevei’nl I’eferences in the text. 

\ 

y. A. S. STOW. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Arahlan Isights' Entcrtainvicnts, or The Thoiisa’nd and 
One Nights, as they are sometimes called, are a collection of 
Eastern stories, the origin of which is \inknown but which were 
probably gathered into their present form by an unknown 
Egyptian in the first half of the 13th century, though some would 
put the date later to the 16th century. Many of the stories had 
probably been current for several centuries and had been handed 
down orally from story-teller to story-teller before they were 
written down, and though they were first written down in Arabic 
and the customs' and civilisation portrayed in them are chiefly 
Arabian of the period of the Arabian Caliphate, some of the stories 
had their origin in other countries especially in India and Persia, 
and several of them are similar to European folk-tales. The two 
talcs, which are perhaps the best known, Aladdin and Ali Baba, * 
are later additions to the original collection 

The Arabian Nights were unknown to Europe till they were ■ 
Iracslatcd by the French scholar, Galland; in the beginning of the 
ISth century, and most of them wore so unlike anything previ- 
ously known that they were at first supposed to be the invention 
of Galland and not a translation of an Arab book. When it was 
at last confirmed that Galland’f. work was really a translation, 
his example was followed by others, and various other translations 
appeared, of which that of Lane, published in 1810, is still 
considered by many judges the best. The stories of The Thousand 
and One Nights which arc of numerous and various typc.s, and 
of which only a few are widely known, are connected into one 
whole by the following tale : — 

ifivny years ago there was a Persian king named Shariar. 
lie belonged lo Uic famous Sassanian dynasty which extended 
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its power over nearly tlio wliolo of western. Asia to the bordera 
of India. This king bad a Queen whom ho loved dearly and 
■who loved him in return. But one day, finding that his Queen 
nb longer loved him and that she even hated him, ho bocarao 
60 angry that he ordered hia Grand Vizier to have her strangled. 
This Tcngeonco did not, however, satisfy the king. Owing to tho 
behaviour of his Queen he now hated the whole female ses so 
bitterly that ho determined in future to kill any lady, whom ho 
married, on the morning following the marriage. Having made 
this resolution bo ordered his Grand Vizier to seek for him a 
wife. The Vizier had two daughters of ■whom tho elder was 
named Sheherazade and tho younger Dinarzade. While tho 
latter was beautiful and accomplished, the former was not only 
remarkable for her beauty, wit, and learning, but she possessed 
a degree of courage beyond her sen. Moreover her memory was 
such that she never forgot anything that she read or heard. 
Learning s! the king’s resolve, Sheherazade one day said to her 
father, ‘ My father, I wish to put a atop to the cruel purposes of the 
Sultan, and I ask yon therefore to marry me to him.’ Hearing 
these words the Vizier thought that his daughter bad lost her 
senses, hut, finding that no argument could turn her from her 
purpose and thinking perhaps that she had some clover plan 
by which to save herself, he informed the Sultan that his daughter 
sought the honour of marrying him. The Sultan was as astonished 
as his Vizier had been, but he accepted the offer, adding that the 
Vizier must have no hope that his daughter would be spared 
death the day after her marriage. When the Vizier informed hia ' 
daughter that the Sultan was willing to marry her, she was glad 
and thanked him for doing her such great kindness, and observ- 
ing him to he much distressed, she consoled him by saying that 
so far from regretting her marriage with the Saltan ho would, 
she hoped, rejoice over it for the remainder of his life. 
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She now prepared herself to appear before the Sultan ; 'but 
before she went to the palace, she called her sister, Dinarzade, 
aside, and said, “ I am in great want of your assistance, my dear 
sister, in a very important affair ; and I hope you will not refuse 
me. My father is going to conduct me to the palace to be married’ 
to the Sultan. Do not let this news alarm you, but attend 
rather to what I say. As soon as I shall have presented myself 
before the Sultan, I shall entreat him to allow you to sleep in a^ 
chamber close to ours. If I obtain this favour, as I expect, 
remember to awaken me to-morrow morning an hour before day- 
break, and address some such words as these to -me : \ If you 

are not asleep, my sister, I beg of you, till the morning appears, 
to recount to me one of those delightful stories you know.’ I 
will immediately begin to tell one ; and I am confident that by 
these means I shall free the kingdom from the consternation in 
which it is thrown by the cruel resolutiou of the Sultan.” 
Dinarzade promised to do with pleasure what she required. -The 
Sultan, when Sheherazade was presented to him, was charmed 
with her beauty, and readily agreed to her wish reapeotiug 
DiUarzade, who, having awoke an hour before day, did not fail 
to do what her sister had ordered her. ' My dear sister ’, she said, 

‘ if you are not asleep, I entreat you, as it will soon be light, to 
relate to me one of those delightful tales you know. It will,' alas, 
be the last time I shall receive that pleasure.’ 

Instead of returning any answer to her sister, Sheherazade 
addressed these words to the Sultan' : Wdl your majesty 
permit me t6 indulge my sister in her request ? ' ‘ Gladly’, 

replied he. Sheherazade then desired her sister to attend and, 
addressing herself to the Sultan, began to relate a story. 

The story was unfinished by the time the Saltan had to rise 
and ho was so interested with it and so anxious to hear the end 
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of it that he consenfecl to spare her life to the next night- Ihe 
next night an hour before clay-break the story was completed 
and another begun which was left nneompleted, and the Sultan 
spared Sheherazade’s life another day for the same reason as 
heforc. In this manner Sbehcrazade preserved her life for a 
thousand and one nights, and the Sultan bad begun to repent of 
his vow to kill her. During the period she bad been his wife she 
had borne him three sons, and when she had at la't ended her tales, 
she kissed the ground before bim and begged bim to grant her 
one request. Tbe Sultan said * Reqttest, thou sliall receive, 
and thereupon she sent for her three sons, and the nurses brought 
them. One of them walked, and one crawled, and one was at the 
breast. Then Sbeberazade said, * Sire,' these arc tby children, 
and I request of tbeelbat thou spare my life ns a favour to these 
infants, for if thou sloy me, they will he without a mother and 
none among women will rear them so well as I.’ And thereupon 
the Sultan iwept, and pressing his children to his bosom, said 
' 0 Shcherazade, I pardoned thee before tbe coming of these 
children because I saw thee to be chaste and witty.' So 
Sbeberazade was pardoned. By her bravery and wjt she had 
^ saved the lives of countless innocent maidens, and there was 
rejoicing throughout the city when it was known that she was 
not to be slain. 


A few of tbe tales told by Sbeberazade during the thousand 
and one nights are related in the following pag^. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE STORY OF THE MERCHA.HT AND THE GENIUS 

There was formerly a merchant, who possessed great wealtk 
in land, merchandise, and ready money. Having one day an 
affair of great importance to settle at a cousider.iblo distance 
from home, he mounted his horse, and with only a sort of cloak- 
bag behind him, in which he had put a few biscuits and dates, 
be began his journey. This provision was absolutely necessary 
as he was obliged to pass over a desert, where it was impossible 
to procure any kind of food. Ho arrived without any accident 
at the place of his destination ; and having finished his business 
he set out on his return. 

On the fourth day of his journey, he felt himself so wearied 
by the sun and the heated surface of the earth, that he turned 
out of his path, in order to rest and refresh himself under some 
trees, which he saw at a distance. At the foot of a large walnut- 
tree he perceived a very transparent and cool fountain. He 
immediately alighted, and tying his horse to a branch of the 
tree, sat down on its bank, having first taken some biscuits and 
dates from his little store. While he was thus satisfying his 
hanger, he amused himself with throwing about the stones of 
the fruit with considerable force. When he had finished his 
frugal repast, he washed his hands, his face, and his feet, and 
repealed a prayer, like a good JIussalmnn. He had hardly made 
an end, and was still on his knees, when he saw a Genius, white 
with age, and of an enormous stature, advancing towards him, 
with a scimitar in his hand : as soon as he was close to him, he 
said, in a most terrible tone : ' Get up, that I may kill thee with 

this .scimitar, as thou hast caused the death of my son.’ He 
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accompanied these words with a dreadful yell. The merchant 
alarmed by the horrible figure of this monster, ns well ns by 
the words he beard, replied in trembling accents ; ‘ Of what 

crime, my good lord, alas, can I have l)eeu guilty towards you. 
to deserve the loss of life ? ’ ‘I have sworn to kill thee as thou 
hast slain my son,’ ‘ tVhal ! ’ answered the merchant, ‘ how 
can I have slain him ? I do not know him,' nor have I ever seen 
him.’ ‘ Didst thou not,’ replied the monster, ‘ on thine arrival 
here, sit down, and take some dates from thy wallet; and, after, 
eating them, didst thou not throw the stones about on all sides 
‘ This is all true,’ replied the merchant ; ‘ I do not deny it.' 

‘ IVell, then,’ said the other, ‘ I tell thee thou hast killed my son ' 
for while tbon wast throwing about the stones, my son passed ' 
by ; one of them struck him in the eye and caused his death, 
and thus hast thou slain my son.’ ‘ Ab, sire, forgive mo,’ cried 
the merchant. \ ‘ I have neither forgiveness nor mercy,’ added 
the monster ;‘^and is it not jnst that he who has inflicted death 
should suffer it ? ’ At these words, he took the merchant in his 
arms, and having thrown him with his face on the ground, he 
lifted up his scimitar in order to strike oli his head. When the- 
merchant perceived that the Genius was about to execute his 
purpose, he cried aloud, ’ One word more, I entreat yon ; have 
the goodness to grant me a little delay : give me only time to 
■go and take leave of my wife and children, and divide my estates 
among them, as I have not yet made my will ; and when I have 
done this, I promise to return "to this spot, and submit myself, 
entirely to your pleasuve.’ ‘But if I grant you the ijespite you 
demand ’, replied the Genius, ‘ I fear you will not return.’ ‘ If 
•..V oath will assure you of it,’ added the merchant, * I swear that 
I will not fail to repair hither.’ ' W’hatlength of time do you ' 
require ? said the Genius. ’ It will take me a full year to-arrange 
e^ery thing and enable me to hear with composure, the loss of 
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life. I therefore promise 'yon that yon shall find me to-morrow 
twelve month, .imder these trees, waiting to deliver myself into 
your hands.' ‘ Take Heaven to witness of the promise thou hast 
made mo,’ said the other. ' Again I swear,’ replied he ; * and 
you may rely on my oath.’ On this, the Genius left him near 
the fountain and immediately disappeared. 

The merchant, having recovered from his fright, mounted his 
horse, and continued his journey. When he arrived homo, his 
wife and family received him with signs of the greatest joy ; 
but instead of returning their embraces, he wept so bitterly that 
they supposed something very extraordinary had happened. 
His wife inquired the cause of his tears and of that grief which 
appeared so violent. ‘ Alas ! ’ he said how should I feel other 
than sad, when I have only a year to live ? ’ He then related 
to them what had passed, and that he had given his word to 
return at the end of a year to receive his death. 

When they heard this melancholy tale, they were in despair. 
The wife uttered the most lamentable groans, tearing her hair, 
and heating her breast ; the children made the house resound 
with their grief ; while the father, overcome by affection, mingled 
his tears with theirs. 

The year soon passed away and he was compelled to depart. 
Ho took in his wallet the garment he wished to be buried in ; 
but when he attempted to take leave of his wife and children, 
his grief quite overcame him. But ho snatched himself away 
from them and set out. He arrived at the destined spot, on the 
very day he had promised. He got off his horse and seating 
himself by the side of the fountain, be awaited the arrival of the 
Genius. 

While he was kept in this cruel suspense, there appeared an 
old man leading a hind, who came near to him. Having saluted each 
other, the old man said, ‘ May I ask of you, brother, what brought 



4 


THE ARABIAN NIGHTS 

you to tbis desert place, wbich. is so full of evil Genii that there 
is DO safety ? From the appearance of these trees, one might 
suppose it was inhabited ; but it is, m fact, a solitude, where it is 
dangerous to stay long.' 

The merchant satisGed the old man’s curiosity, and related 
bis adventure.- He listened with astonishment to the account and, 
having heard it, he said, ‘ Surely nothing in the world can be 
more surprising ! and you have kept your oath inviolable! lu 
truth, I should like to be a witness to your interview with the 
Genius.' Having said this, he sat down near the merchant, and 
while they were talking, another old man, followed by two black 
dogs, came in sight. As soon as he was near enough, he saluted 
them, and inquired the reason of their stay in that place. The 
Grstold man related the adventure of the merchant exactly as he 
bad told it ; and added that this was the appointed day, and 
that he was therefore determined to remain, in order to see the 
event. 

The second old man, thinking it also very curious, resolved to 
do the same ; and sitting down, joined in the conversation. He 
had hardly done so, when a third arrived, and addressing himself 
to the other two, asked why the merchant, who was with them, 
appeared so melancholy. They related the cause, which seemed 
to him so wonderful, that he also resolved to be a witness of what 
passed between the Genius and the merchant. He therefore sat 
down with them for this purpose. 

Soon they perceived towards the plain a thick vaponr, like a 
column of dust raised by tho wind. This vaponr approached 
them, and then it .suddenly disappeared, and they saw the Genius, 
ho, without noticing thenr, went towards the merchant with his 
"itarin hLs hand ; and taking him by the arm, ‘ Get up,’ .said 
‘ that I may kill thee, as thou hast slain my son.* Both the 
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|'■3^^erchant and the three old mea were struck with terror ; they 
legan to weep and fill the air with their lamentations. 

When the old man, who conducted the hind, saw the Genius 
ly hold of the merchant, and prepare to murder him without 
lercy, he threw himself at the monster’s feet, and kissing them, 
aid, ‘ Prince of the Genii, I humbly entreat you to suspend your 
age, and do me the favour to listen to me. I wish to relate my 
wn history, and that of the hind which you see ; and if you find 
; more wonderful and snrprtsmg tlian the adventure of this 
jerchaut, whoso life you wish to take, may I not hope that you 
rill at least remit a third part of the punishment of this unfor- 
unate man ?’ After meditating sometime, the Genius answered 
Well, then, I agree to it.’ 

THE HISTORY OF THE FIRST OLD MAN AND THE HIND, 

‘ I am now going,’ said he, ‘ to begin my tale, and I request your 
ttention. The hind, whom you see here, is my cousin ; .nay, 
nore, she is my wife. When I married her, she was only twelve 
ears old, and she ought, therefore, not only to look upon me as 
er relation and husband, 'out even as her father.’ 

We lived together thirty years without having any children ; 
his, however, did not lessen my kindness and regard. Still my 
esire of offspring was so great, that for this purpose, and for this 
nly, I purchased a female slave, who had a son of great promise, 
loon after ray wife became infected with jealousy, and 
onsequently took a great aversion to both mother and child ; yet 
he so well concealed her eentiinents that I became, acquainted 
rith them, alas, too late. 

In the meantime my sou grow up , and he was about ten years 
Id when I was obliged to miko a journey. I recommended both 
he slave and the child to my wife before my departure, as I had 
;0 distrust of her ; and prayed her to take great cafe of them dur- 
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jrg rny nJispnc^’, tvliich would ucl l>i' Disn^S 

tbifi limp, nbf endi\W)UTi'ti tu Bal!!»{y bnf bnlr.’d- ^'bo fippb' " 
hcr-x^Hto tbc t'tudy of iiiapr ; and when fdo’ ft’ifiirfpnl'f 
fibillod in tbnt diabolical nrt nbccbangtd my mn intan calf 
the slave into a C!m', and pent them bath to my 
tbnt nbe bad jnal \xiu«bt thrin. 

ImtrK!dia‘ely <»n my ndnnt, 1 imjiiircd nfior my cbild and b' 
molbcr. * Yoac slave ia devl,' said svbe, * and it bv now a* '* 
than two months Binco I liisvc belie Id jour pon : nor do I 
vvbal is become of bim.' I was aensibly aflectcd at tbo deaths 
tboplave ; but as my pon bad only di'-apjvea.rt'd, I fiaUcred niy^”* 
that be would peon bo found. Eip-bl months, however, pospcl 
and be did not return ; nor could 1 barn nny tidings of liiin^ 
order to celebrate the festival of tbo great Ratram, which wi* 
npproaohitig, I ordered my Btevv.ard to bring nm the f.ittest cow^ 
possessed for n sacrifice. Flo obeyed iny commands, and the 
he brought me was my own slave, the ii nforlunato Tnolher of 
son. Having bound her, I was about to nnko the sacrifice, wbr^ 
at the very inetant she lowed most sorrowfully, and the tears ovrJ 
fell from her eyes. This seemed to mo so ovtraordinnry that 1 
could not but foci compasBion for ber, and was unablo to give th' 
fatal blow. I therefore delivered the linifo in the hands of Wl 
steward. ‘ Take it,’ I cried, ‘and make the 6.anrifieo yonraolf, th‘ 
lamentations and tears of the animal have overcome mo. If 
have a very fat call, bring it in her place.’ I did not inqiiif 
-what he did with the cow, but be had uot been gone long bofor 
I saw a remarkably fine calf brought, Altboiigb I was ignorao 
that this calf was my own son, yet I fell a sen-ation of pity aris 
in my breast at first sight. As soon also as bo perceived me, 1^ 
made so great an eiTort to come to' me that bo broke bis cord, f 
lay down at my feet, with his bead on tbo ground, as if ho ende 
vonred to csdte my compassion, and dissuade me from takii 
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Shis life striving in this manner to make me comprehend that ho 
fwas my son. 

L* I was still more surprised and affected by this action than I had 
;faeon by the tears of the cow. I felt a kind of tender pity, which 
jinterested mo much for him. * Go back,' I cried, ‘ and take all 
possible care of this calf, and in its place bring another directly.’ 
j( By wife hated my son too much to suffer him to remain in 
.safety ; and she continued to demand his sacrilico so obstiuatolfy- 
,that I was compelled to yield. I bound the calf, and taking the- 
/fatal knife, was going to bury it in the throat of my son, when ho 
^turned his eyes, filled with tears, so persuasively upon me, that I 
..had no power to carry out my intention. The knife fell from my 
.hand, and I told my wife I was determined to have another 

lealf. 

5 The next morning my steward desired to speak with mo in 
: private. ‘1 am come’, said he, ‘to give you some information, 
(-'which, I trust, will afford you pleasure. I have a daughter, who 
fhas some little knowledge of magic ; and ns 1 was bringing the 
(calf back yesterday, which you were unwilling to sacrifice, I 
i'obserVed that she smiled at seeing it, and the next moment began 
;( to weep. I inquired of her the cause of the.so two contrary emotions. 

[* My dear father’, she answered, ‘that calf, which you bring 
[ back, is the son of onr master ; I smiled with joy at seeing him 
i'still alive, and wept at the recollection of his mother, who 
j! was yesterday sacrificed in the shape of a cow. These two 
^changes have been contrived by the enchantments of our 
; master’s wife, who hated both the mother and the child.’ Imagine, 

) 0 Genius, my surprise at hearing these words : I immediately set 
out with my steward, to speak to his daughter myself. On my 
■ arrival, I -went first to the stable, where ray son had been placed ; 

;■ he could not return my caresses, hut he received them in a way 
1 which convinced me that he was really my son. 
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When the daughter oC the steward made her appearance, ] 
asked her if she could re=itore him to his lormer shape. ‘Yes, 
replied she ‘ I can, hut only on two conditions ; that you bestow 
him upon me for my husband, and secondlj', that I may be per- 
mitted to punish her who changed him into a, calf.’ ’ Yo the 
first ’, I replied, ‘ I agree with all my heart ; I will do still more, I 
will give you, for your own separate use, a considerable sum of 
money, independent of what I destined for my son. In short, 
you shall perceive.how I can acknowledge the important service 
you do me. I agree also to that which regards iny wife ; a person 
who has been capable of so criminal an action is worthy of punish- 
ment. I abandon her to you, do what you please with her ; I only, 
entreat you to spare her life.’ ‘ I will treat her, ' then she said 
’ in the same manner as she has treated your son.’ To these 
conditions I agreed. The damsel then took a vessel full of water, 
and pronouncing over it some words I did not understand, she 
thus addressed herself to the calf : ‘ 0 calf, if thou hast been 

created by the all-powerful Sovereign of the world, as thou now 
appearest, retain that form :but if thou art a man, and hast been 
changed by enchantment into a calf, resume, by permissiou of thy 
divine Creator, thy natural figure ! ’ In saying this, she threw 


the water over him, and be instantly regained his own form. 

‘ Aly child ! my dear child ’, I immediately exclaimed, and 
embraced him with a joy I could not restrain ; ' it is the Almighty 
who hath sent this damsel to ns, to destroy the horrible charm 
with which you were surrounded, and to avenge the evil which 


has been done to you and your mother. I am sure your gratitude 
will induce you to accept her for a wife, as I have already promised 

for you.’ He joyfully consented to marry the damsel; but before 

they were united she changed my wife into this hind which you 
see here. I wished her m have this form in preference to any 
other more unpleas.mt. that we might see her, without repug- 
nance, jn our lamilr, ^ ® 
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j Since this, my son has Become a widower, and is now travelling. 
, Many years have passed since I have heard anything of him; I 
have therefore now sot out with a view to gain some information ; 
and as I did not like to trust my wife to the care of anyone during 
my search, I thought proper to carry her along with me. This is 
the history of myself and this hind ; can anything he more won- 
derful ? ’ ‘I agree with you said the Genius, ‘ and, in conse- 
quence, I grant a third of my pardon to this merchant.’ As soon 
as the first old man had finished hie history, the second, who led 
the two black dogs, said to the Genius, ‘ I will relate to you what 
has happened to me and these two dogs which you see ; and I am 
sure you will find my history still more astonishing than that which 
yon have heard. But, when I have told it will you grant to this 
merchant another third of his pardon ? ’ ‘ Yes,’ answered the 
Genius, ‘ provided j’our history surpasses that of the hind.* This 
‘ being settled, the second old man began ns follows : — 

THE HISTORY OF THE SECOND OLD MAN AND THE ' 
TWO BLACK DOGS 

Great Prince of the Genii, you must know that these two 
black dogs, which you see here, and myself are three brothers. 
Our father left us, when he died, one thousand sequins each. 
With this sum we all embarked on the same profession namely, 
that of merchants. Soon after my oldest brother, who is now 
one of these dogs, resolved to travel, 'and carry on his business 
in foreign countries. With this view he sold all his goods, and 
bought such other sorts of merchandise as wore adapted to the 
different countries he proposed visiting. 

He set out, and was absent a whole year. At the end of this 
time he returned penniless and I gave him ,a thousand sequins 
with which to start business again. 

Some time after this, my second brother, who is the other of 
these black dogs, wished also to dispose of his property. Both 
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ilia elder brother and myself tried everything in our power to 
■dissuade him from it, but in vain. He sold all, and with the 
money he bought such merchandise as he wished for his journey. 
He took his departure, and joined a caravan. At the end of 
year he also returned in the same condition as his brother had 
done. I furnished him with clothes ; and as I had gained another 
"thousand seguins, I gave them to him. He directly bought a 
shop, and continued to exercise his business. 

One day both my brothers came to me, and proposed that 1 
should make a voyage with them, for the purpose of traffic. 1 
at once rejected the scheme, but they returned, however, so ofter 
"to the subject, that, after five years, I at length yielded. 

When it became necessary to prepare for the voyage, and W£ 
were consulting on the sort of merchandise to be bought, 1 
-discovered that they had consumed their capital, and that nothing 
remained of the thousand seguins I had given to each. I did not 
however, reproach them ; on the contrary as my capital was 
increased to six thousapd seq,uins, I divided the half with them, 
and said, ‘ We must, my brothers, risk only three thousand 
sequins and endeavour to conceal the other in some secure place. 
I will give one thousand sequins to each, and keep one myself ; 
and I will conceal the other three thousand in a corner of my 
house.’ We purchased our goods, and sailed to a foreign country, 
where we had a most advantageous sale for our merchandise. I 
in particular, sold mine so well, that I gained ten for one. We 
then purchased the produce of that country, in order to traffic 
with it in our own. 


About the time that we were ready to embark on our return I 
accidently met on the sea shore a female, of a very fine figure, 
hut poorly dressed. She accosted me by kissing my hand and 
entreated me most earnestly to permit her to go with me, and to 

take her for my wife. Tat length agreed, and, after I had married 
her m due form, she embarked with me, and we set sail. 
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i During our voyage, I found m}' wife possessed of bo many 
igood qualities, that I loved her every day more and more. In the 
; meantime, my two brothers, who liad not traded so advantageously 
as myself, and who were jealous of my prosperity, began to feel 
■exceedingly envious. They even wont so far as to conspire 
against my life ; for one night, while my wife and I were asleep, 
they threw us into the sea. 

My wife proved to be n< fairy, and I bad hardly fallen into the 
■water before she took me up, and transported mo to an island. As 
soon as it was day, the fair3'- thus addressed me : — 

' You acted most generously, and I am therefore delighted in. 

' finding an occasion of showing my gratitude : but I am enraged 
igainst j’our brothers, and I must punish them.’ She then trans- 
ported mo in an instant from the island where we were to the 
:op of my own house, and then disappeared. I descended, opened 
the doors, and dug up the three thousand sequins which I bad 
hidden. I afterwards repaired to my shop, opened it, and 
received the cougratulatious of the merchants in the neighbour- 
hood on my arrival. Whoa I entered iny house I perceived 
these two black dogs, which came towards mo with a submissive 
air, I could not imagine what this meant, but tbo fairy, who 
soon appeared, satisfied my curiosity. ‘ My dear husband,’ said 
she, ‘ they are your brothers,’ My blood ran cold on hearing this 
and I enquired by what power they had been transformed into 
that state. ‘It is I replied the fairy, ' who have done it ; at 
least it is one of my sisters, to whom I gave the commission, and 
she has also sunk their ship; you will lose the merchandise it 
contained, but I shall recompense you in some other way ; as to 
your brothers, I have condemned them to remain under this form 
for ten years, as a punishment for their perfidy.’ Then inform- 
ing me where I might hear of her, she disappeared. 
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Tho ten years are now completed, and I am travelling in search 
of her. As I was passing this way I met this merchant and the 
good old man, who is leading his hind, and here I stayed. This, 
0 Prince of the Genii, is my history ; does it not appear to yon 
of a most extraordinary nature ? ’ ‘ Yes ’, replied the Genius, 

■ I confess it is most wonderful, and therefore I remit the second 
third of the merchant's punishment.’ 

When the second old man had finished his story, the third 
hegan hy asking the Genius, as the others had done, if he would 
forgive the other third of the merchant’s crime, provided his 
history surpassed the other two in the strangeness and uncom- 
monness of its events : the Genius repeated his former promise. 

The third old man related his history to tho Genius, and it 
was so much heyond the others, from the variety of wonderful 
adventures it contained, that the Genius was astonished. He 
had no sooner heard the conclusion then he said, ‘I grant you 
the remaining third part of the merchant’s pardon ; and he 
ought to be infinitely obliged to you all for having freed him 
from his dangerous situation by the relation of your adventures ; 
for without your aid he would not now have been in this world.’ 
Having said this, he disappeared, to the great joy of the whole 
party and the merchant returned home to his wife and children 
and spent the remainder of his days with them in tranquillity. 


CHAPTER^XI. 

THE HISTORY OF THE FISHERJIAN 

There rvas formerly an aged fisherman who was so poor that 
he could barely obtain food for himself, his wife, and three 
children, of which his family consisted. He went out early every 
morning to his employment, and he had made a rule never to 
cast his nets above four times a day. 

One morning he set out before the moon had disappeared. 
When ho had got to the sea-shore, he undressed himself, and 
threw his nets. The first time he drew to land the carcase of an 
ass, the second a large basket filled with sand, the third only 
stones and dirt, the fourth a vase of yellow copper, -which seemed, 
from its weight, to be filled with something ; and ho observed 
that it was shut up and fastened with lead, on which there was 
the impression of a seal. ‘ I will sell this ’ said he, with joy, ‘ and 
with the money I shall get for it I will purchase a measure of 
corn.' 

He examined the vase on all sides ; he shook it, in order to 
discover whether its contents would rattle. He could hear 
nothing; and this, together with the impression of the seal on 
the lead, made him think it was filled with something valuable. 
In . order to find this out, ho took his knife, and got it open with- 
out much difficulty. Ho turned tho top downwards, and was 
much surprised to find nothing como out ; he then set it down 
heforo him, and while he was attentively observing it, there 
issued from it so thick a smoko that ho was obliged to step back 
a few paces. ^ This smoke, by degrees, rose almost to the clouds, 
and spread like a thick fog. Tho fisherman, as may easily bo 
imagined, was a good deal surprised at this sight. | When tho 

A-2 
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emoke had all come out from the vase, it again collected itself, 
and became a solid body, and then took the shape of a Genius, 
twice as large as any of the giants. At the appearance of so 
enormous a monster, the fisherman wished to run away, but bis 
fears were so great that he was unable to move. Then the 
Genius spoke as follows : — ‘ I am one of those spirits who 
rebelled against the sovereignty of Heaven and as a punishment 
I was shut up in this \-ase. At first I swore that I would richly 
reward any one who delivered me, but no deliverer came and 
I remained a prisoner many centuries. Enraged at last to be so 
long a prisoner, I swore that I would, without mercy, kill whoever 
should in future release me, and that the only favour I would 
grant him should be to choose what manner of death he pleased. 
Since, therefore, thou hast come here to-day, and hast delivered 
me.fis upon whatever kind of death thou wilt.’ 

But necessity is the spur to invention ; and the fisherman 
thought of a stratagem. ‘ Since then.’ said he, ‘ I cannot escape 
death, before I choose the sort of death, answer truly a question 
I am going to put to you.’ The Genius then said to the 
fisherman, ‘ Ask what thou wilt, and make haste.’ 

, The Genius had no sooner promised to speak the truth than 
the fisherman said to him, ‘ I wish to know whether you really 
were m that vase, dare you swear it by the Great Prophet ? ’ 
‘ Yes answered the Genius, ‘ I swear by the Great Prophet 
that I most certainly was.’ ‘ In truth,’ replied the fisherman, ‘ I 
cannot believe you. I shall not believe you unless I see yon in 
the vase.’ 

Immediately the form of the Genius began to change into 
smoke, and extended itself, ns before, over Iwth the shore and 
the sea; and then collecting itself, began to enter the vase, and 
continued to do so, in a slow and equal manner,' tjU nothing 
remained without. A voice immediately issued forth, saying, 
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‘ Now then, thou incredulous fisherman, dost thou believe me now 
I am in the vase ? ’ But instead of answering the Genius, he 
immediately took the leaden cover and put it on the vase. 
‘ Genius,' he cried, you are too treacherous for me to trust you,' 
‘ I should deserve to lose my life if I had the imprudence to put it 
in your power a second time by letting you out. You would 
most likely treat me as a king treated Duban the physician. 
Listen, and I will tell you the story 

THE HISTORY OF THE GREAT KING AND DUBAN THE 
PHYSICIAN. 

There was once a king in Persia who was sorely afilicted with a 
leprosy, and physicians had unsuccessfully tried every remedy 
they were acquainted with, when a very ingenious physician, called 
Duban, arrived at the court. 

As soon as he was informed of the king’s illness, and that the 
physicians had given him up, he dressed himself as neatly as 
possible, and obtained permission to bo presented to the king. 

‘ Sire,' said he, ‘ I know that all the physicians who have attended 
your majesty have been unable to remove your leprosy, but, if you 
will do me the honour to accept my services, I will promise to 
cure you without either internal doses or outward applications.’ 
The king, pleased with this proposition, replied, ' If you ate 
really so skilful as you pretend, I will reward you richly.’ 

Duban returned to his house, aud made a sort of bat, with a 
hollow in the handle, to admit the drug ho meant to use ; that 
being done, he also prepared a sort of round ball, and the following 
day be presented himself before the king, and prostrating himself 
at his feet, kissed the ground. 

Duban than arose, and, having made a profound reverence, told 
the king that he must ride on horseback to the place where ho 
was accustomed to play at ball. The king did as ho was desired 
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and vrhea lie had reached the place, the phyaician approached 
him, and, putting into his hand the bat which he had prepared, 

‘ Sire,’ said he, ' exercise yourself with striking that ball about 
with this bat till you find yourself in a profuse perspiration. 
When the remedy I hare enclosed in its handle is warmed by your 
hand, it will penetrate through your whole body ; you may then 
leave off, for the drug will have taken effect. When you return 
to your palace, get into a warm bath, and be well rubbed and 
washed ; then go to bed, and to-morrow you will be quite cured. 
The king did as he was bid, and, when he arose the next morning, 
be perceived with equal surprise and joy that his leprosy was 
entirely cured, and that his body was as clear as if he had never 
been attacked by that malady. 

He summoned the physician and bestowed on him a reward of 
two thousand sequins, and in addition treated him with other signs 
of favour. 

Now the king bad a Grand Vizier, who was avaricious, eavions, 
and by nature capable of every species of crime. He observed, 
with envy, the presents which had been bestowed upon the 
physician, whose great reputation he was determined to lessen - 
and destroy in the mind of the king. To accomplish this, ho 
went to him, and said in private that he had some intelligence of 
the greatest importance to communicate. The king asked him 
what it was. ‘ Sire,’ replied he, 'it is very dangerous for a 
monarch to place any confidence in a man of whose fidelity he is 
not assured. In loading the physician Duban with your favours, 
and bestowing all this kindness and regard upon him, yon know 
not hut he may be a traitor, who has introduced himself to the 
court in order to assassinate you.’ 

At first the king refused to bcdieve that the Vizier’s report was 
true, but theA izier was a man of much cunning, and at length he 
pomuadcd the king that the physician aimed at killing him. Ho 
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said, ‘ I well know that the physician is a spy, sent by your enemies 
to attempt your majesty's life. He has cured you, you say, hut 
who can tell that ? He has perhaps only cared you in appearance, 
and not really, and who can tell whether this remedy, in the end,' 
will not produce the most pernicious effects ?’ The king believed 
these words and, summoning the physician, said to him, ' I have 
been well informed that you are a spy, and that you have come to , 
my court in order to take away my life, but, to prevent that, I 
will deprive you of yonrs.’ 

The physician swore to the king that he was innocent, ns he 
really was, but seeing that the king was merciless he said. * Since 
your majesty will not revoke the order for my death, I entreat you 
at least to give me leave to return home to arrange my funeral, 
take a last farewell of my family, bestow some charity, and leave 
my hooka to those who will know how to make a good use of 
them. There is one of them which I wish to present to your 
majesty. It is a very rare and curious work, and worthy of being- 
kept even in your treasury with the greatest care.' ‘ What book 
can there be ', replied the king, ' so valuable as you mention ? ’ 
Sire', answered the physician, ‘ it contains things of the most 
curious nature, aud one of the principal is that when my head 
is struck off, if your majesty will take the trouble to opeu the 
hook at the sixth leaf, and read the third lino on the left-hand 
side page, my head will answer every q^nestion you wish to 
ask.' The king was so desirous of seeing such a wonderful 
thing that he put off his death till the ne.xt day, and sent him 
home under a strong guard. 

The physician then arranged all his affairs, and, returning to 
the king’s court, advanced to the foot of the throne with a very 
large volume in his hand. He then placed it on a vase, and 
unfolded the cover iu which the book was wrapped, and, in 
pvesonliug it, he thus addressed the king ; — ‘ If it he your . 
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pleasure, sire, receive this hook, and as soon as rny head shall ke 
struck off, order one of your ofhcers to place it on the vase upon 
the cover of the hook ; as soon as it is there, the blood will cease 
to flow : then open the book, and ray head shall answer all your 
questions.’ 

The head was so adroitly cut off that it fell Into the vase, 
and it had hardly been on the cover an instant before the blood 
stopped. Then, to the astonishment of the king and all the specta- 
tors, it opened its eyes, and said, ‘ Will your majesty now open the 
book ? ’ The king did so, and, finding that the first leaf stuck to the 
second, he put his finger to his mouth, and moistened it, in order 
to turn it over more easily. He went on doing so till he came to 
the sisth page. ‘ Physician,’ said he to the head, ‘ there is no 
writing.’ ‘ Turn over, then a few more leaves,’ replied the bead. 
The king continued turning them over, still putting his finger 
frequently to his mouth, till the poison, in which each leaf had 
been dipped, began to produce iks effect The prince then felt 
himself suddenly agitated in a most extraordinary manner, his 
sight failed him, and he fell at the foot of the throne in the 
greatest convulsions. 

When the physician Duhan, or rather bis head, saw that the 
poison bad taken effect, and that the king had only a few minutes 
to live, ‘ Tyrant ! ’ he exclaimed, ' heboid how those princes are 
treated who abuse their power and sacrifice the innocent.’ The 
head no sooner repeated these words than the king died, and, at 
the same time, the small portion of life that remained in the 
bead itself e.vpired. 

Ab soon as the fisherman bad finished the history of the 
Greek king and the physician Dnban, he said to the Genius, 
whom he still kept confined in the vase, ‘ The king slew the 
physician notwithstanding the services he had received from him, 
and you wished to kill mo, though I had set you at liberty. I 
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will cast you back into the sea.' Than the Genius swore that 
he would show the fiahortnan how to become very rich if he would 
release him. At length the fiahermnn consented and .opened 
the vase again. Then the Genius said, ‘ Take your nets and follow 
me.’ ‘ They passed by the city and went over the top of a 
mountain, from whence they descended into a vast plain, which 
led them to a pond, situated between four small hills. _ 

When they arrived on the borders of the pond, the Genius 
said to the fisherman, ‘ Throw yonr nets, and catch fish. ‘ The 
fisherman did not doubt that he should take some, for ho saw a 
great quantity in the pond, but how great was Kis surprise at 
finding them of four different colours— white, red, blue, and 
yellow. He threw his nets and caught four, one of each colour. 

‘ Carry these fish to the palace,’ said the Genius, ‘ and present 
them to the Sultan, and he will give you more money than you 
ever handled in all your life. You may come every day and 
fish in this pond, but beware of casting your nets more than 
once each day ; if you act otherwise, some evil will befall yon, 
therefore take care. This is my advice, and if you follow it 
exactly you will do well.’ 

Having said this, he struck his foot against the ground, 
which opened, and ho sank into the opening and disppeared, 
whereupon the earth closed as before., 

The fisherman resolved to observe the advice and instructions 
of the Genius in every point, and take care never to throw his 
nets a second time. He went directly and presented his fish 
at the Sultan’s palace. 

The Sultan was surprised when ho saw the four fish brought 
him by the fisherman. Ho took them one by one, and observed 
them most attentively ; and after admiring them a long time, he 
said to his first Vizier, ‘ Take these fish and carry them to the 
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They ascended the mountain, and, in going down on the 
other side, they were much surprised by the appearance of a 
large plain, which no one had ever before remarked. They at 
length arrived at the pond, which they found situated exactly, 
among four hills, as the fisherman had reported. Having camped 
there that night, the next day the Sultan set out alone. He bent, 
his course towards one of the small hills, which he ascended 
without much difficulty ; and the descent on the other side was' 
still easier. He then pursued his way over a plain, till the sun 
rose. He now perceived, in the distance before him, a large’ 
building, the sight of which filled him with joy, from the hope 
of being 'able to gain some intelligmice of what he wished to 
know. When he came near, he reraarlced that it was a magnificent 
palace, or ratber a strong castle, built ivith polished black marble 
and covered with fine steel, so bright that it was like a mirror. 
He knocked many limes on the folding doors but no one 
appeared. , At last he entered, but, though the castle was furnished 
with every luxury and beauty he could not discover a living 
creature. 

The Sultan continued walkings long time from one apartment 
to another, where everything was grand and magnificent. At 
length, being rather fatigued, he sat down in an open room, which 
looked into the garden. Here he meditated upon all he had 
seen, or might yet see, and was reflecting on the different 
objects, when suddenly a plaintive voice, accompanied by the 
roost heart-rending cries, struck his ear. Ho listened attentively 
and distinctly hear.l these melancholy words : — ‘ 0 fortune, thou 
hast not suffered me long to enjoy my happy lot, but 'hast 
rendered mo the most wretched of men ; cease, I entreat thee, 
thus to persecute mo,' and, by a speedy death, put an end to my 
sufferings. Alas! is' it possible lean still exist, after all the 
torments I have suffered ? ' 
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The Saltan, much affected by these piteons complaints, 
immediately got up, and went towards the spot whence they 
issued. He came to the entrance of a large hill ; he drew the 
door curtain aside, and saw a young man seated upon a sort of 
throne, raised a little from the ground. He appeared well-made,' 
and was very richly dressed, but deep sorrow was impressed 
on his countenance. The Sultan approached, and saluted him. 
The young man returned the compliment by bending his head 
very low, but did not rise. ‘ I am sure, sir,' said he to the Sultan, 
' I ought to get up to receive you, and show you all possible 
respect, hut a most powerful reason prevents me ; you will not 
therefore, I trust, take it ill.’ 

The Sultan, pitying his plight, requested him to relate the cause 
of his trouble. ‘ Alas, my lord,’ answered the youth, * can I he 
otherwise than afflicted, or can these eyes ever cease from shed- 
ding tears ? ’ At these words, he lifted up his rohe, and the 
Sultan perceived he was a man only to his waist, and that from 
thence to his feet he was changed into black marble. 

He then informed the king that be was the Sultan of the 
Black Isles, and had been changed into this state by his wife, who 
was a sorceress and had punished him in this manner because he 
had tried to kiU a black slave with whom she had fallen in love. 
She had saved the slave’s life, but he had injured him so severely 
that he could neither move nor speak, and he lay in a palace which 
she had built for him and where she visited him daily. ‘ In 
addition to this,’ said the young man * she destroyed my capital, 
she laid waste the palaces, public places, and markets, turned the 
whole place into a pond, and rendered the country, as you may 
perceive, quite a desert. The four sorts of fish which are in the 
pond ate four different classes of inhabitants, who professed 
different religions, and inhabited the capital. The white wore 
hlnssnlmnns ; the red Persians, who worship fire ; the hlno 
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Christians ; and the yellow, Jews; the four littlo hills were foirr 
islands, whenco tho namo of the kingdom originated. I was 
informed of all this by the enchantress herself, for she comes every- 
day and gives mo a hundred blows with a thong made of a bull's 
hide upon my shoulders, from whence she draws blood at every 
stroke. As soon as she has finished this punishment, she covers 
mo with a thick stulf made of goat's hair, and puts a robe of rich 
brocade over it, not for the soke of honouring, but of mocking me,’ 

‘ Inform me,’ cried the Sultan, affected by the recital of so strange 
a story, and eager to avenge such injuries, ‘ inform me where this 
perfidious enchantress resides, and where also is her lover, whom 
she by her enchantments keeps alive.’ 

* My lord,’ answered the prince, ‘ ho is in a tomb in the palace 
which my wife has named the Palace of Tears ; and this palace 
has a communication with the castle on the side towards the 
entrance. I cannot exactly tell you to what spot tho enchantress 
has retired, but she visits the Palace of Tears every day at sunrise, 
after having inflicted on mo the punishment I have related ; and 
you may easily judge that I cannot defend myself from such great 
cruelty.’ Having informed the prince who he was, and the reason 
of his entering the castle, the Sultan consnlted him on tho best 
means of avenging him, and a plan occurred to tho Sultan, which 
he directly communicated. In the meantime, as the night was 
far advanced, he took some repose. 

He rose as soon as it was day, and having concealed his robe 
and external dress, which might encumber him, be went to the 
Palace of Tears. He found it illuminated by a multitude of 
torches of white wax ; and a delicious perfume issued from various 
beautiful golden vases. As soon as be perceived the bed, on 
which tho slave was laid, ho drew bis sabre, and destroyed, with- 
out resistance, the littlo remains of life in this wretch. He then 
dragged the body into the court of the castle, and threw it into a 
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well. Having done tliiH, ho returned, and lay down in the Black’s 
place, hiding his sabre under the covering, and remained there in 
order to wait for the euchanlrcsa. She arrived soon after ; her 
first business was to go into the apartment, where the King of the 
Black Isles was. She directly stripped him, and began to inflict 
upon luB shoulders the accustomed number of blows. The poor 
prince filled the whole building with his cries, nnd begged her 
in the most pathetic manner to have pity on him ; the wretch, 
however, ceased not to beat him till she had completed the 
hundred. As soon as she had finished ; slie throw the coarse 
garment made of goat-skin over him, and then the robe of brocade. 
She ne.vt went to the Palace of Tears ; and, on entering, began 
to weep. 

The Sultan then pretending to wake from a profound sleep, 
and imitating the language of the blocks, spoke in a solemn tone. 
‘There is no might, or power, but in God alone, who is all power- 
fnl.' At these words the enchantress, to whom they were unex- 
pected, e.xclnimed. ‘ Do you deceive me ? is what I hear true ? 
Is it really you who speak ? ’ ‘ The cries, the tears, the groans of 
the king,' answered the supposed black, ‘ whom you every day 
beat with so much barbarity, continually present ray rest I should 
have been cured long since and recovered the use of my tongue, 
if yon bad disenchanted him. This, and this only, is the cause 
of my silence.’ ‘ IV ell then,’ said the enchantress, ‘ to satisfy you, 
I am ready to do what you command, do yon wish him to re-assume 
his first form ? ’ ‘ Yes,’ replied the ‘Sultan, ‘ and h.isten to set him 
free that I may no longer be disturbed by his cries.' 

The enchantress immediately went out from the Palace of 
Tears ; and, taking a vessel of water, she pronounced over it some 
words, which caused it instantly to boil, as if it had been placed, 
on a fire. She proceeded to the apartment where the young king 
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was, and restored liim to his first shape. * Go,’ said the enchant- 
ress, addressing him, ‘ hasten from this castle, and never return, 
lest it should cost thee thy life.’ Tho young king yielded to 
necessity, and left her without replying a word. Ho concealed 
himself in some secure spot, where ho impatiently waited the 
completion of the Sultan’s design, the commencement of which 
had heen so successfnl. 

Tho enchantress then returned to the Palace of Tears ; and, 
on entering, said to him whom she supposed to he tho Black, ' I 
have done what you ordered mo ; nothing, therefore, now pre- 
vents your getting up.' The Sultan, still imitating the language 
of the Blacks, answered in rather a sharp tone, ‘ What you have 
yet done is not snfilcient for my cure. You have destroyed only 
a part of the evil, but you must strike at the root.’ ‘ What do you 
mean by tho root ? ’ answered she. ‘ What can I mean,’ he cried, 

‘ but the city and its inhabitants, and the four isles, which 
you have destroyed by your magic ? Every day towards midnight 
tho fish constantly raise their heads out of the pond and call for 
vengeance. This is the real cause of the delay 'of my recovery. 
Go quickly and re-establish everything in its former state ; and 
on your return I will give you my hand, and you shall assist me 
in rising.’ 

She went the very next moment, and, when she arrived on the 
border of the pond, she took a little water in her hand, and 
scattered it about. She had no sooner done so, and pronounced 
certain words over the fish and the pond, than the city instantly 
^ appeared. The fish became men, women, and children ; 
Muhammadans, Christians, Persians, and Jews, freemen or 
slaves ; in short, each took his natural form. The houses and 
shops became filled with inhabitants who found everything in 
the same situation and order in which they were previous to the 
change. The officers and attendants of the Sultan, who were 
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encamped directly whore the great square happened to be, wer 
astonished at finding themselves on a sudden in the midst c 
a largo, well-built, and inhabited city. 

But to return to the enchautrcss. As soon as she had com 
pleted this change, she hastened hack to the Palace ofTc-ars. ‘1 
have done all you have required of me,’ said she, ‘ rise and give 
me your hand.’ ' Come near, then,’ said the Sultan, Still imitat- 
ing the manner of the Blacks. She did so. ' Nearer still,’ he 
cried. She obeyed. Then, raising himself up, ho seized her so 
Buddenly by the arms, that she had no opportunity of recognising 
who it was, and, with one stroke of his sabre, he smote her in 
twain, the pieces falling on each side of him. Having done this, 
he left the body in the same place, and went to seek for the prince 
of the Black Isles, who waited with the greatest impatience for 
him. 'Rejoice, prince,’ said he, embracing him, ‘you have 
nothing more to fear, for your cruel enemy no longer exists.’ 

The Sultan then returned to his capital with the young Prince 
■whom ho desired to adopt as his son. The journey' took one year, 
for in reality the kingdom of the Black Isles was far distant from 
the Sultan’s country and he had been able to go there in four 
days only because it was then enchanted. 

With regard to the fisherman, as he had been the first cause 
of the deliverance of the young prince, the Sultan loaded him 
with rewards, and made him and his family happy and comfort- 
able for the rest of their days. 



CHAPTER III 


THE HISTORY OF THE THREE CALENDERS, SONS OF 
KINGS, AND OF FIVE LADIES OF BAGHDAD 
During tlio reign ol the Caliph Hnrun Almshid there lived at 
Baghdad a porter, vrho, notvrithatanding his low and iahorlona 
profession, was nevertheless a man of wit and humour. 

One day, when ho was standing with a large basket before 
him, in a place whore bo usually waited for employment, a young" 
lady of a fine figure, covered with a largo muslin veil, came tip to 
him, and said with a pleasing air, ‘ Porter, take up your basket and 
follow me.’ The porter, delighted with these few words, pro- 
nounced in 80 agreeable a manner, put his basket on his head and 
went after the lady, saying, ‘ Ob, happy day ! Oh, happy meeting I ’ 
After buying a variety of articles, which she placed in the 
porter’s basket, the lady, followed by the porter, arrived, at a 
magnificent house. The door was opened by another lady, who 
was so heautiful that the porter let f.all his basket. When they 
entered the house, another lady, still more beautiful than the 
second, came forward, and the porter guessed from the looks and 
behaviour of the two first ladies that this was the principal 
personage, and he was not mistaken. This lady was called 
Zoheide ; she who opened the door was called Safie, and the name 
of the one who had been for the provisions was Amino. 

The porter, knowing that the ladies were going to feast, 
lingered in the hope that they would give him some 'share of the 
entertainment ; and Amine, who had been much amused with the 
witty things that he had said while following her, persuaded 
Eoboide to let him share their feast. But Zobeide said ‘ Porter 
wo are wjlling to grant you this favour, but on one condition • 
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whatever we may da in your presence, with respect to yourself or 
anything else, take great care that you do not ask the reason, for 
in questioning us about things that do not at all concern you, yoa 
may hear what will not please you. Take care, therefore, and bs 
not too curious in attempting to discover the motives of our 
actions.’ 

‘ Madam,’ replied the porter, * I promise to observe the condi- 
tions exactly. My tongue shall be motionle.as, and my eyes shall 
be like a mirror, that preserves no part of the objects it receives.’ 
‘To let you see,’ said Zobeide, with a serious air, ‘ that what we 
require of you is not newly-established among us, observe what 
is written over the door, on the inside ’ The porter went and read 
these words, which were written in large letters of gold : — 

‘ Whoever talks about what does not concern him often hears 
what does not please him.’ He came back directly, and said to 
the three sisters. ‘ I swear to you, ladies, that you shall not hear 
mespeak a word concerning anything which does not regard mo 
and in which you have any interest.’ 

This being settled. Amine brought supper, and when she had 
lighted up the hall with numerous candles, which scattered a very 
agreeable perfume, and cast a brilliant light, she seated herself 
at the table, with her sisters and the porter. They began to eat, 
drink, sing, and recite verses. The ladies took pleasure in making 
the porter intoxicated, under the pretence of making him drink 
to their health. They were, at length, all in the best humour, 
when they suddenly heard a knock at the gate. Safie went 
to open it and soon returning said, ' & charming opportunity, 
my sisters, oilers itself, to spend a great part of the night very 
pleasantly ; and if you are of the same opinion asl am^ we will 
not let it escape ns. There are three calenders at the door; at 
least, they appear so by their dress ; but what will doubtless 
surprise you is, that they are all three blind of the right eye, and 
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have their heads, beards, and evebrows shaved. They say that 
they are only just arrived at Baghdad, where they have never 
been before ; and, as it is dark, and they know not where to 
lodge, they knocked at our door, by chance ; and entreat us, for 
the love of God, to take them in. They care not where we put 
them, provided they are under cover, and will be satisfied even 
with a stable. They are young and well-made, and appear to 
possess some spirit, but I cannot, without laughing, think of their 
amusing and uniform figures.’ 

Zobeide and Amine made some difficulty in agreeing to the 
request of Safie to admit the strangers, but at length they con- 
sented and Safie joyfully ran to open the door, and soon returned, 
accompanied by the three calenders. 

The calenders entered and were offered food and wine. — 

Shortly afterwards, another knock was heard at the door 
and Safie went to see who it was. 

Now the Caliph Harun Alrashid made it a practice to 
go very often, during the night, through the city in dis- 
guise, in order to discover whether everything was quiet. 
On this evening, therefore, the Caliph set out from his palace 
at his accustomed hour, accompanied by Giafar, his grand 
vizier, and Mesrur, chief of his slaves, all three disguised as 
merchants In passing through the street where these ladies 
lived, the prince heard the sound of the musical instruments, 
interrupted by laughter, and said to his vizier. Go and knock at 
the door of that house, where I hear so much uoise ; I wish to gain 
admittance, and learn the cause of it.’ 

It was, then, the grand vizier Giafar who bad knocked 
at the door by order of the Caliph, who wished not to. be 
known. Safie opened it, and the vizier observed by the light 
of a candle she carried that she was very beautiful. Ho played 
his part very well. He first made a roost profound reverence 
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and then with a respectful air he said, ‘ Madam, we are 
three merchants of Mosul, and arrived here a short time ago 
with some very rich merchandise, which we have deposited 
in a khan, where we have taken up our lodging. We have 
been to spend the day with .i merchant of this city, who in- 
vited us to go to see him. It is now too late to return to 
the khan, as we do not know the way and the gate will 
be shut. This is the reason, madam, that as we heard, in 
passing by, the sound of voices, wo thought all those who 
belonged to the house had not yet retired to sleep ; and we 
took the liberty to knock to beg shelter till the morning.’ 
Having given this explanation they were admitted as the 
calenders had been, but they and tho calenders were warned 
that they must not seek to enquire the cause of anything 
they saw. 

When they had eaten and drunk, Amine got up, and 
took away tho dishes, tables, bottles, and glasses. Nor did 
Safie remain idle ; she swept the hall, placed everything in 
its proper place, put out the candles, and added more wood. 
Having doue this, she requested the three calenders to sit 
on a sofa on one side, and the Caliph and his 'company 
on the other. ‘ Get up,’ said she then to the porter, looking 
at him, and be ready to assist in whatever we wArit you ; 
a man like you, as strong as the house, ought never to 
remain idle. The porter had slept till he was rather more 
sober ; he got up therefore very quickly and, after fastening 
bis cloak to his girdle. ‘ T am ready ’ he cried, ‘ to do anv- 
thing you please.’ ‘That is well,’ answered, SaEe, ‘and you 
shaU not remain long with your arms crossed.’ A little 
while after Amine came in with a seat, which she placed in 
the middle of the room. She then went to the door of a 
.^closet, and having opened it she made a sign to the porter to 
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approach, ‘ Como and asatat mo/ eho cried. Ho did so, and 
went in with her, and returned a moment after, followed by 
two black dogs,' each of which had a collar with a chain 
fastened to it, by which he held them. He brought these 
dogs, which appeared to have been very ill-used and beaten 
•with a whip, into the middle of the room. 

^Zobeide, who was sitting between the calenders and tho 
Caliph, theit got up, and approaching the porter in a very 
grave manner, ‘We must/ cried she, with a deep sigh, * do 
our duty.’ She then turned up her sleeves so as to uncover 
her arms up to the elbow, and, after inking a ivhip which Safie 
presented to her, ‘ Porter,’ she said, ‘ take one of those dogs to my 
sister .Amine, and then come to me with the other.’ The porter 
did as ne was ordered ; and, as he approached Zobeidc, the dog 
which he held immediately began to howl, and, turning towards 
her, lifted np his head in a mo.st supplicating manner. But she, 
without regarding tho melancholy expressions of the dog, or its 
cries, which filled tho whole house, flogged it till she waa out of 
breath, and when she had not strength left to beat it any more, 
she threw away the whip ; then taking tho chain from the porter, 
she took up tho <iog by tho paws, and, both looking-at each other 
with an melancholy air, they mingled their tears together. 
Zoboide, after this, took out her handkerchief, wiped the tears 
from the dog’s eyes, and kissed it ; then, returning the chain to 
the porter, she desired him to lead the dog back from whence ho 
had taken it, and bring her the other. 

The porter carried the one that had been beaten back to the 
closet, and, in returning, took the other from the hands of-Atnine, 
and presented it to Zobeide, who was waiting for it, ‘ Hold it as 
you did the first ’, said she ; then, taking tho 'whip, she, served 
this in tho same manner. She then, wept with it, dried its tears, 
kissed it, and returned it to tho porter, who was saved the 
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trouble of carrying it back to the closet by the agreeable Amine, 
who took it herself. 

After this Amine wont to another closet whence she returned 
with a lute. She then began to sing a song so sad that the 
company wept, and she herself was so ox-ercomo that she was 
about to faint. To give herself air she opened her robe and the 
spectators perceived that her bosom was covered with scars. 

The visitors Were at a loss to understand the meaning of 
this strange scene, and the Caliph resolved to satisf.v his curiosity, 
whatever the consequence might be. He endeavoured to persuade 
the calenders to enquire of Zobeide, but they excused themselves. 
At last the porter was induced to speak and addressed Zobeide 
as follows :~ 

‘ These gentlemen, madam, entreat you to have the goodness 
to explain to them why you wept with those dogs, after having 
treated them so ill, and how it has happened that the lady, who 
fainted, has her bosom covered with scars. This madam, is what 
I have been required by them to ask of you.’ 

At these words Zobeide struck the floor with her foot, and 
clapped her hands three times, and called out, ‘ Enter quickly ! ’ 
A door immediately opened and seven strong powerful black 
slaves rushed in, with scimitars in their hands, and each seized 
one of the company. They throw them to the ground, drew them 
into the middle of the hall, and were preparing to take off their 
heads. 

‘ Stop ’ answered Zobeide, ‘ it is necessary first to question 
them and ask them if they wish to say anything before they die’. 
Then one of the calenders spoke : * To inform you, madam, that 
we are not common persons, and in order that you should have 
some pity for ns, we must tell you that we are all the sons of 
kings. Although we have never seen each other before this 
evening, we have had sufficient time to become acquainted with 
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this circuutstance ; niid I csiti assure you that the kings who wero 
our parents wero important nilors.’ 

During this speech Zobeido became less angry, and told tho 
slaves to sot them at liberty, but at tho same time to remain where 
they were. ‘They,’ saidsho, ‘ wboehall recount their history to 
me, and explain the motives which brought them to this house, 
shall suffer no harm, hut shall have permission to go where they 
please ; but such as shall refuse to give us that satisfaction shall 
not he spared,’ Thereupon the porter gave liis history, which 
was nothing more than we have alreedy heard. One of tho calen- 
ders next spoke, and addressing himself to Zobeido as tho princi- 
pal person, who had commanded them to givcj an account of them- 
selves, began his history as follows ; — 

THE HISTORY OF THE FIRST CALENDER, THE 
SON OF A KING. 

In order to inform you, madam, how I lost my right eye, and 
the reason that I have been obliged to lake the liabitof a calender, 
I must begin by telling you that I am the son of king. ■ ily father 
had a brother, who, like himself, was a monarch over a neigh- 
bouring state. This brother had two children, a son and a 
daughter, the former of whom was near my age. 

I went regularly every year to see my uncle, and ' passed a 
month or two at his court, after which I returned home. Those 
visits produced between tlie prince my cousin and myself the most 
intimate friendship. The last time I saw him, he received me 
with the greatest joy and tenderness and said, 'Since, you wero 
here last, I have employed a great number of workmen about a 
design I meditated. I have erected a building, which is just 
finished, and wo shall soon bo able to lodge there : you will be 
passed to see it, but must first take an oath that you will ho both 
secret and faithful ; these two things I must require of you.' 
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Thf friendfiliij’ in which wc Tned <Htl tu/l f.?nnil ann to refuse 
him anything ; I took, thm'Iora. without hciaitaatioii thf* oath hf 
required. ‘ M’ail for mo in this plac-,' he cried, ' suid 1 tvil! l>c 
with you in auaonienl.’ Undid not, in f.aci, demin me long, hot 
returned witli a female of very great beauty, and most uiagnih- 
cently dres..cd. 

He did not say whonho was, nor did I think it right tocnqiiirC' 
IVe again fiatdow'ii to the table with the lady, and remained there 
Bomo time, talking of difTerenl things, and drinking to each 
other's licahh The j.rinco then paid to me, ‘ We have no time to 
lose ; oblige me by taking this lady with you, and conduct her by 
such a way ton place where you will Been tomb, newly erected, in 
the fcbnpc of n dome. Yon will easily know it, as the door is open. 
Enter there together, nnd wait forme: T will return directly.' 

Faithful to tny oath, I did not wish to know more. I presented 
my hand to the lady, nnd, folloning the instructions which the 
prince tny cousin bad given mo, I condiiclod her safely, by the 
light of the moon, without any mistake. We had scarcely got to 
the tomb, when wo saw the prince, who had followed us, with a 
Braall vessel full of water, an adze, nnd a Binall sack, in which there 
was some mortar. The ndzo served him to disunite the stones of 
the tomb; be took the stones away, one by one,, and placed them 
in one corner. When ho had taken them all awav. he made a hole 
in the ground, and I perceived a trap-door tinder the tomb. He 
lifted it up, and discovered the beginning of a winding staircase. 
My cousin then, addressing bimself to tbe lady, said, ‘ This is 
the way, madam, that leads to the place I have mentioned to yon ' 
At these words the lady approached nnd descended tbe stairs 
The prince was just going to follow her, but first turning to me, 
‘ I am greatly obliged to you, roy cousin,’ said he. ' for the 
- trouble you have had ; receive my best thanks for it. and fare- 
well.' ‘ My dear cousin,’ I cried. ' what does all this mean ? ’ 
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‘That is of no consequence,’ he answered, ‘you may return by 
the same way you came.' 

Next morning word was brought to me that the prince was 
absent. I went secretly to the public burial place, where there 
were a great many tombs similar to that which I bad before seen. 
I passed the day in examining them all, but was unable to dis- 
cover the one I searched for. I spent four days in the same use- 
less occupation. 

After this it was necessary for me to return home. My uncle 
was absent on a hunting party but I could not wait for his 
return. 

I left my uncle’s ministers very much distressed at not being 
able to discover what was become of the prince ; but, as I could 
not violate the oath I had taken to keep the secret, I dared not 
lessen their anxiety by informing them of what I knew, 

I arrived at the capital of my father, and, contrary to the usual 
custom, I discovered at the gate of the palace a large guard, by 
whom I was immediately surrounded. I demanded the reason of 
this, when an officer answered, ‘ The army, prince, has acknow- 
ledged the grand vizier ns king in the room of your father, who is 
dead, and I arrest you as prisoner on behalf of the new king,’ At 
these words the guards seized me, and conducted me before the 
tyrant. Judge, madam, what was my surprise and grief. 

This rebellious vizier had conceived a strong hatred against 
me, which ho had for a long time cherished The cause of it was as 
follows ; — When I was very young, I was fond of shooting with a 
C cross-bow. One day I took one to tlie top of the palace, and amused 
myself with it on the terrace. A bird happened to fly before mo ; 
I shot at it but missed ; and the arrow by chance struck the 
vizier in the eye, and put it otit, as he was taking the air on the 
terrace of his own bouse. As soon as I was informed of this 
accident,! went and made my apologies to .him in person. He, 
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however, preserved a strong resentment against me, of >Thich b® 
gave every proof he could when any opportunity occurred- vVlieni 
he now found me in his power, he showed it in the mo^t batbar 
OU8 manner. As soon as he saw me he ran towards n)6 r 

utmost rage, and, digging his fingers into my right eye, he tore it | 
himself from the socket. It was in this way that .t became 
blind. ' • 

But the usurper did not confine his cruelty to this acfiem alo^e< 
He ordered me to be imprisoned in a sort of cage and to bs carrie 
in this manner to soma distant place, where the executicms*'' after 
cutting off my l/ead, was to leave my body exposed to the birds of 
prey. 

The executioner, however, was merciful and spared Py 
condition that I instantly left the kingdom. I then wepf 
uncle and told him all that had happened to me and all that l 
knew about his son's fate. 

He listened to my story and said, ‘ I know that my 8°“ biuilt 
such u tomb, and I know very nearly the spot. Let us keep the 
secret to ourselves, and eudeavour to discover the place.’ ^"6 
disguised ourselves, and went out by a cate that led into the fields, 
and were soon fortunate enough to discover what we sought. I 
recognised the tomb, and found the iron trap-door, which we had 
difficulty in lifting up, but at length we succeeded in raising it- 
My uncle first descended, and I followed. TVe went dotvn about 
fifty steps, and found ourselves in a sort of anteroom ; f''om this 
we passed on to one much larger, the roof of which'was supported 
by columns, and lighted by many lamps. Qpposite to us there 
was a raised sofa, which was ascended by some steps. The king 
went up and discovered the prince his son quite dead aud' burnt 
and changed into-charcoal, as.if he had been thrown ou to an 
immense fire and taken off before he was consumed. 
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I afterwards learnt that the mapniftcontly-dresscd female, who 
had accompanied my cousin into the vault, was a wicked 
sorceress, who had caused him to fall in love with her and, having 
lured him into tho tomb, had there offectcd his destruction. 

We returned to the palace before our absence bad been 
observed, and shortly after wo board a confused noise of trumpets, 
drums, and other warlike instruments. A thick dust, which 
obscured the air, soon informed us vrhat it was, and announced the 
arrival of a formidable army. It was the same vizier who had 
dethroned my father, had taken possession of bis dominions, and 
who came now with a large number of troops to seize those of my 
uucle. 

This prince, who had only his iiaual guard, could not resist 
BO many enemies. They attacked the city, and as the gates 
were opened to them without resistance, tliey soon took posses- 
sion of it. They went to tho palace of the king, who attempted 
to defend himself, but ho was killed, after having dearlj’ sold 
his life. On my -part, I fought for some time, but, seeing that 
I must surrender if I contimied, I retired, and had the good 
fortune to escape, and take refuge in the house of an ofTicor of 
the king, on whose fidelity I could depend. 

Overcome with grief, and persecuted by fortune, I had re- 
course to a stratagem, which was the last resource to preserve 
my life. I shaved my beard and my eyebrows, and put on tho 
habit of a calender, under which tlisguihC I left the city without 
being recognised. After that it was no difficult matter to guit 
the dominions of the king, my uncle, by unfrequented roads, 

I avoided the towns till I arrived in the empire of the powerful 
sovereign of all believers, the glorious and lonowned Caliph 
Harun Alrashid, when I ceased to fear. I considered what was 
my best plan, and I resolved to come to Baghdad and throw 
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myself at tbe feet of this great monarch, whose generosity is 
everywhere admired. 

At length, nfter a jonrnoj’ of .several months, I arrived to-day . 
at the gates of the city ; when the evening came on I entered, 
and, shortly afterwards, this other calender, who is next to mei 
arrived also. Ho sainted me, and I returned the compliment ; 

* You appear ', said I, ‘a stranger like myself’. ‘You are not 
mistaken returned he. At the very moment he made this 
reply, the third calender, whom you see, came towards us. He 
saluted us, and informed us that he, too, was a stranger, and 
just arrived at Baghdad. Like brothers we united together, 
and resolved never to separate. 

But it was late, and we did not know whore to go for a lodging 
in a city where wo never had been before. Our good fortune 
having conducted us to yo.nr door, we took the liberty of knock- 
ing ; you have received ns with so much benevolence and charity 
that wo cannot sufficiently thank you. This, madam, is what you 
desired me to relate ; this was the way in which I lost my ’right 
eye ; this was the reason I have my beard and eyebrows shaved, 
and why I am at this moment in your company.’ 

‘Enough’, said Zobeide, ‘ we thank you, and you may retire 
bonver you plexise’. The calender however entreated the lady ' 
to allow him to stay and hear the history of bi.s two companions, 

' whom ho could not well abandon, as well as that of the three 
other persons of the party. Zobeide consented and bade the' 
second calender relate bis history. The second calender, address- 
ing himself to Zobeide. spoke as follows ; — 

THE HISTORY OF THE SECOND CALENDER, THE SON 
OF A KING. 

‘ To obey your commands, madam, and to inform you by what 
strange ad venture Host my right eye, is to give you an account 
bi my whole life. 
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I was scarcely more than an infant when the king, my father 
(for I too am a prince hy birth), observing that I possessed great 
‘quickness of intellect, spared no pains in my education. Ho 
collected from every part of his dominions whoever was famous 
for science and a knowledge of the fine arts, for the purpose of 
instructing mo. I no sooner knew how to read and write than I 
learnt by heart the whole of the Koran, but there was, however, 
one thing in which f most delighted, and at length excelled, and 
that was in forming the characters of our Arabic language ; and 
I surpassed all the writing masters of our kingdom, who had 
acquired the greatest reputation. 

At length my father sent me to visit the Sultan of India, 
but on the way my attendants were attacked by robbers, and 
I barely escaped with my life. 

My horse died of its wounds and I had to continue my journey 
alone on foot till at last I arrived at a large city. My whole face 
ns well ns my hands and feet was of a brown, tawny colour, for 
the sun had quite burnt me ; and my slippers were so completely 
worn out by walking, that I was obliged to travel hare-foot; 
besides this, my clothes were all in rags 

I entered the town in order to learn the language spoken, and 
thus to find out whore I was. I addressed myself to a tailor, who 
was at work in his shop. He asked me who I was, whore I came 
from, and what had brought me to that place. 1 concealed 
nothing from him, but informed him of every circumstance that 
had happened to me, and did not even hesilate to tell him my 
name. The tailor then told me that the ruler of the city was an 
enemy of my father and, should he discover me, he would in- 
stantly put me to death, and that f must therefore inform no 
one who I was. He also told me that learning was useless in 
that city and that I had better cut wood to earn my living. 
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The tie\l ciiiy, t!ic Uiilor brmipht sne a Imtehet and n coni, 
and also a short jacket, and, recoaimendiiiK me to wmo poor 
people who obtained their livcliliwjd by eiuting wfKKl, he. 
reque-ted them to take me witli them. They eoudiicted me to 
the fore-it, and from this time I r-'^id.irly brou^hl back upon 
my head iihir^jo liiiitdlo of vMwd, which 1 <io!d for a imiall piece 
of gold money, current in that country. I soon acquired a 
coriRider.ible Hum, nnd waa enabled to repa> the tailor what he 
had ctpondedoii my account. 

I had passed morn than a jear in ihm iikkIc of life, when, 
ImviiiR one day f^oao rleeper into the fore-it than ufiiial, I came to 
a tery pleas int Hpot. where I be;,’iin to cut my wood. In cntlinR 
lip the roof of a tree, I diecovcrod an iron ring fastened to a trap- 
door of the fiamo material. I immediately cleared away the 
earth that covered it, and on lifting it up, I perceived a Rfaircase, 
by which I descended with my hatchet in my hand. When I 
got to the bottom of the etnira, I found myself in a vast palace, 
which Hiruck me very tniieli by the great brilliancy with which 
it was illuminated, IIP much Po indeed as if it hud been built on 
the mo.st open spot above groiiml. 1 went forivnrd along a 
gallery, but stopped suddenly on Ividiolding a lady, v'ho appeared 
to have so noble and graceful an air and to possess such 
extr.aordinary beauty, that my nllontion was taken off from every 
other object, and my e)es vvere fixed on her aloue. 

To prevent this beautiful lady from having the trouble of 
coming to me, I made haste towards her ; and, while I was making 
a most respectful reverence, she said to me, ‘ Who are you, a man 
or a genius ? ’ ' I am a man, madam’, I answered, getting up, nor 
have I any commerce with geivii.’ * By whnl ailventure ’, replied 
she, with a deep sigh, ‘ have you come here ? I have remained here 
more than twenty-five years, and during the whole of that time 
I have seen no other man than yourself I then told her who 
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I wna, and in return hUo recounted her own history as follows : 
‘ I am the daughter of the king of the Ebony Isle.’ ‘ The king, 
my fntlier, had chosen for my husband a prince, who was my 
cousin ; but on the very night of our marriage, in the midst of 
the rejoicings of the court and capital of the Isle of Ebony, and 
before I had boon given to my husband, a genius took mo away. 
I fainted almost the same moment, and lost all recollection ; and 
when I recovered my senses, I found myself in this place, wboro 
I have been kept a prisoner for twenty-five years. . The genius 
wishes me to marry him, and every ten days bo visits me to urge 
his suit. 

‘ In the meantime, if I have any occasion for anything, I have 
only to touch a talisman, which is placed at the entrance of my 
chamber, and ho appears. It is now four days since he was here, 
and therefore it will bo six days more before ho again makes 
his appearance. You therefore may remain live days with me, 
if it bo agreeable to you, in order to keep mo company, and I 
will endeavour to entertain you suitably.' ' I agreed and she 
prepared a feast for me She gave me at dinner a bottle of very 
old wine to drink, and becoming foolish with the wine, I boasted 
that I was more jiowerfnl than the Genius and knocked the 
talisman to pieces. 

This was no sootier done than the whole palace shook, as 
if ready to fall to atoms, and the shaking was accompanied with 
a most dreadful noise like thunder and flashes of lightning. I 
fled, but my fear was so great that I forgot my hatchet and my 
cord. I had hardly gained the staircase by which I descended 
than the enchanted palace opened to afford a passage to the 
genius. ‘ What happened to you, aud why have you called me ? ’ 
he demanded of the princess, in an angry tone. ‘ A violent pain’ 
replied the princess, ‘ obliged me to search after the bottle which 
you see ; I drank two or three glasses, and unfortunately making 
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n false step I feU upon the tnliHtn'iri, >.vhicli I tluin broke. There 
IS no oilier ca\iRe‘. At this niixwcr the, in the uttno-i 

('XclaimPtl : ‘ You are both impmlent and d»t'<'!tfiil ; how 

ixuiie thih Imtehct and this cord hero then ? ’ ‘I have never «e>--n 
them’, replied she, * till this iiiatint. Perhapo in the ha^-te 
with which you catne, rou have taken them up in pa'-'inr; through 
some plfiee. and have hronjiht them here, witlmiit ob»crv)Dr; 
them.' 

The (jenius replied only by repronclies .and by blows, of wbieli 
T could plainly diatinguish the «onnd. But I coold do notliinr;, 
and T Hod hack as fast as f could to the hou«e of my friend, the 
tailor, fsoon after I returned the. tailor entered my apartment, 
and said tlialan old man, who.m ho did not know, had hrouRht 
my halchot and cord, which he had found on Ids way. * Ho 
has been informed by your companions’, added the tailor, ‘ who 
went to cut wood with you, that yon live here. Como and speak 
to him, as ho wishes to deliver them into your own hands,’ At 
this speech f changed colour, and trembled from hc.ad to foot. 
The tailor inquired the. cause, when Biiddcnly the floor of 
my chamber opened. The old man, wlio bad not had the 
patience to wait, appeared and presented Ininself to us with the 
batclict and cord. This was in f.act the genius, who had stolon 
the be.mliful princess of the Isle of Ebony, and who had thus 
eome in disguise. * I am a genius,’ he said to us, ‘ a son of the 
daughter of Eblis, prince of the genii. Is this thy hatchet?’ 
added be, .addressing me, ‘and is not thi.s thy cord ?’ 

The genius gave me no time to answer those questions; nor 
indeed shonld Thavc been .able to do so, as his dreadful presence 
made mo entirely forgot myself, , lie took mo by the middle of my 
body, and dragging mo out of the chamber, sprang into the air, 
and carried me up towards heaven with great force. At length 
we alighted on the top of a mountain, and the geniu.s, seizing his 



THE ARABIAN NIGHTS. ‘ 


43 


eciinitar, prepared to kill me. ‘ I have,’ said he, ‘ slain the prin- 
cess who dared to entertain you in my sub-terranean palace, and 
now your time is come.’ ‘ Strike,’ said I ‘ I am ready to receive the 
mortal wound.’ ‘ No,’ replied he, I shall content myself with chang- 
ing you into a dog, an ass, a lion, or a bird. Make your choice.’ 
These words gave me some hopes of softening him, and I related 
a story how a great king had once pardoned a man who had done 
him wrong. But the genius said ‘ All that I can do for you,’ 
* is to spare your life ; yet do not flatter yourself that I shall 
suffer you to return safe and well. I must, at least, make you 
feel what I can do by means of my enchantments.’ At these 
words he took up a handful of earth, and pronouncing, or rather 
muttering, certain words, of which I could not comprehend the 
meaning, threw it over me : ‘ Quit,’ he cried, ‘ the figure of a 

man, and assume that of an ape.’ He immediately disappeared, 
and I remained quite alone, changed into an ape, overwhelmed 
with grief, in an unknown country, and ignorant whether I was 
near the dominions of the king, my father. 

I descended the mountain and came to a. flat, level country, 
the end of which I did not reach till I had travelled . a month, 
when I arrived at the sea coast. There was at that time a pro- 
found calm, and I perceived a vessel about half a league from the 
shore. To take advantage of so fortunate a circumstance, I broke 
off a large branch from a tree, and dragged it after me to the sea- 
side. I then got astride it, with a stick in each hand by way of 
oar. In this manner I rowed myself along towards the vessel, and, 
when I was sufficiently near to he seen, I presented a most extra- 
ordinary sight to the sailors and passenger.s who were upon deck. 
They looked at me with great admiration and astonishment. In 
the meantime I got alongside, and taking hold of a rope, I climb- 
ed up to the deck. But as I could not speak, I found myself in the 
greatest embarrassment. And, in fact, the danger I now ran was 
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not less imminent than srliat I had before experienced when I wae 
in the power of the genius. 

The merchants who were on board were superstitious, and 
thought that I should be the cause of some misfortuues happening 
to them during their voyage if they received me. They would 
have killed me, if I had not run to the captain, and thrown myself 
at his feet. I laid hold of the bottom of his dress, and he was so 
struck with this action, ns well as with the tears that fell from my 
eyes, that he took me under his protection, declaring he would 
make any one repent who should offer me the le.ast injury. 

At length a wind arose and we arrived at the harbour of a 
populous city. 

Some officers came on board, who desired, in the name of the 
Sultan, to speak to the merchants that were with us. ‘The 
Sultan, our sovereign,’ said one of them to the merchants who 
immediately appeared, ‘ has charged us to express to you how 
much pleasure your arrival gives him, and entreats each of you 
to take the trouble of writing upon this roll of paper a few 
lines. In order to make you understand his motive for this, I 
must inform you that he had a first vizier, who besides his great 
abilities in the management of affairs, wrote with the greatest per- 
fection. This minister died a few days since. The Sultan is very 
much afilicted at the loss, and, as he values perfection in writing 
beyond everything, he has taken a solemn oath to appoint any 
person to the same situation who shall write as well. Many have 
presented specimens of their abilities, but he has not yet found 
any one throngbont the empire whom he has thought worthy to 
occupy the vizier’s place.’ 

Each of those merchants, who thought they could write well 
enough, wrote whatever they thought proper. When they had 
done, I advanced and took the paper from the hands of him who 
held it. Everybody, and particularly the merchants who had 


THE ARABIAN NIGHTS 


45 


written, thinking that I meant either to destroy it or throw it 
into the water, instantly called out ; but they were soon satisCed 
when they saw me hold the paper very properly, and make a sign 
that I also wished to write in my turn. Their fears were now 
changed to astonishment. Yet as they had never seen an ape 
that could write, and as they conld not believe I was more skilful 
than others, they wished to take the roll from my hands, but the 
captain still continued to take my part. ‘ Suffer him to try,’ he 
said, ‘ let him write ; if he only blots the paper, I promise you I 
will instantly punish him.’ 

Finding that no one any longer opposed my design, I took the 
pen, and did not leave off till I had given an example of 'six differ- 
ent sorts of writing used in Arabia. My writing not only excelled 
that of the merchants, but I dare say they had never seen any so 
beautiful, even in that country. When I had finished, the officers 
took the roll, and carried it to the Sultan, '' 

The monarch paid no attention to any of the writing expect 
mine, which pleased him so much that he said to the officers. 

‘ Take the finest and most richly caparisoned horse from my stable, 
and also the moat magnificent robe of brocade possible, in order to 
adorn the person of him who has written these six varieties, and 
bring him to me.’ His officers then told the king that the writer 
was an ape. This news made the Sultan more eager to see me. 

‘ Do as 1 command you,’ said he to them ; ‘ and hasten to bring 
me this extraordinary ape.’ 

The officers returned to the vessel, and showed their order to 
the captain, who said the Sultan should be obeyed. They immedi- 
ately dressed me in a robe of very rich brocade, and carried me on 
shore, where they sot me on the horse of the Saltan, who was 
waiting in his palace for me, with a considerable number of people 
belonging to the court, whom he had assembled to dometherhore 
honour. I found the Sultan seated on bis throne, in the midst of , 

A— 4 
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the nobles of his court ; I made him three low bowe, and the last 
time I prostrated myself, kissing the earth by his feet. I then got 
ap, and seated myself exactly like an ape. The Sultan took learo 
of the courtiers, and there remained with him only the chief of 
his slaves, a little young slave, and myself. He wont from the ball 
of audience into his own apartment, where ho ordered some food to 
be served up. While he was at table, he made mo a sign to come 
and eat with him. As a mark of my obedience, I got up, kissed 
the ground, and then seated myself at table ; I ate, however, with, 
much modesty and forbearance. 

Before they cleared the table, t perceived a writing desk, 
which, by a sign, I requested them to bring me •, as soon as I 
bad got it, I wrote upon a large peach some lines of my own 
composition, which declared my gratitude to the Sultan. His 
astonishment at reading them, after I presented the peach to him, 
was still greater than before. The prince then ordered a chess- 
board to be brought, and asked me, by a sign, if I could play, 
and would play with him. I kissed the ground, and, putting 
my hand on my head, I showed him I was ready to receive that 
honour. He won the first game, but the second and third were 
in my favour. 

The Sultan then wished his daughter, who was called the 
Queen of Beauty, to see his wonderful ape. ' Go’, said ho to the 
chief of his slaves ‘ and send your lady here ; I wish her to par- 
take at the pleasure I enjoy.’ On entering, the face of the princess 
was uncovered, but she was no sooner within the apartment 
than she instantly threw her veil over her, and said to the Sultan, 

‘ Your majesty must have forgotten yourself. I am surprised 
that you order me to appear before men.’ ‘ What is this,' my 
daughter ? ’ answered the Sultan ; ‘ it seems that you are the 
person who has forgotten herself. There is no one here bat 
the little slave and myself, and we are always' at liberty to see 
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your face ; why, then, do you put down your veil, and aaeert that 
I have done wrong in ordering you to come here ? ’ ‘ Sire’, 
replied the princes, ' your majesty will be convinced I am not 
mistaken. The ape which you see there, although under that 
form, is not an ape, but a young prince, the son of a great king. 
He has been changed into an ape by enchantment. A genius, 
the son of the daughter of Eblis, has been guilty of this malicious 
action, after having cruelly killed the princess of the Isle of 
Ebony.’ 

The Sultan was astonished at this speech, and, turning to me, 
asked, but no longer by signs, whether what his daughter 
said was true. As I could not speak, I put my hand 
upon my head to show that she had spoken the truth. 

‘ How came you to know, daughter’, said the king, ‘ that this 
prince had been transformed into an ape by means of enchant- 
ment ? ' The princess replied that, when she was a child, one of 
her attendants had been an old woman skilled in ipagic, and by 
the magic which she had learnt from her she not only knew 
what had happened to me, but she could also restore me to my 
proper shape. 

She then wont to her apartment, and returned with a knife, 
which had some Hebrew characters engraved on the blade. 
She desired the Sultan, the little slave, and myself, to go down 
into a secret court of the palace, and then, leaving us under a 
gallery which surrounded the court, she went into the middle of 
it, where she described a large circle, and traced several words. 

When she had done this, and prepared the circle in the 
manner she wished, she went and placed herself in the midst of 
it, where she began making her abjurations, and repeating some 
verses from the Koran. T3y degrees, the air became obscure, as 
if night was coming on and the whole world was vanishing. Wo 
were seized with the greatest fright, and this was the more 
increased when we saw the genius,' the son of the daughter ‘ of 
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Eblis, suddenly appear, in tbc shape of an enormous lion. Ho 
opened his horrible jaws, and advanced forward to devour her ; 
hut she, being on her guard, jumped back, and had just time to 
pluck out a' hair, and, prouonneing two or three words, she 
changed it into a sharp sword, with which she immediately cut 
the lion in pieces, through the middle. 

The two parts of the lion directly disappeared, and the- head 
only remained, which changed into a large scorpion. The 
princess then took the form of a serpent, and began a fierce 
combat with the scorpion, which, finding itself in danger of being 
defeated, changed, into an eagle, and flew away. Bnt the serpent 
then became another eagle, black, and more powerful, and went 
in pursuit of it. 

. The genius and the princess then changed themselves into 
the shape of several animals in succession and fought with each 
other. They disappeared from sight, hut at last wo saw the genius 
and the princess all on fire. They threw the flames against each 
other with their breath, and at last came to a close attack. Then 
the fire increased, and everything about was surrounded with 
smoke and flame to a great height. Then the genius, having 
freed himself from the princess, came towards the gallery where 
we were, and blew his flames all over us. This would have 
destroyed us it the princess, running to onr assistance, had not 
compelled him by her cries to retreat to a distance, and guard 
himself against her. In spite, however, of all the haste she 
made, she could not prevent the Saltan from having his head 
singed and his face scorched •, and a spark flew into my right 
eye, and blinded me. Both the Sultan and myself expected to 
perish, when we suddenly heard the cry of ‘ Tictoiy, victory ! ’ 
and the princess immediately appeared to ns in her own form, 
while the genius was reduced to a heap of ashes. 
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Tho princess approached us, and in order to lose no time 
she asked for a cup of water, which was brought by the young, 
slave, whom the fire had not injured. She took it, and, alter 
pronouncing some words over it, she threw some of the water 
upon me, and said, ‘ If thou art an ape hy enchantment, change 
thy figure, and take that of a man, which thou hadst before. ‘ She 
had hardly concluded, when I again became a man, the same as 
before I was changed, except with the, loss of , one eye. But the 
fire, which tho princess had been forced to use to defeat the genius, 
had entered her body, and, suddenly exclaiming ‘ I burn, I burn,’ 
she died. 

The Sultan was overcome with grief at the loss of his beloved 
daughter and, holding that I was the cause of her death, he drove 
me oat of his kingdom. 

Driven about, abandoned by every one, I know not what was 
to become of me. Before I left the city, I went into a bath ; I got 
my beard and eyebrows shaved, and put on the dress of a 
calender. I then began my journey, lamenting less my own 
miserable condition than tho death of the two beautiful princesses, 
of which I had been the unhappy cause. I travelled through 
many countries without making myself known ; at last I resolved 
to visit Baghdad, in hopes of being able to present myself to the 
Commander of the Faithful, and excite his compassion by the 
recital of so strange a history. I arrived here this evening, and 
the first person I met was the calender, my brother, who has ■ 
already related his life. You are acquainted, madam, with the 
sequel, and how I came to have the honour of being at your house.’ 

When the second calender had finished his history, Zobeide, 
to whom he had addressed himself, said, * You have done well, 
and I give you leave to go whenever you please. * But,' instead 
of taking his departure, he entreated her to grant him the same 
favour she had done the other calender, near whom he went and 



50 


THE ARABIAN NIGHTS 


took his place. Then the third calender, knowing it was his turn 
to speak, addressed himself, like the others, to Zobeide, and 
began his history as follows ; — 

THE HISTORY OF THE THIRD CALENDER, THE SON OF A 

KING. 

‘ What I am going to relate, most honourable lady, is of a very 
different nature from what you have already heard. The two 
princes, who have recited their histories, have each lost an eye, as 
it were, by destiny ; while my loss has been in consequence of my 
own fault, as you will find by what I am going to relate. 

I am called Agib, and am the son of a king, whose kingdom 
was on the sea-coast. After my father’s death, I took possession 
of his throne and resolved to go in search of other lands across 
the sea. I equipped ten ships, and, embarking in one of them, 
we set sail. 

During forty days our voyage was prosperous ; then a violent 
storm arose and drove ns far out of our course away from land. 
On the tenth day a sailor, who was sent to the top of mast to 
discover our position, reported that to the right and left he could 
see only the sky and sea, but that straight ahead be observed a 
great blackness. 

At this intelligence the pilot changed colour, and, throwing 
his turban on the deck with one hand, he smote his face with the 
other, and then cried out, ' Ah, sire, we are lost ; not one of us 
can possibly escape the danger in which we are ; the tempest 
which we have gone throngh basso driven us from our track, that 
by mid-day to-morrow we shall find ourselves near that blackness, 
which is nothing but a black mountain, consisting entirely of a 
mass of loadstone, that will soon attract our fleet, on account of 
the bolts and nnlls in the ships. To-morrow, when we come within 
a certain distance, the power of the loadstone will bo bo violent 
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that all the nails will be drawn out, and fastened to the mountain ; 
our ships will then fall in pieces, and sink. As it is the property 
of a loadstone to attract iron, and at the same time to increase its 
own power by this attraction, the mountain towards the sea is 
entirely covered with nails, that belonged to the infinite number 
of ships which it has destroyed ; and this at the same time both 
preserves and increases its power. 

‘ This mountain,’ continued the pilot,,,’ is very steep, and on 
the summit there is a large dome, made of fine bronze, which is 
supported upon columns of the same metal. Upon the top of the 
dome there is also a bronze horse, with the figure of a man upon 
it. A plate of lead covers his breast, upon which there are some 
magic characters engraved, and there is a tradition, sire’, added 
he, ‘ that this statute is the principal cause of the loss of so many 
vessels and man, and that it will never cease to destroy all who 
approach it until it he overthrown.’ 

The next morning we distinctly saw the black mountain. 
About mid-day we found ourselves so near it, that we began to 
perceive what the pilot had foretold. We saw the nails and every 
other piece of iron belonging to the vessel fly towards the moun- 
tain, against which, by the violence of the magnetic attraction; 
they struck with a terrible noise. The vessel then immediately 
fell to pieces, and sank to the bottom of the sea, which was so 
deep in this place that we could never discovei’ the bottom by 
sounding All my people were lost ; but God had pity upon me, 
and suffered me to save myself by laying hold of a plank, which 
was driven by the wind directly to the foot of the mountain, I 
did not suffer the least harm, and had the good fortune to land 
in'a place where there were steps, which led to the summit. . I 
arrived at the summit without any accident, and entering the 
dome, I prostrated myself on the ground, and offered my thanks 
to God for the favour He had shown me. 
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I paesed the night under this dome ; and while I was asleep, 
a venerable old man appeared to me, and said, ‘ Agib, attend ; 
when you awake, dig up the earth under your feet, and you will 
find a brazen bow with three leaden arrows, manufactured under 
certain stars in order to deliver mankind from many evils, which 
continually menace them. Shoot these three arrows at the statue, 
the man will then fall into the sea, and the horse at your feet : 
Tou must bury it in the same spot from whence you took the bow 
and arrows. This being finished, the sea will become rough and 
will rise as high as the foot of the dome at the top of the moun- 
tain. When it shall have risen thus high, you will see a small 
vessel come towards the shore with only one man in it, who will 
hold an oar in each hand. This man will be of brass, but 
different from the one that was overthrown. Embark with him 
without pronouncing the name of God, and let him conduct you. 
In ten days he will have carried you into another sea, where you 
will find the means'of returning to yonr own country in safety ; 
provided, as I have already told you, you do not mention the name 
of God during the whole of your voyage.’ 

I did as the old man told me, and escaped safely in the manner 
he showed me. All went well till the ninth day, when I saw 
some islands, which made mo hope 1 should soon be free from 
every danger that I dreaded.' The excess of my joy made me 
forget the order that had been given me ; ' Blessed be God ! ’ I 
cried out ; ‘ God be praised ! *' 

I had hardly finished these words, when both the vessel and 
brazen man sank to the bottom. I remained in the water, and 
swam during the rest of the day towards the nearest island. At 
last a wave as largo as a mountain threw me upon a flat shallow 
place, and on retiring left me there. I immediately made haste 
to ght farther on land, for fear another wave should come and 
carry me back. The first thing I then did was to undress, and 
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wring tUo water out of my clothes, and spread them upon the 
sand, which was still warm from the heat of the preceding day. 

The next morning I found I was upon a small desert island, 
very pleasant, and where there wore many sorts of fruit tree3,'as 
well as others ; but I observed that it was at a considerable dis- 
tance from the mainland, which rather lessened the joy I felt at 
having escaped from the sea. Soon afterwards I discovered a 
very small vessel, which seemed to come full sail directly from tho 
mainland, with her prow . towards the island where I was. As I 
had no doubt they were coming to .anchor there, and as I knew 
not what sort of people they might be, whether friends or enemies, 
I determined at first not to show myself. I got up, therefore, into 
a very thick tree, from whence I could examine their countenances 
without danger. The vessel soon sailed up a small creek, where 
ten slaves landed, with a spade and other instruments in their 
hands, for the purpose of digging the earth. They went towards 
the middle of tho island, whore I observed them stop, and dig up 
the earth for some time ; and by their actions, they, appeared to 
me to lift up a trap-door. They immediately returned to tho 
vessel, from which they landed various kinds of provisions and 
furniture, and, each taking a load, they carried them to tho place 
where they had before dug up the ground. They them seemed 
to descend, which made mo conjecture there was a subterraneous 
place. 1 saw them once more go to the vessel, and come back 
with an old man, who brought with him a youth, seemingly well- 
made, and about fourteen or fifteen years old. They all descended 
at the spot where the trap-door had boon lifted up. After they 
came out again, they shut down tho door, and covered it with 
earth as before ; and then returned to the creek where their vessel 
lay •, but I observed that the young man did not come back with 
them ; whence I concluded that he remained in the subterraneous 
place. This circumstance very much excited my 'astomsbmont. 
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The old man and the slaves then emharhcd, and, hoisting the 
sails, departed for the mainland. When I found the vessel had 
got so far off that I could not bo perceived by the crow, I came 
down from the tree, and wont directly to the place where I bad 
seen them dig away the earth, I now did as they had done, and 
at last discovered a stone, two or three feet square. I lifted it up, 
and found that it concealed the entrance to a flight of stone stairs. 
I descended, and at the bottom perceived that I was in a large 
chamber, the floor of which was covered with a carpet, and there 
was also a sofa and some cushions covered with a rich stuff, where 
I saw a young man sitting down with a fan in his hand. I distin- 
guished all these things by the light or two torches, as I did also 
the fruit and pots of flowers, which were near him. At the sight 
of me the young man was much alarmed ; bull assured him that 
I had come to do him no harm and asked him who he was. The 
young man then said, ‘ My father is a jeweller, who has acquired 
by his industry and great skill in his profession a very large 
fortune. He had been married a long time without having any 
children, when one night he dreamed he should have a son, whose 
life, however, would be but short. This dream, when bo awoke, 
gave him great uneasiness. After my birth my father consulted 
the astrologers, who answered, “ Your son will live without any 
accident or misfortune till be is fifteen ; but he will then run a 
great risk of losing his Ufa, and will not escape from it without 
much difficulty. If, however, he should have the good fortune 
not to perish, his life will continue many years. About this time 
too” they added, "the equestrian statue of brass, which stands on 
the top of the loadstone mountain, will bo overthrown by Prince 
Agib.the son of King Cassib, and fall into the sea ; and the stars 
also inform us that fifty days afterwards your son will be killed by 
that prince.” 

As this prediction agreed with my father's dream, he was very 
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much struck and afflicted by it. He, however, took the greatest care 
bf my education till’ the present moment, which is the fifteenth 
'year of my age. He was yesterday informed that ten days ago the 
brazen figure was overthrown by the prince whom I mentioned to 
you: and this intelligence alarmed him so much that he hardly’ 
looks like the same man. 

For a long time past, he has taken the precaution to have this 
dwelling built, in order to conceal me for the fifty days after he 
learned that the statue had been overthrown. It was on this 
account that, as soon as he knew what had happened ten days 
since, he came here for the purpose of concealing me during the 
forty days that remain ; and he has promised at the expiration of 
that time to come and take me back.’ 

Hearing this history, I swore to the young man that I would 
stay with him and protect him till the time of danger was passed. 
Wo passed thirty-nine days in the most pleasant manner possible 
and at length the fortieth arrived. The youth then prepared him- 
self for the arrival of his father. When ho had bathed and slept 
he said to me, ‘ Oblige me, my prince, and bring me a melon and 
some sugar. I want to eat something to refresh me.’ 

I brought ajnelon, and put it on a plate, and, as I could not find 
a knife to cut it, I asked the youth if he knew where there was one. 

‘ There is one,’ he replied, ‘ upon the shelf over my head.’ I looked 
up and perceived one there ; hut I strained myself so much in en- 
deavouring to get it, that at the very moment I had it in my hand, 
my foot by some means got entangled in the covering of the bed, 
and I unfortunately fell down on the young man, and pierced him to 
the heart with the knife. He expired the very same instant. 

Then fearing the anger of his father, I hid myself. Soon his 
ship arrived and, finding his son dead, he buried him with much 
lamentation and sailed away. 
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I now remained alone in the island for a month, at the end of 
which time I perceived the sea considerably diminish ; the island 
appeared to become larger, and the mainland approached nearer. 
In truth, the water decreased so much that there was now only a 
small channel between me and the continent, and I passed r)vei 
without being deeper than the middle of my leg. When I reached 
the mainland I beheld a castle of red copper. While I stood gazing 
at it, ten well-made young men came out for the purpose, as it ap- 
peared, of walking, and I noticed that they were all blind of their 
right eye ; an old man of rather large stature, whose appearance 
was very venerable, accompanied them. 

On seeing me, they asked me who I was and when I had told 
them all they invited me into the castle. I accepted their offer, 
and passing through many rooms, all well furnished and appointed, 
we came at length to a large and magnificent apartment, where 
there were ten small blue sofas, placed in a circle but separate from 
each other, which served both to sit on and to rest during the day, 
and also. to sleep upon in the night. In the midst of this circle 
there was another sofa, less raised, but of the same colour, upon 
which the old man of whom I had spoken sat, while the young 
ones seated themselves upon the other ten. As each sofa held 
only one person, one of the young men said t)) me ‘Sit down, my 
friend, upon the carpet in the middle of this place; and do not 
endeavour to find out anything about us, nor ask the reason why 
we are all blind of the right eye ; be satisfied with what you see, 
and do not carry your curiosity any farther.’ After supper one of 
the young men, now observing that it was so late, said to the old 
one, ‘ You see that it is time to retire to rest, and yet you do not 
bring us what is necessary for us to discharge our duty.’ At 
this the old man got up, and went into a cabinet, from whence he 
brought Upon his head ton basins, one after the other, all covered 
with blue stuff ; bo placed one of them with a torch before each of 
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tbo young men. They nneovered tlicir bneinn, in which there 
weroBomo nshes, some chaicoal in powder, nnd some lamp-blnck. 
They mi-sed nli these togolbor, nnd began to rub them over their 
lacca, nnd smear their countenances until their appearance was very 
frightful. After they had blacked thomaclvesover in this manner, 
they began to weep, to make great lamentations, and to beat their 
heads and breasts, calling out inccsaantly all the lime, ‘ Bebold 
the consequences of our idleness.’ 

They passed almost the whole night in this strange occupation. 
At last they ceased, wlion the old man brongbt them some water in 
which, they washed their faces and hands. They tiicn took off 
their dresses, which were much torn, nnd put on others. 

The next day I begged them to explain the meaning of their 
strange behaviour. They refused, but, at last, seeing me re- 
solved to know the truth, thoy took a sheep and killed it; after 
they had taken off the skin, they gave mo the knife they had 
made use of, and said, ‘ Take this knife ; it will serve you for 
an occasion of which we will soon inform yon. We arc going 
to sew you vip in this skin, in which it is necessary you should 
be entirely concealed. Wo shall, then leave yon in this place, 
and retire. Soon afterwards, a bird of a moat enormous size, 
which thoy call a roc, 'viU .appear in the air, and, taking you 
for a sheep, ^wiU plunge down upon you, and lift you up to the 
clouds ; but do not let this alarm you. Tlie bird will soon return 
with his prey towards the earth, and will lay yon down on 
the top of a mountain As soon as youdeel yourself upon the, 
ground, rip open the skin with the knife, and show yourself. 

' Qn seeing you. the roc will bo alarmed, and fly away, leaving 
you at liberty. Do not stop tlJero ; but go on until yon arrive 
at a great castle entirely covered with plates of gold, sot with 
large emeralds and other precious stones. Go to the gate, which 
is always open, and enter. All of ua who are hero have been in 
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this castle ; but wo will toll you nothing of what wo saw, nor what 
happened to us, as you will learn everything yourself. The only 
thing we can inform you of is, that it has coat each of us a right 
eye, and the punishment which you have witnessed is what wO 
are obliged to undergo in consequence of our having been there. 

As soon as the young man had finished his speech, I wrapped 
myself up in the sheep-skin, and took the knife which they had 
given me. After they had sown mo up 'in it, they left me in 
that place, and retired into their apartment. The roc soon 
appeared, and everything happened as the young men had pre- 
dicted, and I came to the castle. 

Opposite to me I saw an open door through which I entered 
into a large saloon, where forty young females wore sitting, whoso 
beauty was so perfect that it was impossible to imagine any 
beauty greater. They were all very magnificently dressed, and 
as soon as they perceived me they got up, and, without waiting 
for mo to pay my compliments, they called out, with appearance 
of great joy, ‘Welcome, my brave lord, you are welcome’ : and 
one of them, speaking for the rest, said, ‘ We have a long time 
expected a person like you. Your manner shows that you posse.s3 
all the good qualities we could wish, and we hope that you will 
not find our company either disagreeable or unworthy of yon.’ 
After some resistance on my part, they forced me to sit down 
on a place that was more raised than theirs ; and, when I shewed 
them it was unpleasant to me, they said, ‘ It is yonr place ; from 
this moment you are our lord, our master, and our judge ; we 
are your slaves, and ready to obey your commands.’ 

I passed a whole year with these forty ladies. At the end of 
that time one of them said to me, ‘ At the end of each year we 
are compelled to absent ourselves forty days, to fulfil some duties, 
which' cannot be dispensed with, but which we are not at liberty 
to reveal ; after this, we again return to this castle. Yesterday the 
year finished, and to-day we must leave you.’ 
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Before they went they gave mo the keys of the castle. Among 
them were the keys of a hundred doors which opened out of 
the courtyard. One of these doors was of gold and they 
warned me strictly never to enter that door, for if 1 did so 
great trouble would fall both on mo and on them. I promised 
to do as they warned me. After their departure I opened 
one by one all the doors, till only the golden one remained. 
The wonderful and valuable things which I found in each of 
the ninety-nine rooms so excited my curiosity that at last I 
opened the golden door. Before I oven sot my foot inside, 
a very agreeable odour struck me, but it was so powerful that it 
made mo faint. I soon, however, recovered, hut, instead of profit- 
ing by such warning and giving up all idea of satisfying my 
curiosity, I entered ; I first waited till the odour was lessened and 
dispersed through the air. I then felt no inconvenience from it. 
tl found a very large and vaulted room, the floor of which was 
strewed with saffron. It was illuminated with lights made 
of aloewood and ambergris, and placed on golden stands ; these 
afforded a strong smell. The brightness caused by these was 
still further increased by many lamps of silver and gold, which 
were filled with oil composed of many perfumes. ' 

Among the numerous objects which attracted my attontiou 
was a black horse, the best-formed and most beautiful that 
ever was seen. I went close to it in order to observe it 
more attentively. The saddle and bridle which wore on 
it, were of massive gold, richly worked. On one side of its 
manger there was clean barley and sesame, and the other 
1 was filled with rose-water ; I' then took hold of its bridle, 
and led it towards the light, to examine it the better. I moun- 
ted it, and endeavoured to make it go, but as it'would not move, 

I struck it with a switch, which I had found in its magnificent 
stable. It had hardly felt the stroke, before it began to neigh 
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in a most dreadful manner ; then, spreading its wings, which 
I had not till that moment perceived, it rose so high in the air 
that I lost eight of the ground. At length it began to descend 
towards the earth, where it alighted ; then, without giving mo 
time to get down, it shook me so violently that I fell off behind, 
and with the end of its tale it dashed out my right eye. 

This was the way I became blind. The horse itself immediate* 
ly after spread its wings, took flight, and disappeared. I rose up, 
much afflicted at the misfortune, which I had thus brought 
upon myself, and started in the direction of Baghdad. 

During my journey, I shaved my beard and eyebrows, and 
put on the habit of a calender. I was a long time on the road, 
and it was only this evening that I arrived in the city. At the 
entrance of one of the gates I encountered these two calenders, 
my brethren, who were equally strangers with myself., We 
were all much surprised with each other at the singular circum* 
stance of having each lost our right eye.’ 

When the third calendar had finished the recital of his 
history, Zobeide, addressing hereself both to him and his 
brethren, said, ‘ Depart, you are all three at liberty to go 
wherever you please.' ‘ Pardon, madam answered one of them, 
‘ our curiosity, and permit us to stay and hear tbe adventures 
of these gentlemen, who have not yet spoken.’ The lady then 
tamed to tbe side where sat the caliph, the vizier Giafar, and 
Mesrour, of whoso real character she was still ignorant, and 
desired each of them to relate his history. 

The grand vizier, Giafar, who was always prepared to speak, 
immediately answered Zobeide. ‘ In order to obey you, madam,’ 
said he, ‘we have only to repeat to you what we already related 
before we entered.’ > 

Zobeide, after listening to this, seemed to hesitate what she 
should say, but the three c.alender8 entreated her to be equally 
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goneroiiB to the throe protended merchants of Mosul as she had 
been to them. ‘ Well, then,’ she cried, ‘ I agree to it. I wish all 
of you to bo under the same obligation to mo. I will therefore 
do you this favour, but it is only on condition that you instantly 
quit this house, and go wherever you please.' Zobeide gave 
this order in a lone of voice that shewed she meant to bo obeyed ; 
the Caliph, the vizier, Mesrur, the three calenders, and the 
porter, therefore, went away without replying a word, for the 
presence of the seven armed slaves made them very respectful. 
They bad no sooner left the house and the door was shut, than 
the Caliph said to the three calenders, at the same time, without 
letting them know who he was, ‘ What, gentlemen, as you aro, 
strangers and but just arrived in this city, do you intend to do 
and which way do you think of going, as it is not yet daylight? 
‘ This very thing, sir,’ answered they, much embarrasses us.’ 
‘Follow us, then,’ replied the Caliph, ‘ and we will relieve you 
from this difficulty.’ He then whispered to his vizier, and 
ordered him to conduct them to his own house, and bring them 
to the palace in the morning. ‘ I wish,’ added ho * to have 
their adventures written, for they are worthy of a place in the 
annals of my reign.’ 

The next morning, being resolved to know who the three 
ladies and the black dogs were, the Caliph summoned them to 
his presence, and in a kindly manner bade them tell him their 
history. 

Zobeide then spoke as follows ; — 

V ' 

THE HISTORY OF ZOBEIDE. 

Commander of the Faithful, the history which I am going to 
relate to your majesty is probably one of the most surprising 
you have ever heard. The two black dogs and myself are three 
sisters, having the same father and mother -, and I shall, in 

A-5 
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the course of my narration, inform you by what strange accident 
they have been transformed into these animals. The two ladies 
who livo with me, and who aro now here, are also my sisters, 
having the same father, but a different mother. She whose 
bosom is covered with scars is called Amino ; the name of the 
other is Safie, and I am called Zobeide.’ 

After the death of our father, the estate which ho left us 
ava'i equally divided amongst us. When my two liaU-sistors bad 
received their share, they wont and lived with their mother 
my other two sisters and I remained with ours, who was still 
alive, and who, when, she died, left a thousand sequins to each 
of as When we bad received what belonged to us, my two elder 
^ sisters, for I am the youngest, married. They of course wont 
to live with their husbands, and left mo alone. Not long after 
their marriage, the husband of my eldest sister sold everything 
he possessed and went to Africa whe're he squandered his 
own fortune and that of my sister, and then drove her from 
him. My sister then returned to Baghdad and lived with me, 
sharing all that I had. At length my other sister also returned 
in as miserable a state as the eldest bad done. Her husband 
had ill-treated her in a similar manner, .and I received her with 
the same kindness. ’ 

A year passed, and we continued on the best terms. I deter- 
mined now to make a sea voyage and risk some part of my fortune 
in commercial speculations. With this view I went with 
my two sisters to Bilsora, where I purchased a vessel ready for 
sea, which I loaded with the merchandise I had brought with 
me from Baghdad. We set sail, and after twenty days we made 

land. The first that appeared was 3 high mountain, at the foot 
of which was a town of considerable size. As the wind was 
fresh, we soon arrived in the harbour, where we cast anchor. 
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I was too impatient to wait till my sisters wore ready to accom- 
pany mo ; I therefore disembarked by myself, and went directly 
to the gate of the town. I observed rather a numerous guard, 
but the aspect of all of them was so hideous it frightened me. I 
saw, however, that they did not stir, and! even that their eyes 
were motionless. This gave me courage, and, on approaching 
still nearer to them, I perceived they were all petrified. I then 
entered the town, and passed through several streets in all of 
which I observed men in every attitude, but they were without 
motion, and absolutely turned into stone. Having arrived at a 
large open place in the middle of the town, I discovered a great 
gate, covered with plates of gold, the two folding doors of which 
were open. I passed on to a large court, where there were many 
people ; some seemed in the very act of going out, and others 
of entering ; nevertheless, they all remained in the same place 
since they also were turned into stone, in the same manner as 
those which I had before seen. I passed on to a second court, 
and from thence to a third ; but they wore both deserted, and a 
sort of horrid silence reigned throughout the place. Having ad- 
vanced to a fourth court, I saw opposite to me a very beautiful 
building, the windows of which were shut with a trellis of massive 
gold. I concluded that this was the apartment of the queen'. 

I passed on, and went into a chamber very richly decorated, in 
which I perceived a lady, who was also transformed to atone ; 
I knew that this was the queen, by a crown of gold which she 
had upon her head, and by a necklace of pe.arls, which were as 
largo and round as small nuts. From the chamber of the petri- 
fied queen I passed on through many other magnificent apart- 
ments, of various descriptions, amusing myself thus until it was 
midnight, when I heard a voice like that of a man who was 
reading the Koran, in the same manner, and in a similar tone, as 
it was the custom to read it in our mosques. This gave me 
groat joy ; I immediately got up, and taking a torch to light me; 
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I came to tlie door of a cabinet, from which I was sure the voice 
issued. A young man of pleasant countenance was seated upon 
a carpet, and recited with great attention from the Koran, which 
lay before him upon a small desk. The young man, on observing 
me, said. ‘ I entreat you, lady, to tell me who you are, and what 
has brought you to this desolate town I will inform you, in 
return, who I am, what has happened to me, and for what 
reason the inhabitants of this town are reduced to the condition 
you have seen ; and how it happens, also, that I alone am safe, 
and have escaped so dreadful a disaster.’ 

I related to him, in a few words, whence I came, what had 
induced me to make this voyage, and how I had fortunately 
arrived at this port after twenty days’ sail. 

He then told me that all the inhabitants of the city had been 
turned to stone because they refused to follow the teachings of 
the Prophet, but that he, having learnt the Koran in his youth 
from his nutse who was a true believer, had been spared. I then 
offered to take him back with me to Baghdad and he joyfully 
agreed. But on the voyage my sisters, being jealous of the 
friendship between the young man and me and thinking that 
I would marry him, one night threw us both into the sea. The 
young prince was drowned but I escaped to a small desert island. 
Soon after, while I was resting in the shade, I saw a long and 
large serpent with wings which was being pursued by a still 
larger serpent. Taking pity on the smaller serpent I seized a 
stone aud with it killed the large serpent. The other, finding 
itself at liberty, immediately opened its wings and flew away. 
I continued to look for some time at this verv extraordinary 
animal ; but having lost sight of it, I again seated myself in the 
shade in another spot, and fell asleep. 

Conceive what was my astonishment, when I awoke, to find 
close by my side a black woman, of a lively and agreeable 
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expression of countenance, liolding by a chain two dogs of the 
same colour. I immediately sat up, and anked her who she was. 

‘ I am’, she replied, ‘ that serpent which you delievered not long 
since from its most cruel enemy. To repay you for your services 
to me, with the help of other fairies like myself, I have transported 
all the goods in your ship to Baghdad, where you will find them 
safe. I have punished your two sisters by changing them into 
these black dogs, but this punishment will not bo suflioient, and 
I wish you to treat them in the manner I am going to point out.’ 

At this instant the fairy took both the two black dogs and 
myself in her arms, and transported us to Baghdad, where I 
perceived, laid up in my warehouse, all the riches with which 
my vessel had been laden. Before the fairy left me she delivered 
to mo the two biack dogs, and spoke ns follows ; 

‘ I command you, under the penalty of being changed to a 
similar animal, to inflict upon each of your sisters, every night, 
one hundred lashes with a whip,- as a punishment for the crime' 
they hove committed against you and the young prince, whom 
they have drowned.’ I felt myself obliged to promise to do what 
she required. 

Every evening from that instant I have, though unwillingly, 
treated them in the manner your majesty saw last night. I 
endeavour to express to them, by my tears, with what repugnance 
and grief I fulfil my cruel duty ; and in all this you may plainly 
perceive that I am rather to be pitied than blamed. If there be 
anything else that regards me, and of which you may" wish to be 
informed, ray sister Amine, by the recital of her history, will 
afford you every explanation.’ 

THE HISTORY OB' AMINE. , 

Commander of the Eaithful (began Amine), that I may not 
repeat those things which your majesty has already been informed , 
of by my sister, I will only mention that my mother, having 
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taken a house to pass her widowhood in private, first bestowed 
me in marriage on the heir of one of the richest men in this city. 

I had not been married quite a year, before my husband died. 
I thus became a widow, and was in possession of all his property, 
which amounted to above ninety thousand sequins. I was one 
day quite alone, and employed about my domestic affairs, when my 
servants came and told me that a lady wanted to speak with me. 
I desired them to'let her come in. She appeared to be very far 
advanced in years. On her entrance she saluted me, by kissingtho 
ground, and then rising on her knees, she said, ‘ I entreat you. 
my good lady, to excuse the liberty which I have taken in coming 
to importune you ; but the report I have received of your charitable 
disposition is the cause of my boldness. I must inform you, most 
honourable lady, that I have an orphan daughter, who is to be 
married to-day ; we are both strangers, and have not the least 
knowledge of any one in this city. This causes ns great anxiety 
and confusion, because we wish that the inportant family, with' 
which we are going to be connected, should believe that we are 
not altogether unknown, but are of some respectability. It is 
lor this reason, most charitable lady, that I ask you to oblige ns 
by honouring the marriage with your presence,’ 

I agreed and that evening I accompanied the old lady who 
took me to a large house. They conducted me through a court 
into a large hall, where I was received by a young lady of incom- 
parable beauty. ' You have come here, madam,’ she said to me. 

* to assist at some nuptials ; but I trust they will belong to diffe- 
rent persons from those which you expect. I have a brother 
who is one of the most handsome and accomplished of men. He 
is so charmed with the description which he has heard of your 
beauty, that he will be most wretched if you do not take pity 
-upon him and marry him.’ Thereupon a young man of great 
beauty and grace appeared. I agreed to marry him. Before 
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the njarringe woa performed my new liuaband made one condi- 
tion, that after our inarringo I should neither see nor speak to 
any other man than hinifielf. I agreed and we \Yero married in 
due form. About a month sdterwards I went with n few atten- 
dantB into the Rtreole to buy some silk. Tlio silk, which the 
merchant showed mo, was of such beauty that I was dotennined 
to possess it whatever tho price. The merchant however insisted 
tlint I might have it on only one condition, that I permitted him 
to kiss my c\>eek. Do would not part with it for gold or silver. 
I roluclantiy agreed. I then drew aside me veil, when, instead 
of kissing me, tho merchant gave me Bucli a bite that the blood 
flowed from the wound. 

On my return home I endonvourod to conceal my wound 
from my husband, but in vain I dared not tell him tho true 
cause of my misfortune, and, declaring that I had broken my 
promise, he commanded his slaves to kill mo and throw my body 
into tho Tigris. But the old woman who had been his nurse hogged 
him to have mercy and at length he said to her ‘ Well then, 
out of regard for you I will grant her life ; but I am determined 
she shall not go unpunished.’ Then one of tho slaves, by his 
order, gave me so many blows with a small pliant cane on my 
sides and bosom, that tho skin and flesh wore torn in every part. 

I was obliged to keep my bed four months ; at length T was cured, 
but all tho scars, which I could not prevent you from seeing 
yesterday, have remained there ever since. When I was cured 
I took shelter with my dear sister Zobeide, with whom I have 
lived ever since.’ Amino then concluded her history by telling 
the Sultan how tho porter and the three calenders had come to 
bo in their house the night before. 

Tho Caliph TIarun .Alrashid was very well satisfied with 
tho account, ho thus received, and bo publicly expressed tho 
pleasure wliich those narratives had afforded him. When he 
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had thus satisfied his curiosity he wished to ^ give some proofs 
of his generosity and munificence to the royal unfortunates, and 
also to make the three ladies experience his bounty. He said 
to Zobeide, ‘ Has not that fairy, madam, whom you first heheld 
under the form of a serpent, given you any information where 
she lives ; or rather, has she not promised to see you again, and 
suffer the two dogs to reassume their natural form ? ’ 

‘ I ought not to have forgotten. Commander of the Faithful, 
replied Zebeide, ‘ to have informed you that the fairy put a 
small packet of hair into my hand ; saying at the same time that 
I should one day have occasion for her presence ; and then, if 
I only burnt two single hairs, she would instantly be with me 
although she should happen to be beyond Mount Caucasus. 
‘Where, madam,’ replied ,the Caliph, ‘ is this packet of hair? ’ She 
took it out of her pocket, and, opening the lid of the box in which 
she kept it, she showed it to him. ‘ Let us then’, cried the 
Caliph, ‘ make the fairy appear now.’ 

Zobeide having agreed, they brought some fire, and she 
directly put the contents of the packet upon it. At the same 
moment the whole palace shook, and the fairy, in the shape of 
a lady most magnificently dressed, appeared before the Caliph. 
‘ Commander of the Faithful’, said she to the prince, ‘ you'see me 
here, ready to receive your commands. The lady, who has 
called me here at your desire, has rendered me a very important 
service ; to give her proof of my gratitude, I have punished the 
perfidy of her sisters by transforming them into dogs, but if your 
majesty desires it, 1 will restore them to their natural shape.’ 

‘ Beautiful f.iiry ' answered the Caliph, ‘ you cannot afford me 
a greater ple.wure than by granting me that favour. But I have 
another request to make to you on behalf of the ].idy, who has 
been bo ill treated by her husband. As you are acquainted with 
almost everything, you can doubtless tell me the cruel wretch 
who treated her so ill.’ 
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‘ I will restore the two dogs to their original form,’ replied 
the fairy ; ‘ 1 will cure the lady of all her scars perfectly ; and I 
will then inform you of the name of him who has treated her 
so ill.’ 

The Caliph instantly sent to Zobeide’s house for the two dogs ; 
when they were come, the fairy asked for a cupful of water, 
which they gave her. She pronounced some words over it, 
which they did not understand, and then threw some of it over. 
Amine and the two dogs. The latter were immediately changed 
into two females of most extraordinary beauty, and the scars of 
the former disappeared. The fairy then addressed the Caliph 
as follows : — ‘ I have, 0 Commander of the Faithful, only now to 
discover to you what IS the name of the unknown husband. He 
is very nearly related to you, since indeed he is Prince Amin, your 
eldest son.' Having concluded this speech, she saluted the Caliph 
and disappeared. 

The Caliph then called his son, Prince Amin, and told him he 
was acquainted with the secret of his marriage, and informed him 
of the cause of the wound in Amino’s cheek. The prince did not 
wait for his father to command him to take her again, but imme- 
diately received her. 

The Caliph next declared that he himself would marry Zobeide, 
and offered her other three sisters to the calenders, the sons of 
kings, who accepted them with much joy for their wives. The 
Caliph then assigned a most magnificent palace to each of them 
in the city of Baghdad : he raised them to the first offices of "the 
■ empire, and admitted them into his council. 

They sent for the first cadi of Baghdad, who, with proper 
witnesses, drew up the forms of marriage ; and the illustrious, 
and famous Caliph, Harun Alrashid, thus bestowed happiness on 
these persons, who had experienced such incredible misfortunes. 


CHAPTER IV 

THE HISTORY OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR. 

In tlio reign of the same Caliph, mentioned in the last story, 
namely Harun Alrashid, there lived in Baghdad a poor porter, 
who was named Hindbad. One day, during the excessive heat 
of summer, ho was carrying a heavy load from one extremity 
of the city to the other, and sat down to rest opposite a large 
house. He did not know who the owner of the house was, as 
he had not passed that way before. On learning from a servant 
that the owner was the famous and wealthy voyager, Sindbad, he 
contrasted hia unhappy lot with that of the fortunate Sindbad, 
and said, ‘ What has he done to obtain sneh happiness or I to 
deserve such misery ? ’ 

A servant then came out and said that his master wished 
to speak to him. He led him into a spacious room, where 
a number of persons were seated round a table, which was 
covered with all kinds of delicate food. In the principal 
seat was a grave and venerable personage, whose long white 
heard hung down to his breast ; and behind were standing a 
crowd of officers and servants to wait on him. This person was 
Sindbad. The porter, quite confused by the number of the 
company, and, the magnificence of the entertainment, made bis 
obeisance, with fear and trembling. Sindbad asked biro to 
approach, and, seating bimat his right hand, helped him himself 
to the choicest dishes, and gave him some excellent wine to drink 
After the feast Sindbad said/ to the porter, ' I heard the words 
you spoke outside ray house, and to show you that I have only 
obtained my present riches after incredible snfierings, I will 
' ve you an account of my seven voyages. 
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In niy youth I wnstoJ in riolouB living thn wealth I inhoritod 
from my father. I then doterminod to tine tiio pmall sum that 
renmined in trade, and ombnrki'd on a ship with somo morohantn. 
One.day, shortly after we set sail, we were becalmed before a 
small inland which was green like a henntiful meadow. Some 
of ua landed on the inland, and lit. a fire to cook our food, but in a 
short time the island suddenly began to tremble and wo felt a 
severe shock. \Vc then perceived that the island wan really 
the back of a whale and all tri«l to escape to the ship. Mont 
of us escaped, but before I could leave its back, the whale plunged 
into the water with tno on its back The c-iptain set Kail with tbo 
rent and left me to tlio mercy of the waves. The whale Iwre 
me on its back a day and a night till at last a big wave cast me 
on an island. Here I found horses of great beauty and men in 
charge of them. On hearing iny advcnlnre, the men offered 
me somo food and fold mo that they were grooms to King 
Mibrnge, who was the sovereign of that isle ; and that they came 
every year about that time to pasture the king’s horses. The 
next day, they added, was the day fi.tod for their departure, and 
if I bed been one day later I roust certainly have perished, because 
they lived so far off that it wan impossible to reach their hahifations 
without a guide 

The following day they returned to the capital of the island 
with the horses, whither I accompanied them, and on my arrival 
the king treated me with great kindness. 

One day, as I was standing near the port, I saw a ship 
come towards tho land : wiien they had cast anchor, they began 
to unload its goods, and tho merchants to whom they belonged 
took them away to their warehouses. Happening to cast my 
eyes on some of (ho pnekages, I saw my name written, and 
having attentively examined them, T concluded them to be these, 
which I had embarked in the .ship in which T left Dalsora. 
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I also rccolloctcd tlio captain ; but, na I was pDrauadod that 
he thought me dead, I went up to him, and s'-kcd him to whom 
those parcels belonged. * I had on Ixiard with me’, replied he, ' e 
morchnntof Baghdad, named Sindbnd ; one day, when wo were 
near an island, at least such 5i appeared to ho, ho, with eomo other 
passengers, went ashore on this Bupposed island, which was no 
other than an enormous whale which had fallen asleep on the sur- 
faco of the water. The fish no sooner felt the heat of the fire they 
had lighted on its back, to cook tlicic provisions, Uiati it began to 
move, and plunge about the sea. Most of the persona who were, 
on it were drowned, and the unfortunate Siiidbad was one of 
the number. These parcels belonged to him, and I have resolved 
to sell them, that, if I meet with any of his family, I may bo able 
to return them the profit I have made of tho principal.’ * Captain,' 
said I, then, ‘ I am that Sindbad whom you supposed dead.’ The 
Captain at first would not believe that I was really Sindbad. Ba 
said that he had seen Sindbad perish with his own eyes. I thoa 
told him how Iliad been saved. Do was amazed but at last 
recogniEod mo and embraced mo. I then returned with him 
safely to Balsora. I purchased slaves of each sox and bought a 
magnificent house and grounds. I thus established myself, and 
determined to forget the disngree.ablo things 1 had endured and 
to enjoy the pleasures of life.’ 

Sindbad here ceased, and giving tho porters purse contain- 
mg a hundred sequins bade him go home and return the next 
day and hear the continuation of his adventnres. 

Hindbad dressed himself in his best clothes on the following 
day, and returned to the house of Sindbad, who received him 
with smiling looks and a friendly air. As soon as the guests 
were all arrived, the table was served, and they sat down to eat. 
When the repast was finished, Sindbad thus addressed his guests, 
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' Gentlemen, I request you to lialcn to me, while I relate the 
adventures of my second voyage. They are more worthy of your 
attention than were those of my first.' The company wiw silent 
and Sindbad began as follows — 

THE SECOND VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR. 

‘ I had resolved, after ray firnt voyage, to pass the rest of my 
days in pc.acc at Baghdad, ns I had the honour to tell yon yes- 
terday. But I soon grew weary of an idle life ; and the desire 
of seeing foreign countries returned. I bought some rPerchan- 
dise.andlsot oft a second time with some merchants, upon 
whose honesty I could rely. Wo embarked in a good vessel, 
and having recommended ourselves to the care of the Almighty, 
we began our voyage. 

We went from island to island, and made some very advan- 
tageous exchanges. One day we landed on an island which was 
covered with a variety of fruit trees, but so wild that we could 
not discover any habitation, or the trace of a human being. After 
walking about the island I sat down to rest and fell asleep. When 
I awoke I found my companions gone and the ship at full sail in 
the far distance. Resigning myself to ray fate, I climbed a high 
tree and looked about me. Perceiving something white 
I walked towards it aud, as I approached, I perceived 
It to be a white ball of a prodigious size, aud when I got near 
enough to touch it, I found it was soft. I walked round it to 
find whether there was an opening, but could find none ; and 
it appeared so oven, that it was impossible to got up it. The 
circumference might be about fifty paces. 

The sun was then near sotting ; the air grew suddenly dark, 
as if obscured by a thick cloud. T was surprised at this change, 
but much more so when I perceived it to be caused by a bird of 
a most extraordinary size, which was flying towards mo. I recol- 
lected having heard sailors speak 'of a bird ■ called a roc ; and I 
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conceived that tbe great white ball, which had drawn my atten- 
tion, mu8t be the egg of this bird. J was not mistaken, for 
shortly after it alighted on it, .and placed itself as if to sit Upon 
it. When I saw it coming, I drew near to the egg, so that I b.ad 
one of the claws of the bird j nst before me; this claw was as 
big as the trunk of a large tree. I tied myself to it with the 
linen of my turban, in hopes that the roc, when it took its flight 
the next morning, would carry me with it out of that desert 
island. My plan succeeded, for at the break of day the roc flew 
away, and carried me to such a height that I could not distm- 
gnish the earth ; then it descended with such rapidity that I 
almost lost my senses. When the roc had alighted, I quickly 
■untied the knot that confined me to its foot, and had scarcely 
loosed myself when it darted on a serpent of an immeasnrahlo 
length, and seizing it in its beak, flew away. 

The place in which the roc left me w.is a very deep valley, 
surrounded on all sides with mountains of a great height. 

In walking along this valley, I remarked that it was strewed 
with diamonds, some of which were of an aatonishing size. 
The next morning, while I was still asleep on the ground, some- 
thing tumbling -near me, with a great noise, awoke me. 

It was a large piece of fresh meat, and at the same moment 
I saw a number of such pieces rolling down the rocks from 
above. 

I had always disbelieved the accounts which I had heard 
related, by seamen and others, of the valley of diamonds and of 
the means by which merchants procured them. I now knew 
them to be true. The method is this : the merchants go to the 
mountains, which surround the valley, about the time that 
the eagles hatch their young. They cut large pieces of 
meat, and throw them in to the valley ; and the diamonds^ 
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on which they • laU stick to ihoin. The cnglcB which arc 
larger and atrongcr iu that country than in any other, seise 
these piocea of juoat, to carry to their young at the top of the 
rocks. The merchants then run to tlicir ncsta, nnd by varioua 
noises oblige tho eagles to retreat ; and then take the diamonds 
that have stuck to the pieces of meat. This is the method they 
employ to procure the diamonds out of the valley, which is 
inaccessible on every side. I had mipposed it impossible ever 
to leave this valloy and began to look on it as my tomb ; but on 
seeing this I changed my opinion, and entertained hopes of 
saving my life. I collected the largest diamonds I could find, 
and with them filled my leather bag, in which 1 had carried my 
provisions. I then look one of the largest pieces of meat, and 
tied It tigiu round mo with the linen of,my turban ; in this 
state I laid myself on the ground, having first fastened on my 
leather hag in a soourc manner. 

I had not been long in this situation, before the onglos began 
to descend, nnd each seized a piece of moat, with which it flow 
away. One of the strongest, hiving darted on the piece to which 
I was attached, carried mo up with it to its nest. The mer- 
chants then began their cries to frighten away the eagles, and, 
when they had obliged them to quit their prey, one of them 
approached me, but was much surprised and alarmed on seeing 
mo. f however related to him how I had come there and gave 
him one of the diamonds in my bag. The merchants suffered 
me to stay with them nnd I accompanied them on their return 
voyage. We reached the nearest port in safety, and from thence 
sailed to an island, which produces the tree whence camphor is 
extracted ; a tree so large and thick that a hundred men may bo 
shaded by it with case. 

The rhinoceros is a native of this island : it is a smaller 
animal than the elephant, yet larger than the buffalo. It has 
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a hom on the nose, about a cubit in length ; this horn is solid 
and cut through the middle from one extremity to the other, and 
on It are several white lines, which represent the figure of a man. 
The rhinoceros fights with the elephant, and, piercing him with 
his horn, carries him off on his head ; but as the fat and blood 
of the elephant run down on his eyes and blind him, he falls on 
the ground, and, what will astonish you, the roc comes and 
seizes them both in its claws, and flies away with them to feed 
its young. 

On my return to Bagdad, the first thing I did was to distribute 
a great deal of money amongst the poor, and I enjoyed with 
credit and honour the rest of my immense riches, which I bad 
acquired with so much labour and fatigue.’ 

Hera Sindbad completed the relation of his second voyagS’ 
He ordered a hundred sequins to be given to Hindbad, whom h® 
invited to come on the morrow to hear the history of the third 
voyage. When Hindbad and the other guests had again assembled 
he began the detail of his third voyage : — 

THE THIRD VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE ^AlLOE._ 

‘Notwithstanding the comfortable way of "life in which 
I had settled myself, I soon became desirous to travel, 
again ; and having conveyed some rich merchandise to 
Balsora, I again embarked with other merchants. Yfo 
made a long voyage, and touched at several ports,, and traded 
profitably. One day, when we were in the open sea, we were 
overtaken by a violent tempest, which drove us near an 
island, and we were compelled to anchor there to repair our 
ship. When the sails were furled, the captain told' «s that 
the island was inhabited by hairy savages, who would com® 
to attack ns ; and although they were only dwarfs, we must 
not attempt to make any resistance : for, as their number was 
inconceivable, if we should happen to kill one, they would 
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upon ua like locusts, and destroy ua. No sooner had ho aaid 
this than we saw coming towards ua an iunumerahle horde of 
hideous savages, entirely covered with red hair, and about two 
feet high. They threw themselves into tlie aea, and swam to the 
ship, which they soon completely surrounded. They spoke to us 
as they approached, hut we could not understand their language. 
They began to climb the aides and ropes of 'the vessel with so 
much swiftness and agility that their feet scarcely seemed to 
touch them, and soon reached the deck. 

They unfurled the sails, cut the cable from the anchor, aUd 
after dragging the ship to the shore, obliged us to disembark; 
after this they conveyed us to another island, from whence they 
had come. Wo left the shore, and, advancing farther into the 
island, we found some fruits and herbs, which wo ate to prolong 
^ our lives as much as possible, for wo all expected to be sacrificed. 
As we walked, wo perceived at some distance a considerable 
building, towards which we bent our way. It was a large 
and high palace, with a folding door of ebony, which opened 
as wo pushed it. We entered tho courtyard, and facing us 
saw a vast apartment, on one side of which was a large heap 
of human bones and on the opposite one a number of spits* for 
roasting. 

The sun was setting ; and, while we were in a state of great 
alarm at what we saw, tho door of the apartment suddenly 
opened, and the frightful figure of a black man, as tall as a 
large palm tree, came forward. In the middle of his forehead 
one eye, red and fiery as a burning coal, stood, alone ; his front 
teeth were long and sharp, and projected from his mouth, which 
was as wide as that of a horse, with the under lip hanging on his 
breast : his ears resembled those of an elephant, and covered his 
sboulders, and his long and curved nails were like the talons of 
an immense bird. At the sight of this hideous giant we all fainted 
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and remained a long time like dead men. At laat our Bcnsea 
returned, and we Raw liim examining hr with Ilia' piercing eve. 
When he had viewed ua well, he advanced towarda us, and 
having approached, he extended his hand to me, and taking me 
up bj’the neck, turned me, round all ways, as a butcher would 
handle the head of a sheep. After having well considered me, 
finding that I was little more than akin and bone, he released me. 
He took up each of the others in their turn, and examined them 
in the same manner, and, as the captain was the fattest of the 
party, he held him in one hand as I should a sparrow, and with 
the other thrust a spit through his body , then kindling a large 
fire, he roasted him, and ate him for his supper in the apartment, 
whither ha retired. Having finished his repast, he returned 
to the vestibule, where he lay down to sleep, and snored louder 
than thunder. He did not wake till the next morning, but tve 
passed the night in the most terrible suspense. When day-light 
returned, the giant awoke and went abroad, leaving us in the 
palace. 

The next evening the giant killed and ate another of my com* 
panions in the same manner. 


Next morning I formed a plan of escape First we built some 
rafts from a heap of wood which lay on the shore. Then, when 
the evening came and the giant had eaten another of our party and 
was asleep, ten of ns each took a spit ; we heated the points red- 
hot, thrust them into the giant’s eye, and blinded him. 

The pain which the giant suffered made him groan hideously i 
he suddenly raised himself, and e.xtended his arms on all sides 
to seize some one and kill him in his rage ; but, -fortunately, we 
had time to get at some distance from him and to throw ourselves 

on the ground m places where he could not set his feet on ns. 
After having sought ns in vam, he at last found the door and 
went out, bellowing With pain, ’ 
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Wo quilted tbo place inimediatoly after tlie giant, and 
repaired to the shore, in that part whore our rafts lay. Wo set 
them afloat, and waited till daybreak. Soon the giant appeared 
and we ran precipitately to our rafts, and rowed away as fast 
as possible. The other giants, seeing this, provided them- 
selves with large stones, hastened to the shore, and oven ventnred 
to their middles into the sea, to throw them at us, which they 
did so skilfully as to sink all the rafts excepting that I was upon, 
so that two of my companions and I myself were the only for- 
tunate ones, the others being all drowned. As we rowed with all 
OUT strength, we soon got out of reach of the stones, and at 
length had the good fortune to bo thrown on an island, where wo 
found some excellent fruits, which renewed our exhausted 
strength. 

Towards night we went to sleep ou the sea-shore, but were 
soon awakened by the noise which the scales of aa immense 
serpent, long as a palm-tree, made on the ground. It was so 
near to ua that it devoured one of my companions, notwith- 
standing the efforts he made to extricate himself ; for the' serpent 
shook him several times, and then, crushing him on the earth, 
quickly swallowed him. The next day, , though we took refuge 
in a tree, it raised itself against the trunk and swallowed my 
other companion in the same manner. 

I then collected a great quantity of small wood and furze, 
and tying it in faggots, put it round the tree in a large circle, 
and tied some across the top to cover my head. This being done, 
I enclosed myself within this circle when the evening came on. 
The serpent did not fail to return and try to devour me ; but ho 
could not succeed, on account of the rampait I had fornsed. The 
next morning I perceived a vessel at a great distance. I cried 
with all my strength, and unfolded the Uueu of my turban to 
attract the attention of those ou board. This had the desired 
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effect ; tbe crew saw me, and the captain sent a boat for me, and, 
after I bad told tbe mercbants and seamen bow I came to be on 
tbe island, they behaved very kindly tome. 

"U'e remained a considerable time at sea, and touched at 
several islands ; at length we entered a port and cast anchor, 
and the merchants began to unload their goods, to sell or ex- 
change them. One day the captain called me to him, and said, ■ 

‘ Brother, I have in iny possession some goods which belonged 
to a merchant, who was for sometime on board my ship. As 
this merchant is dead, I am going to have them valued, that I 
may render some account of them to his heirs, should I 
meet with them.’ The bales he was speaking of were already 
•upon deck. He showed them to me, saying, ‘ These are the goods 
in question ; I wish you to take charge of them, and sell them, 
on the condition of receiving what is usually due for your ^ 
trouble.’ I consented, and thanked him for the opportunity 
he afforded me of employing myself. 

* ' i 

On looking earnestly at the captain I recognised him to he 
the very same person ■who, in my second •voyage, had left me on 
the island. ‘ Captain,’ said I to him, ’was the merchant to whom 
these things belonged called Siudhad ? ’ ‘Yes,’ returned he, 

‘ that was his name ; he was from Baghdad, and embarked on 
board my vessel at'Balsora. One day, when be went ashore on 
an island for fresh water, I know not by what mistake, he was 
left behind ; none of the crew perceived it till four hours after, 
when the wind blew so fresh against us, that it was impossible 
fo return.’ ‘ You believe him to he dead ? ’ resumed I. ‘ Host 
assuredly, ’ replied the captain. ‘ ^Yell then,’ said I, ‘ open yoo'’ 
eyes and know 'that the same Sindbad whom you left in the 
desert is now before you. I fell asleep on tbe banks of a little 
stream, and when I awoke I perceived that the ship -was gone.’ 



TEE ARABIAN NIGHTS 


81 


At tbpse words, the wptain Pixel his eyes on tno very atten- 
tively, and at last recollected me. ‘ God bo praised !’ cried he. 
* Ilero are your goods, which I have preserved with care. I 
return them to you with the profit 1 hai'o made on them.’ 

At length, after a long voyage, we arrived at Balsora, from 
whence I came to Baghdad with so much wealth that I did not 
know the amount of it, 1 gave a great deal to the poor, and 
made considerable additions to my landed estates.’ 

Sindbad thus finished the history of his third voyage, and 
gave Hindbad a hundred sequins, inviting him to the usual 
repast on the morrow, and when he and the other guests had 
again met, Sindbad commenced the narrative of his fourth 
vovage • — 

THE FOURTH VOYAGE OP SINDBAD, THE SAILOR, 

‘ The pleasures into which I entered after my third voyage 
could not deter me from venturing on the sea again. Having 
settled my affairs, and furnished myself with merchandise, -I 
reached a port, where I embarked. Wo set sail, and touched at 
several ports, and oriental islands ; but, one day, wo were sur- 
prised by a sudden squall of wind, by which the vessel, becom- 
ing ungovernable, was driven on a sandbank, and went to pieces, 
so that a great number of the crew, as well as the cargo, 
perished. 

I had the good fortune, as well as some other merchants and 
sea-men, to get hold of a plank ; we were all drawn by the 
strength of the current towards an island that lay before us. Wo 
found some fruits and fresh water, which re-established our 
strength, and wo lay down to sleep in the spot where the waves 
had thrown us. The grief we felt at our misfortune rendered 
us careless of our fate. The next morning, when the sun was 
risen, wo left the shore, and advancing in the island, perceived 
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some flvrclHnps, townrcis vrhicli wo bent our way. 'IVhen we 
drew tiear, a great number of blanks came out to us, and sur- 
rounded us, seized our persons, of which they seemed io make 
a division, and then conducted us to their bouses. 

Five of my comrades and myself were taken into the same 
place. They made us sit down, and then offered ua a certain 
herb, inviting us by signs to eat of it. My companions, without 
considering that they who gave it us did not eat of it, eagerly, 

owing to their hunger, devoured it. I, wlio had a sort of pre- 
sentiment that It was for no good purpose, refused even to taste 
it; and it was well I did, for a short time after I perceived that 
my companions soon losUall recollection of their situation, and 
did not know what they said. The blacks then served us with 
some rice dressed with the oil of tbo cocoa-nut, and my com- 
rades, not being sensible of what they did, ate it ravenously. 

I ate some also, but very little. 

The blacks had presented the herb first to alTect our heads, 
and thus banish the sorrow which our miserable situation would 
create, and the rice was given to fatten us. As they were 
cannibals, they designed to feast on us wlien we were in good 
condition. My poor companions fell victims to this custom, 
because they had lost their senses, and could not foresee their 
destiny. As for me, instead of fattening as the others had done, 
I grew thinner every day. The fear of death, which constantly 
haunted me, turned the food I took to poison, and I fell into a 
state of languor, which was in the end very beneficial : for the 
blacks, having eaten my comrades, were contented to let me 
remain till I was in better condition. 

In the meantime I was allowed a great deal of liberty, and one 
day I escaped when the blacks were all absent. I fled for seven 
days, and on the eighth I came to the sea-shore ; here I saw some 
white people like myself, employed in gathering pepper, of 
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which there was in that place a great abundance. They came 
towards me as soon as they perceived me, and asked me in 
' Arabic whence I came. 

Delighted to hear mv native language once more, I readily 
complied with their request, and related to them the manner in 
whi’ch I had been shipwrecked, and had come to that island 
where I had fallen into the hands of the blacks. 

I remained with them until they had collected as much pepper 
as they chose, after which they made me embark with them in 
their vessel, and we soon reached another island, whence they 
had come They presented me to their king, who was a good prince. 
He listened to my adventures, which astonished him ; and he 
ordered for me some new clothes, and directed that care should 
be taken of me , f became a great favourite with him ; con- 
sequently all ranks of people endeavoured to please me, so that 
,I was soon considered more a native than a stranger. 

I remarked one thing, which appeared to me very singular. 
Every one, the king not excepted, rode on horseback without 
cither bridle or stirrups. I one day look the liberty to ash bis 
majesty why such things were not used. He replied that he 
was entirely ignorant of what I meant. ' 

I immediately went to a workman, and gave him a model 
to make the tree of a saddle from ; that finished, I covered it 
myself with leather, richly embroidered in gold, and stufFed it 
with h.iir. I then applied to a locksmith, who mudeme a bit 
according to tbe pattern I gave him, and some stirrups also 

When these things wore completed, T presented them to the 
king, and tried them on one of bis horses t the prince then 
mounted it, anti was so pleased with the invention, that he 
made considerable presents. I was then obliged to make 
several saddles for bis ministers and the principal oflicers of 
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Ms household, who all rewarded me witli very rich and hand- 
some presents. 

Shortly afterwards the king gave one of the ladies of his court 
to me in marriage. I lived with her happily for some time, 
but then I became anxious to return to my home in Baghdad. 

These were mj- sentiments, when, the wife of one of my neigh- 
bonr«, with whom I was very intimate, fell sick and died. I 
went to console him, and finding him in the deepest affliction, 

‘ May Heaven preserve you,’ said I to him, ‘ and grant vou a 
long life.’ ‘ Alas,’ replied he, ‘ how can I obtain what you wish 
me ? ' T have only one hour to live. This day I shall be ^buried 
with my wife. Such is the custom wlxich our ancestors have 
established in this island, and which is still inviolably observed ; 
the husband is interred alive with his deceased wife, the wife 
with the husband, in the same way ; nothing can save me, and 
every one submits to this law.’ 

Whilst he was relating to me this singular custom, his 
relations, friends, and neighbours arrived to he present at the 
funeral. They dressed the corpse of the woman in the richest 
attire, as on the day of her nuptials, and decorated her with all 
her jewels. They then placed her uncovered on a bier, and the 
procession set out. The husband, dressed in mourning, went 
immediately after the body of his wife, and the rest followed. 
They bent tbeir course towards a high mountain, and when they 
were arrived, a large stone, which covered a deep pit, was raised, 
and the body let down into it without taking- off any of the 
ornaments. After that the husband took his leave' of his relations 
and friends, and without making any resistance, suffered him- 
self to be placed on a bier, with a jug of water and seven small 
loaves by his side ; be was then let down, as his wife had been, 
'f’his mountain extended a great way, and served as a boundary 
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to the occm, and the pit was very deep. When the ceremony was 
coinplolcd, the atone was replaced, and the company retired. 

Soon a similar misfortune came on me. My wife died and 
I was treated in the same manner ns my friend had been. I 
bogged the king to show mercy to me as a stranger, but it was 
in vain, and 1 was left alone at the bottom of the pit. 

As I approached the bottom, I discovered, by the little light 
that shone from above, the shape of this snbterraneons abode. 

It was a vast cavern, which might be about fifty cubits doop. I 
soon smelt an insupportable stoiiob, which arose from the 
carcasses that were spread around. Plunged in grief as I was, 
yet the love of life still glowed within mo. I felt my 

way to the bier on which I had been placed. I found my . 
bread and water, of which I partook. The cave now 
appeared more spacious, and to contain more bodies than 
I had at first supposed. I subsisted for some days on my 
provisions ; but they were nearly oxhansted, when one day I hoard 
a sound like breathing and a footstep. I advanced to the part from 
whence the sound proceeded • I heard a louder breathing at my 
approach, and I fancied I saw some thing like a shadow fleeing 
from me. I followed this kind of shadow, which occasionally 
stopped, and tlien again retreated punting as I drew near. I 
pursued it so long, and wontso far that at last I perceived a small 
speak of light, resembling a star, I continued to walk towards 
this light till I arrived at an opening in the rock, largo enough to 
allow me to pass. I passed through, and I then perceived that the 
thing which I had heard pant, and which I had followed, was 
an animal that lived in the sea, and was in the habit of going 
into that cave to devour the dead bodies. 

I concealed myself in the cave for two or three days, when 
I perceived a vessel just sailing out of the harbour, and passing 
by the spot where I was. I made signs with the linen of my 
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furbAti, and cried aloud with all my strength. They heard me on 
board, and deppatobfd the boat to fetch me. When the" sailors 
inquired by wbat misfortune I had got in that place, I replied 
that I had been wrecked two days since on that shore. Fortu- 
nately for me, these people did not consider whether my story was 
probable, but, satisfied with my answer, they took me on board, 
and I arrived safely at Baghdad.’ 

Siudbad here concluded the relation of his fourth voyage, 
which syrprised his audience still more than the three preceeding 
ones had done. He repeated his present of a hundred sequins 
to Hindbad, and when he and the other guests had assembled 
on the following day, Siiidbad bcg.tn the account of his fifth 
voyage a.s follows : — 

THE FIFTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR. 

‘The pleasures T enjoyed soon made me forget the pains I had 
undergone ; yet they did not prevent my resolving to venture a- 
fifth time on the sea. I again provided ravself with merchandise, 
packed it, and sent it bv kind carriage to the nearest sea-port ; 
where, unwilling to trust any more to a c.aptain, and wishing to, 
have a vessel of my own, I built and equipped one at ray own 
expense. As soon as it was finished, I loaded it and embarked ; 
and as I had not sufficient cargo to fill it myself, I received 
several merchants of different nations with their goods. 

We hoisted our sails to the first fair wind, and put to sea. 
After we had sailed a considerable time, the first place we stopped 
, at was a deseit island, where we found the egg of a roc. of an 
immense size ; it contained a small roc, which was just ready to 
hatch. The merchants who were with me broke the egg with 
hatchets, and cut out the vonngroc piece by piece, and masted it 
Then we saw the father and mother of the young roc approach 
and fled in terror back to our ship. But they pm-sued us with' 
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a huge piece ot rock in their beakn, and one of them flying above 
the ahip let fall the rock so that it broke the ship into a thonsand 
pieces. AH the Bailor.^ and passengers were kdied Pave myself, 
I was mysetf'Under water for some time, but, rising again to the 
surface, I had the good fortune to seize a piece of tlie wreck, and 
Was borne safely on it by the wind to another island. 

I seated myself on the grass to rest from ray fatigue after 
which I arose and advanced into the island. I seemed to be in 
a delicious garden ; wbcrcvor I turned ray eyes I saw beautiful 
trees, pome loaded with green, others with ripe fruits, and trans- 
parent streams wandering between them. 1 ate of the fruits, 
winch I found to be excellent, and quenched my thirst at the 
inviting brooks. 

When I bad advanced some distance in the island, I perceived 
an old man, who appeared much broken down. He was seated 
on the bank of a little rivulet : at first I supposed he might be, 
like myself, shipwrecked. I approached and saluted liiin ; btit 
instead of replying, he made signs to me to take him on my 
Blioulders and cross the brook, making me understand that he 
wanted to gather some fruits. 

In order to render him this smal) service I took him on my 
back, and crossed the 8ti cam ; when I had reached the other 
side, I stopped, and desired him to alight; instead of which 
(I cannot help laughing whenever I think of it), this old man 
who appeared to me so decrepit, nimbly throw bis legs, wliicli 
I now saw were covered with a skin like a cow's, over my dpcIi, 
and seated himself fast on my shoulders, at the same time eqnpi-z- 
ing my throat so violently, that I expected to be strangled ; this 
alarmed me so ranch, that I fainted away. 

Notwithstanding my situation, the old man kept his place on 
my neck ; he only loosed his hold suflnciently to allow me to 
breathe. When I was a little .recovered, he pushed one of his 
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feet against my etoinacli, and, kicking ray side with tlie other, 
obliged me to get up. Ho then made me walk under tiomc trees, 
and forced me to gather and cat the fruit we mot with. He 
never quitted his hold during the day, and, when I wished to 
rest at night, he laid himself on the ground with me, always 
fixed to my neck. He ne\er failed to awaken mo, in the morning, 
wliich ho did by pushing mo, and then he made nie get up and 
walk, kicking me nil the time. 

One day, having found on the ground several dried gourds, 
which had fallen from the tree that bore them, 1 took a large one, 
and after having cleared It well, r squeezed into it the juice of 
several bunches of grapes, which the island produced in great 
abundance. When I had filled the gourd, I placed it in a parti- 
cular spot, and some days after returned with the old man. Tast- 
ing the contents, I found it to be converted into excellent wine, 
which fora little time made me forget the ills that oppressed me. 
It gave me new vigour, and raised my spirits so high that I 
began to sing and dance as I went along. 

The old man, perceiving the effect this liquor bad on my 
spirits, made signs to me to let him taste it; I gave him the 
gourd, and the liquor pleased him so well that he drank it to the 
last drop. There was enough to make him drunk ; he began 
' to sing after his own manner, and to stagger on my shoulders. 
His legs loosened by degrees ; so that finding he no longer held 
me tight, I threw him on the ground, where he remained motion- 
less ; I then took a large atone and crushed him to death. 

I n as much rejoiced at having so effectually got rid of this 
old man, .and I walked towards the sea shore, where I met some 
people who belonged to a vessel, which had anchored there to 
got fresh water. They were very much astonished at seeing me 
and hearing the account of my adventure. 
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'You had fallen,’ said they, ‘ into the hands of tho Old Man of 
the Sea, and you are the first whom he has not strangled ; he 
never left those whom he had once mastered till he had slain 
them ; and this island is notorious for the number of persons he 
has killed. The sailors and merchants who land here never dare 
approach, excepting they are in a strong body.’ 

Having informed me of this, they took me to their ship, where 
the captain received me with the greatest politeness, when he 
heard what had befallen me. He sol sail, and in a few days we 
landed at tho port of a large city, whore the houses were built 
of stone. 

One of the merchants of the ship entreated mo to accompany 
him, and conducted mo to tho lodging set apart for foreign 
merchants. He gave mo a large sack, and then introduced me 
to some people belonging to the city, who were also furnished 
with sacks \ then having desired them to take me with them to 
gatboT cocoa-nuts ■ ‘ Go,’ said bo, ‘ iollow Ybem, and do as Yboy 
do ; and do not stray from them, for your life will be in danger 
if you leave them.’ He gave me provisions for the day, and I 
set off with them. 

We arrived at a large forest of tall straight trees, the trunks 
oi which were so smooth, that it was impossible to climb up to 
the branches where the fruit grew. They were all cocoa-nut- 
trees, and we wanted to knock down the fruit and fill our sacks. 
On entering the forest, we saw an amazing number of monkeys, 
of all sizes, which fled at our approach, and ran up the trees 
with surprising agility. The merchants collected some stones, 
and threw them with great force at the monkeys, who had reached 
some of the highest branches. I did tho same, and the monkeys, 
perceiving what wo were doing, gathered cocoa-nnts, and. tbrew 
tbem down at us, with gestures which plainly showed their 
anger. We picked up the cocoanuts, and at intervals threw up 
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btonos to irritate llio monkeys. By thm ^ ^ Other 

.,oU,«Hh tho . lUing ou,ris „,IU 

nietbod. I conliiiuod to follow tUw ’’-'’"tae cocoa-outa, 

I f„„„d 0 vcssol aboot to .ail. I ombartod w.tb mj ^ 

„„d atep dialling ao-oral othor ..land. nnW? 

Baghdad.’ o it trave a hundred 

Oaving concluded tl.is narrative. Sin * fi 
.oquiuB to Hindbad. who retired with aU the ot^ ^ 

same party returned to the rich Sm ai of hie 

after having feasted them as usual, he began 

VOYAGE OF SINDBAB. THE SAILOR. 

‘You are no doubt, gentlemen, surprised ^ many 

, ted again to sail to foreign lands after having und g . ^ 

perils in mv other voyages. I am ^ llp5-tlou 

-think of it. It was fate alone that dragged me, • 

of a year, to venture myself a sixth time’ on the se. , 
ing the tears and entreaties of iny relations an 
did all in their power to persuade me to stay. 

Misfortune again fell on me, and my ship was ' jjjg 

island, at the foot of a large steep mountain which ran S 

that island a large river of fresh water took its 
•the sea, and ran along the coast through a dark cave, tlie P 
ing of which was extremely high and wide. 

We rpoiaineclon the shore of the island till all our 
were exhausted and my companions died one by m*®* ® 

■mountains on the coast were so steep that we could not c iin 
them to search for food inland. 

But Heaven still had pity on' me, and one day inspired m® 
with the thought of going to the river, which lost itself in the 
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hollow 'of the cave. I examined it with great attention, and it 
occurred to me that, as the river ran under ground, it must in 
•its course come out to daylight again. 

I determined therefore to construct a raft, which I made o£ 
thick pieces of wood and great cables, of which there was an 
nbuudance owing to the countless ships, that had been before 
wrecked on the island. I tied them closely together, and formed 
a strong vessel. I embarked on my raft with two little oars 
which I provided myself with, and, trusting to the current, I 
resigned myself to the will of God. 

As soon as I was under the vault of the cavern, I lost the 
light of day; .and the current carried me on without my being 
able to discern its course. I rowed for some days in this dark.* 
ness without ever perceiving the least riiy of light. At length 
I fell into a sweet sleep. I cannot tell whether I slept long, 
but, when I awoke, I was surprised to find myself in an open 
■country near a bank of the river, to which my raft was fastened, 
and in the midst of a large concoutBo of blacks I rose as soon 
as I perceived them, and sainted them, and one of them who 
spoke Arabic thus addressed me : — ‘ Brother,’ said he, ‘ be not 
surprised at seeing us ; we live in this country, and we .came 
hither to-day to water our fields from this river, which flows 
from the neighbouring mountain, by cutting canals to admit a 
passage for the water. 

' AVo observed that the current bore something along, and we 
immediately ran to the hank, to see what it was, and perceived 
this r.ift ; cue of us instantly swam to it, and conducted it to 
shore. W.- fastened it as you see, and were waiting for you 
to wake. Wo entreat you to relate to us your history, which 
must bo very extraordinary ; tell us bow yon could venture on 
this river, and whence yon come,' After listening to his words 
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I first requested him to gire me some food, after which ! 
promised to satisfy their curiosity. 

They produced several kinds of meat, and, when I had satisfied 
my hunger, I related to them all that^had happened to me, to 
which they appeared to listen with great admiration. They 
then took me to their king who received me kindly and listened 
to my adventures. I abode there for some time and travelled 
over the island which is called Serendib. \ 

At length I asked the king’s permission to return to my own 
country and he gave me permission. When I bade him farewell 
he loaded me with presents, and at the same time gave voe s 
letter for the Commander of the Believers, our sovereign lord, 
saying, ‘ I beg yon to present from me this letter and this 
present to the Caliph Harun Alrashid, and to assure him o 
my friendship.' This I promised to do. 

The letter of the king of Serendib was written on the sk*'* 
of a certain animal, highly prized in that country on account 
of its rareness. The colour of it is yellow. The latter itself ’'tes 
in characters of blue and it contained the following words in the 
Indian language ; — 

‘ The king of the Indies, who is preceded by a thousand 
elephants : who lives in a palace, the roof of which glitters wit 
a hundred rubies, and who possesses in bis treasury twenty tUoasanc 
crowns, enriched with diamonds, to tlie Caliph Harun Alrash'^* 

• Although the ' present that we send you be insignificant, ye' 
receive it as a brother and a friend, in consideration of the 
friendship we bear you in our^ heart ; and which wo feel hapPJ 
in having an opportunity of testifying to yon. ^Ye ask the satnt 
abaro in your affection, as we hope wo deserve, being of a rank 
equal to that which yon hold. IVe salute you as a brotheiv 
Parewell.’ 

'I'ha present consisted, first, of a vase made of one single 
pierced and worked into a cup of half a foot in height, and. 
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an inch thick, filled with fine round pearls, all weighing half 
a drachm each ; secondly, the skin of a serpent, which had, 
scales as large as a common piece of money, the peculiar property, 
of which was to preserve those who lay on it from all disease ; 
thirdly, fifty thousand drachms of the most exquisite aloe-wofid, 
together with thirty grains of camphor as large as a pistachio- 
nut ; and, lastly, all this was accompanied by a female slave of 
the most enchanting beauty, whose clothes were covered with, 
jewels. 

The ship set sail, and after a long though fortunate voyage 
we landed at Balsora.from whence I returned to Baghdad. On 
my arrival I took the letter of the king of Serendih, and present- 
ed myself at the gate of the Commander of the Faithful with the 
presents followed by the beautiful slave, and was immediately 
conducted before the throne of the Caliph. I prostrated myself 
at his feet and gave him the letter and the present. When he had 
read the contents, he inquired of me whether it was true that the 
king of Serendih was as rich and powerful as he reported himself' 
to be in his letter. I prostrated myself a second time, and when 
I arose, ‘ Commander of the Faithful said I, ‘ I can assure your 
majesty, that he does not exaggerate his riches and grandeur ; 
I have been witness to it. Nothing is more wonderful than the 
magnificence of his palace. 

‘ While he is on a march, an ofificer, who sits before him on 
an elephant, from time to time cries with a loud voice, “ This is 
the great monarch, the powerful and tromendous Sultan of the 
Indies, whose palace is covered with a hundred thousand rubies, 

' and who possesses twenty thousand diamond crowns.” 

‘ After he has pronounced these words, an oificer, who is 
behind the throne, cries in his turn, “ This monarch, who is 
BO great and powerful, must die, must die, must die.” The 
first officer then replies, “ Hail to him who lives and dies not,” 

A— 7 
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‘ Tbo king of Serendib is so just, that there are no judges 
in his capital, nor in any other part of his dominions ; his people 
do not want any. They know and observe with exaetness the 
true principles of justice, and never deviate from their duty ; 
therefore, tribunals and magistrates would be useless amongst 
them.’ 

Siudbad here finished his discourse, and on the following 
day began the relation of his seventh and last voyage in these 
terms 

THE SEVENTH AND LAST VOYAGE OF SINDBAD 
THE SAILOR. 

* On my return from my sixth voyage, I j^bsolutely relin- 
quished all thoughts of ever venturing again on the seas. I 
was now arrived at an age which required rest ; and besides 
this, I had determined never more to expose myself to the perils , 
■which I had so often experienced ; I prepared therefore to 
enjoy my life in quiet and repose. 

One day, however when I was regaling a number of friends, 
one of my servants came to tell me that an oSicer of the Caliph 
wanted to speak to me. I got up from table and went to him. 

‘ The Caliph,’ said he, ‘ has ordered mo to inform you that he 
■wishes to see you.’ I followed the officer to the palace, and he 
presented me . to the prince, whom I - saluted by prostrating 
myself at his feet. ' Sindbad,’ said he, ‘ I am in want of yon : 
you must ,do me a service, and go once more to the king of 
Serendib with my answer and presents ; it is but right that 
I should make him a proper return for the civility' he has shown 
me.’ 

I begged to be excused the voyage and recounted all the 
hardships of my previous voyages, but when I plainly saw that 
the Caliph had resolved on my going, I signified to him that I 
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was ready to obey his commands. He seemed much pleased, 
and ordered me a thousand sequins to pay the expenses of the 
.voyage. 

In a few days I was prepared for my departure ; and as soon 
as I hod received the presents of the Caliph, together with a letter 
written with his own hand, I set off and embarked at Balsora, 
After a pleasant voyage, I arrived at the island of Serendib, and 
carried out the commission with which I had been entrusted. 

Three or four days after we had set sail, we were attacked by- 
corsairs, who easily made themselves masters of our vessel, as 
we were not in a state for defence. Some persons in the ship at- 
tempted to make resistance, but it cost them their lives. The 
rest of UB were made slaves. After they had stripped ns and 
substituted old clothes for our own, they bent their course 
towards a large island at a very great distance, where they sold us. 

I was purchased by a rich merchant, who conducted me to his 
house, gave me food to eat, and clothed me ns a slave. Some 
days after, as he was not well informed who I was, he asked me 
if I knew any trade. I replied that I was not an artisan, but a 
merchant by profession, and that the corsairs who had sold me had 
taken from mo all I possessed. ‘ But toll me,’ said he, ‘ do <yon 
think you could shoot with a bow and arrow ?’ I replied that it 
had been one of my youthful sports, and that I had not entirely 
forgotten how to use it. He then gave me a bow and some arrows, 
and making me mount behind him on an elephant, he took me 
to a vast forest at the distance of some hours ' journey from tho 
city. We went a great way in it, and when he came to a spot 
where he wished to stop, he made me alight. Then showing 
me a large tree, ‘ Get up in that tree,’ said he, ‘ and shoot at the 
elephants that will pass under it, for there is a prodigious quan- 
tity in this forest ; if one should fall, come and acquaint me of it’ 
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Having said this, he left me some provisions and returned to the 
city : I remained in the tree, on the watch, the whole night. 

I did not perceive any during that time; hnt the next day, 
as soon as the snn had risen, a great number made their appear- 
ance. I shot many arrows at them, and at last one fell. The 
others immediately retired, and left me free to go and inform my 
master of the success I had met with. To reward me for this 
good intelligence, he gave me an excellent repast, and praised my 
skill. IVe then returned together to the forest, where we dug a 
pit to bury the elephant I had killed. It was my master’s inten- 
tion to let it rot in the earth, and then to take possessio'n of its 
teeth for trade. 

I continued this occupation for two months, and not a day 
passed in which I did not kill an elephant. I did not always 
place myself on the same tree ; sometimes I ascended one, some- 
times another. One morning, when I was waiting for some ele- 
phants to pass, I perceived, to my great astonishment, that 
instead of traversing the forest as usual, they stopped and came 
towards me with a terrible noise, and in such numbers that the 
ground was covered with them, and trembled under their foot- 
steps. They approached the tree where I was placed, and sur- 
rounded it with their trunks extended, having their eyes all fixed 
upon roe. At this surprising spectacle I remained motionless 
and BO agitated by fright that my bow and arrows fell from 
my hands. 

My fears were not groundless. After the elephants had viewed 
me for some time, one of the largest twisted his trunk round the 
body of the tree, and shook it with so much violence that he tore 
it -up by the roots, and threw it on the ground. I fell with the 
tree ; but the animal took me up with his trunk, and placed me 
on his shoulders, where I remained more dead than alive. He 
put himself at the bead of his companions, who followed him in 
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a troop, aad carried me to a spot where, having set me down, 
ho and the rest retired. At length, having been seated some 
time, and seeing no other elephants, I arose, and perceived that' 
I was on a httle hill o£ some breadth, entirely covered with the 
bones and teeth of elephants. I did not doubt that this was 
their cemetery and that they had brought me hither to show it 
to me, that I might desist from destroying them, as I did it 
merely for the sake of possessing their teeth. I did not stay 
long on the hill, but turned my steps towards the city, and, 
having walked a day and a night, at last arrived at my master’s. 
I did not meet any elephant in my way, which plainly showed 
that they had entered farther into the forest, to leave me an 
unobstructed passage from the bill My master, who thought that 
I had perished, rejoiced to see me, and, when I had recounted my 
adventures, he accompanied me to the hill on his elephant, and 
was convinced of the truth of my story. He loaded the elephant 
with the teeth, and since I had gained him such great wealth 
ho sot me at liberty. When the monsoon came and ships 
arrived to be loaded with ivory, I embarked in one of them with a 
store of ivory which the merchant gave me. 

All my troubles being at last concluded, I arrived happily 
at Baghdad. I wont immediately and presented myself to the 
Caliph, and gave him an account of my embassy. The Caliph told 
me that my long absence had caused him some uneasiness. 

When I related the adventure of the elephants, he appeared 

ranch surprised, and wonld scarcely have believed it, had not 
my sincerity been well known to him Ho thought this, as well 
as the other histories I had detailed to him, so curious, that he 
ordered one of his secretaries to write it in letters of gold, to 
hs preserved in his treasury. I retired well satisfied with the 
presents and honours ho conferred on me ; and have since 
devoted myself oatirely to my family, my relations, and friends.’ 
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Sindbad thus concluded the recital of his seventh and lost 
voyage ; and addressing himself to Hindbad, ‘ Well, nay friend , 
added he, ‘ have you ever heard of one who has suffered more 
than I have ? Is it not just that, after so many troubles, I 
should enjoy an agreeable and quiet life ? ’ As be finished 
these words, Hindbad approached him, kissed bis hand, and 
said, ‘ I must confess, sir, that you have encountered frightful 
perils ; my afflictions are not to be compared with yours. If I 
feel them heavily at the time, I console myself with the small 
profit which I gain. You not only deserve a quiet life, but 
are worthy of all the riches you possess, since you make so good 
a use of them and are so generous. May you continue to live 
happily till the hour of your death ! ’ Sindbad ordered him to 
have another hundred sequins ; he admitted him to his friendship, 
told him to quit the profession of a porter, and to continue to 
eat at his table ; so that he should all bis life have reason to 
remember Sindbad the sailor. 



CHAPTER V' 

THE HISTORY OF ALADDIN OR THE WONDERFUL 

LAMP. 

There once lived in Pekin a tailor, who was so poor that be 
conld barely support his wife and only child, a eon named 
Aladdin. Aladdin was idle and disobedient and he refused to 
learn his father’s trade. When hia father died the boy continued 
to waste his time and played all day in the streets with boys as 
idle as himself, while his mother just earned sufficient to keep 
him and herself by spinning cotton. One day a stranger, who 
was called the African magician, stopped and looked at him in 
.the street. 

He went up to the young man, and, taking him to a little dis- 
tance from his compnions, asked him if his father was not 
called Mustafa, and a tailor by trade. ‘ Yes sir,’ replied 
Aladdin,’ but he has been dead a long time.’ 

At this speech the African magician threw his arms round 
Aladdin’s neck, embraced and kissed him for some time, and 
said ‘ I am your uncle, for your father was my most beloved 
brother. I have been several years npon my journey and have 
but just arrived here.’ He theu asked Aladdin where his mother 
lived, at the same time putting his hand into his purse ; and as 
soon as he had received an answer, the magician gave him a 
handful of small money, and told him to inform his mother that 
her deceased husband's brother had arrived and would visit 
her. 

The next day the magician visited Aladdin’s mother, and 
learning that her son was idle, promised to procure him a shop 
BO that ho might work and become rich. 
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The mother of Aladdin, who till now bad not been convinced 
that the magician was in fact the brother of her husband, no 
longer doubted it, after all the good he promised to do for her 
son. 

The next morning be returned again, and, taking Aladdin 
with him, purchased clothes for him, and promisd that the follow- 
ing morning he would show him the most beautiful places m 
the city. 

The next morning he led him outside the city past magnificent 
palaces and gardens which Aladdin very much admired. 
Aladdin at length became tired and wished to go no further, but 
the magician said, ‘ Take courage, nephew, I wish to show you 
another garden that far surpasses all you have hitherto seen. It 
is not far hence ; and after your arrival, you will readily admit 
how sorry you would have been to have come thus near it and 
not gone on to see it.’ 

They at length came to a narrow valley, situated between two 
moderately sized mountains of nearly the same height. This was 
the particular spot to which the magician wished to bring Aladdin 
in order to carry out the grand project, that was the sole cause 
of his coming from the extremity of Africa to China. ‘ We shall 
now,’ said he to Aladdin, go no farther, and I shall here unfold 
to your view some e.xtraordinary things, hitherto unknown to 
mortals ; and which, when you shall have seen, you will thank 
me a thousand times for having shown you. They are indeed 
such wonders as no one besides yourself will ever have seen. I 
am now going to strike a light, and do you, in the meantime, 
collect all the dry sticks and leaves that yon can find in order 
to make a fire.’ 

Thera were so many pieces of dry sticks scattered about this 
place that Aladdin very soon collected more than was sufficient 
for hia purpose, by the time the magician had lighted his match. 
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He then set them on fire •, anfi, as soon as they were in a blaze, the 
African threw a certain perfume, which he had ready in hie hand 
upon them. A thick and deneo smoke immediately arose, which 
seemed to unfold itself in consequence of some mysterious words 
pronounced by the magician, but which Aladdin did not in tbo 
least comprehend. At the same instant, the ground slightly 
shook, and, opening in the spot where they stood, discovered a 
square stone of about a fool and a half across, placed horizontally, 
with a brass ring fixed in the centre for the purpose of lifting it 
up. 

Aladdin was dreadfully alarmed at all these things, but the 
magician said, ‘ Under the stono which you see here, there is a 
coucealod ircasitre that is destined for you, and wiiich will one 
day render you richer than any of the most powerful kings of 
the earth. It is, moreover, a fact that no one iu the whole world 
hut you cau be permitted to touch or lift up this stone, and go 
beneath it. Even f myself am not able to approach it, or to 
take possession of the treasure which is under it. Bat in order 
to succeed you must observe and carry out in every respect, 
what I am now going to tell you. This is a matter of the greatest 
consequence both to you and myself. Aladdin then at the 
bidding of the magician raised the stone without any trouble, 
and laid it by the side of him. 

When the stono w.aa taken away, a small excavation was 
visible, between three and four feet deep, at the bottom of 
which there appeared a small door with steps to go down still 
lower. ‘ You must now, my good boy’, said the African magician 
to Aladdin, ‘ observe very exactly everything I am going to tell 
you. Go down info this cavern, and when you have come to 
the bottom of the steps which you see, you will perceive an open 
door, which leads into a large vaulted space, that is divided into 
three aucceasive halls. In each of these you will perceive, on 
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both sides of you, four bronze vases, as large as tubs, full of gold 
and silver , but you must take particular care not to touch any of 
zt. When you get into the first hall, take up your robe and bind it 
roun you. Then go on the second witliout stopping, and from 
thence in the same manner to the third. Above all, mind and 
be very particular not to go near the walls, not even to touch them 

comes in contact 

tvith them, your instant death will follow. This is the reason of 
my having desired you to fasten your robe firmly round yon. 
At the extremity of the third hall, there is a doo; which leads 

to a garden planted with beautiful trees, all of which are full of 

fruit. Go on straight forward, and pursue a path which yon 
perceive, and which will bring you to the bottom of a flight of 
y steps, at the top of which there is a terrace. When von have 

which there is a lighted lamp. Take the lamp and extinguish 
It. Then throw out the wick and the liquid that is within, and 
put It in your bosom. When you have done this, bring it to 
me. Ho not be afraid of staining your dress, as what is within 

wm d”rv ’'‘“P 

• feel yourself very desirous of 

ssr“” -'O' “r a- «» : 

“>”8 » mucK ».™8 

j»,j.a bodoi,™ bo„, .at., ...J 

ollho™sloi..».ato<.b 

bmp. Wh,fc b. ... ^ , 



THE ARABIAN NIGHTS 


103 


each tree bore fruit of a different colour. Though Aladdin did 
not know it the fruit consisted of pearls of all kinds, and these 
looked so beautiful that Aladdin loaded bis pockets and clothes 
with them. 

Laden in this manner with the most immense treasure, though 
ignorant of its value, Aladdin made haste through the three 
halls, in order that he might not make the African magician wait 
too long. Having proceeded through them witli the same 
caution as before, ho began to ascend the steps he bad come 
down, and presented himself at the entrance of the cave, where 
the magician was impatiently waiting for him. As soon as 
Aladdin perceived him, he called out, ‘ Give me your hand, uncle, 
to help me.’ ‘ You had better, ray dear boy,’ replied the magi- 
cian, ‘ first give me the lamp, as that will only embarrass you,’ 

‘ It 18 not at all in my way,’ said Aladdin, ‘ and I will give it to 
you when I am out ’ The magician still tried to get the lamp 
before he helped Aladdin out of the cave ; but the latter bad in 
fact so covered It with the fruit of the trees, that be absolutely 
refused to give it till he had got out of the cave. The African 
magician was then in the greatest despair at the obstinate 
resistance of the boy, and fell into the most violent rage. He 
then threw a little perfume upon the fire, which ho had taken 
care to keep up, and he had hardly pronounced two magic 
words before the stone, which served to shut up the entrance 
to the cavern, returned of its own accord to the place, with all 
the earth over it, exactly in the same State ns it' was when the 
magician and Aladdin first arrived there. Aladdin was thus 
shut up in the cave. 

The magician, finding his hopes and expectations ruined, 
had only one method to pursue, and that was to return to Africa, 
which in fact he did the very same day. 

When Aladdin found himself ns it were buried alive, he 
called aloud a thousand 'times to his uncle, telling him he was 



104 


THE ABABIAE NIGHTS 

ready to give him the lamp. But aU liis cries were ' useless, 
and having no other means of making himself heard, he cease 
He went down to the bottom of the flight of stairs, intending 
to go towards the light in the garden, where he bad before 
Bat the walls, which had been opened by enchantment, were 
now shut by the same means. He felt all around him to t e 
right and left several times, but could not discover the leas 
opening. He then redoubled his cries and tears, and eat down 
upon the step of his dungeon. 

Aladdin remained two days in this state, without either eating 
or drinking. On the third day, regarding his death as certain, 

he lifted up his nauds, and joining them, as in the act of prayer, 

he wholly resigned himself to his fate and began wringing bis 
hands. In this action of joining his hands, he happcne , 
without at all thinking of it, to rub the ring which the African 
magician had put upon his finger, and of the virtue of whic 
he ivas as yet ignorant.* Upon its being thus rubbed a genius 
of a mo-st enormous figure instantly rose as it were out of the 
earth before him ; and he addressed lho.se words to Aladdin, 

‘ What do you wish ? I am ready to obey you as your slave, 
as the slave of him who has the ring on his finger ; both Ian 
the other slaves of the ring are at your command.’ 

Aladdin answered without tho least hesitation, ‘ Whoever you 
are, take me, if you are able, from this place to my own 
home.' He had scarcely pronounced tlieso words when the 
earth opened, and he found himself at his own door. 

He then related to his mother everything that had hap* 
pened since he left home with the magician*, and asked for food. 
‘ Alas, my child, ’ replied his mother, ' I have not a morsel o 
bread to give you. Have, however, a little patience, and it 
shall not Iw long before I bring you some. I have a little cotton 
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of my own spinning ; I will go and sell it and purchase some- 
thing for our dinner,’ ‘ Keep your cotton, mother,’ said Aladdin, 
‘ for another time, and give me the lamp which I brought 
with me .yesterday. I will go and sell that, and the money it 
will fetch will servo us for breakfast and dinner too, nay, perhaps 
also for supper.' ^ 

Aladdin’s mother took the lamp from the place she had put 
it in ‘ Here it is ’ she said to her son, ‘ hut it is, I think, very 
dirty ; if I were to clean it a little, perhaps it might sell for 
something more.’ She then took some water and a little fine 
sand to clean it with. But she had scarcely begun to rub the 
lamp when instantly, and while her son was present, a gigantic 
genius rose out of the ground before her, and cried with a voice 
as loud as thunder, ‘ What do you wish ? lam ready to obey 
.you as your slave ; I am the slave of those who have the lamp in 
their hands, both I and the other slaves of the lamp are at your 
orders. Aladdin answered, ‘ I am hungry ; bring me something to 
eat.’ The genius disappeared, and returned the moment after 
with a large silver basin, which he carried on his head, and twelve 
covered dishes of the same material, filled with the nicest meats 
properly arranged, and six loaves as white as snow upon as many 
plates ; ho also brought two bottles of the most excellent wine 
and two silver cups in his hand. He placed them all upon the 
sofa, and instantly vanished. 

The following morning, Aladdin, who did not like to wait 
till hunger compelled him, took one of the silver plates under 
his robe and went out early, in order to sell it. 

They thus continued to live in an economical manner, till 
Aladdin had sold all the twelve dishes, one after the other, 
exactly as ho had done the first when they found they wanted 
more money. When the money for the last plate was expend- 
ed, Aladdin had recourse to the basin, which was at least ten 
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times as heavy as any of the others, and for which ho received 
ten pieces of gold. 

While these ten pieces lasted, they were employed in the daily 
espouse of the house. In the meantime, Aladdin passed his 
days in walking about, or conversing with such men as ha he* 
came acquainted with. Sometimes he stopped in the shops 
belonging to large and extensive merchants, where he listened to 
the conversation of such people of distinction and education as 
came there, and who made these shops a sort of place to meet at. 
The information he thus got gave him a slight knowledge of the 
world. 

One day, as he was walking in the city, Aladdin heard a pro- 
clamation of the Sultan, ordering all persona to shut up their 
shops and retire into their houses until the Princess Badroul- 
houdour, the daughter of the Sultan, had passed by on her way 
to the bath, and had again returned. 

This public order made Aladdin curious to see the princess, 
which he so managed as to escape observation himself. This 
princess was the most beautiful lady that ever was seen. Her 
eyes were large, well placed, and full of fire ; yet the expression 
of her countenance was sweet and modest ; her nose was well- 
proportioned and pretty ; her mouth small ; her lips like ver- 
milion, and beautifully formed -, in short, every feature of her 
face was perfectly lovely and regular. Aladdin no sooner saw 
her than he fell deeply in love with her. 

- After he had returned home, Aladdin told his mother that he 
had fallen in love with the princess and asked her to take the . 
Sultan a present so that he might be willing to favour his soit- 
His mother took some of the precious stones which Aladdin had 
gathered in the garden, and presented herself at the Palace. Per 
many days she in vain tried to obtain an audience of the king, 
hut at last she succeeded and, ofieririg the jewels, informed him 
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that iier son wiahed to marry tho princesa. Xlnrvolling at tho 
great valuo of tho jowots, tho Sultan ihovight that Aladdin could 
bo no ordinary person nnd said, ’ Go, my good woman, return 
homo, and toll your eon that I agree to the proposal ho has mado 
through you, but that I cannot bestow tho princess, my daughter, 
in marriage until I have ordered nnd prepared a x’nricty of furni- 
ture und ornaments, which will not bo ready for three months. 
At the end of that timo do you return hero.’ 

Two inontha had passed after this when Aladdin’s mother, on 
going to tho city to buy some oil for her lamp, found every house 
and every shop decorated and tho streets full of gaily dressed 
crowds. On enquiring tho reason from tho merchant she was 
informed that the princess was about to marry tho son of the 
grand vizier. She hurried back and informed her son of what 
she had heard. 

Aladdin was quite astonished at tho intolligonco his mother 
brought him. Ho look tho wonderful lamp, which ho kept in a 
back room, rubbed it in tho usual place, when tho genius instant- 
ly appeared before him. ‘ What do you wish ? ’ said ho to 
Aladdin. ‘ Attend to me,’ answered Aladdin; ‘you have hitherto 
brought me only what I havo wanted to cat and drink. I have 
now a busine.ss for you of more importanco. I havo demanded 
of the SulUin the Princess Badroulboudour, liis daughter, in 
marriage. Ho promised her to me, and only requested a delay 
of three months. Instead, however, of keeping his word, be has 
this very evening, before that period has elasped, given his 
daughter in marriage to tho son of the grand vizior. I havo 
just now been informed of it, and the thing is certain. What, 
therefore, I have to order you to do is this ; as soon as the bride 
and bridegroom are married, bring them both instantly here.’ 

‘ Master,’ replied tho genius ‘ I will obey you.’ 
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stood near the throne. The Sultan no sooner cast his eyes that 
way^han he recollected her, and she brought to his mind the 
request she had made, and the exact time to v?hich he had 
deferred it. He immediately called to the chief of the ushers, 
and pointing her out to him, desired him to bring her forward.' 

Aladdin’s mother advanced to the foot of the throne, "where she 
prostrated herself in the usual manner. After she had risen, the 
Sultan asked her what she wished. ‘ Sire she replied, ‘ I again 
present myself before the throne of your majesty, to inform you, 
in the name of my eon Aladdin, that the three months which you 
had desired him to wait, in consequence of the , request I had to 
make to your majesty, are expired ; and to entreat you to have the 
goodness to recall the circumstance to your romemberance.’ 

The Sultan, after some little reQection, said to Aladdin’s mother, 
‘ Sultans, my good woman, ought always to keep their word ; and 
I am ready to adhere to mine, and render your son happy by 
marrying him to the princess, my daughter ; but, as I cannot 
bestow her in marriage till I better know how she will be pro- 
vided for, tell your son that I will fulfil my promise as soon as ho 
shall send mo forty largo basins of massive gold, quite full of the 
same sort of things which you have already presented to mo from 
him. The basins moreover must be brought by an equal number 
of black slaves, each of whom shall be conducted by a white slave, 
young, well-made, of good appearance, and richly dressed.’ 

Aladdin’s mother again prostrated herself at the foot of the 
throne and retired. She told hor son what the Sultan had said, 
which pleased Aladdin very much. , 

As soon as his mother had gone out to ' purchase some pro- 
visions, Aladdin rubbed the lamp, and, when the genius appeared, 
ordered him to bring all that the Sultan had desired. The genius 
instantly did as he was bade and Aladdin directed his mother to 
accompany the gold basins and the slaves to the palace. 
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When he beheld them the Sultan hesitated no longer. He did 
not even think of informing himself whether Aladdin possessed 
any other qualifications that would render him worthy of be- 
coming his Bon-in-law. The sight alone of such immense riches 
and the wonderful celerity with which Aladdin had fulfilled his 
request, without making the least difficulty about the conditions, 
easily persuaded him that Aladdin must he as accomplished and 
deserving as he could wish. That he might, therefore, send hack 
Aladdin’s mother as well satisfied as she could possibly expect, he 
said to her, ‘ Go, my good woman, and tell your eon that I am 
waiting with open arms to receive and embrace him ; and that 
the quicker he comes and receives from my hands my dangbter 
the greater pleasure it will afford me.’ 

Aladdin’s mother returned home, and told her son what the 
Sultan had said on receiving the present, Aladdin was so de- 
lighted at this intelligence that he hardly answered his mother, 
hut retired to his chamber, and, summoning the genius, said to 
him, ‘ I have called you to take me immediately to a bath ; and when 
I have finished bathing, I wish you to have in readiness for me a 
richer, and, if possible, more magnificent dress than ,was ever worn 
by any monarch.’ Aladdin bad no sooner concluded his speech 
than the genius rendered him invisible, like himself, took him in 
his arms, and transported him to a hath formed of the finest 
marble, of the most beautiful and different colours. The hath 
was no sooner over than the genius transported him hack into 
the samp chamber of his own house, whence he had, brought 
him ; he then inquired if he had any other commands. ‘ Yes 
replied Aladdin, ‘ I am waiting till you bring me a horse as 
quickly as possible, which shall surpass in beauty and ex- 
cellence the most valuable horse in -the Sultan’s stables; the 
trappings, saddle, bridle, and other equipment of the horse 
must he worth more than a million of money.’ ' 
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‘ I also order you to get me at the same time twenty slaves, 
as well and richly clothed as those who carried the present, 
to attend on each aide and behind my person, and 
twenty more to march in two ranks before me. You roust also 
procure sis female slaves to attend upon my mother, all as well 
and richly clothed as those of the Princess Badroulboudour ; 
each of then must carry a complete dress of a splendour and 
magnificence fit for any Sultan. I want also ten thousand pieces 
of gold in ten separate purses. These are all my commands at 
present. Go, and bo diligent.’ 

Aladdin had no sooner given his orders to the genius than 
he disappeared, and a moment after he returned with the horse,' 
the forty slaves, ten of whom had each a purse with ten thousand' 
pieces of gold in every one, and the six female slaves, each 
carrying a different dress for Aladdin’s mother, wrapped up in a 
piece of silver tissue. ^ 

Aladdin took only four out of the ten purses, and presented 
them to his mother for any purpose, for which she might want 
them. He loft the other six in the hands of the slaves who 
carried them, desiring them to keep them and to throw them 
out by handfuls to the populace as they went along, the streets 
in the way to the palace of the Sultan. He ordered them also 
to march before him with the others, three on one side and 
three on the other. He then presented the six female slaves to 
his mother ; telling her that they were for her and would for 
the future consider her as their mistress, and that the dresses 
' they had m their hands were for her use. 

Aladdin mounted his horse, and began his march in the exact 
order that has boon mentioned. The streets through which 
he passed wore in an instant filled with crowds of people, jvho 
made the air resound with their acLlamations, and blessings, 
particularly when the six slaves who carried the purses threw 
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handfuls of gold on all sides. He at length arrived at the 
palace, where everything was ready for his reception. 

In this manner Aladdin arrived at the palace of the Sultan 
who was delighted with his appearance and received him with 
great honour. He then led him within to feast. 

When the feast was over, the Sultan ordered the grand judge 
of his capital to attend, and commanded him to draw up and 
instantly write out a contract of marriage between the Princess 
Badroulhoudour and Aladdin. 

When the judge had drawn out the contract in due form, the 
Sultan asked Aladdin if he wished to remain in the palace, and 
conclude all the ceremonies that day. ‘ Sire ’, he replied, ‘ I 
request you to permit me to defer my happiness until I have 
built a palace in which to receive the princess. ‘ My son r 
answered the Sultan, ‘ take whatever spot you think proper. 
There is a large open space before my palace, and I have 
thought for some time about filling it up ; but remember that, 
to have my happiness complete, I cannot see you united too 
soon to my daughter.’ 

Aladdin then mounted his horse, and returned home in the 
same order he came in. As soon as he had entered the court 
and alighted from his horse, he retired to his own chamber. He 
instantly rubbed the lamp, and called the genius as usual. 
The genius appeared directly, and olfered his services. ‘ Genius’, 
said Aladdin to him, ‘ I command you to build me a palace in 
as short a time as you possibly can, opposite to that belonging 
to the Sultan, and at a proper distance, and let this palace he 
every way worthy to receive the Princess Badronlbondour, my 
bride. I leave the choice of materials to yourself, and also the 
form of the palace ; I only expect that at the top of the palace 
there shall be erected a large saloon, with a dome in the centre 
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and four equal sides, the walls of which shall he formed ol 
massive gold and silver, in alternate layers, with twenty-four 
windows, sis on each side ; also that the lattices of each window, 
except one, which is to be purposely left unfinished, shall be 
enriched with diamonds, rubies, and emeralds in such a style 
that uothing in all the world can equal it. I wish also this 
palace to have a large court in front, another behind, and a 
garden. But above everything else, be sure that there is a 
place, which you will point out to me, well supplied with money 
both in gold and silver. There must also be kitchens, offices, 
store-houses, receptacles for rich and valuable furniture, suited 
to the different seasons, and all appropriate to the magnificence 
of such a palace ; and also stables filled with the most beautiful 
horses, with grooms and attendants ; not omitting ovoiything 
proper Cor hunting. I must likewise have attendants for the 
kitchen and offices, and female slaves for the service of the 
princess. In short, you understand what I moan. Go and 
refuru as soon as it is completed.’ 

• The very ne.vt morning, when the day first broke, Aladdin 
had Scarcely risen before the genius presented himself. ' Sir’, 
said he, ‘ your palace is finished ; come and see if it is as you 
wish.' 

Aladdiu then accompanied the genius and saw that ho had 
carried out his commands in every respect. He then ordered 
the genius to lay a velvet carpet from the Saltan’s palace to his 
own and he did so instantly. The genius then carried Aladdin 
back to his own liouse, just ns the gates of the Sultan’s palace 
were about to bo opened. 

The porters who came to open the gates, and who were 
accustomed to see an open space where Aladdin’s palace now 
stood, were much astonished at observing it filled up, and 
at seeing a velvet carpet, which came from, that part 
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the pninee, not] the Sultan wa« not less nH{oni'='hed thitn the rest 

On his return to his old home, Ahvdclin hade his nwlhcr 
prepare horself to escort the princtss from the Sultan’s palace 
to his own. This she did and went to the palace in a rich 
. dress, nccompaDits.! by the slnvcs wich Ahnirlin had 'given Ic 
her. 

When the evening approached, the princess tool: leave of 
the Snltnn, her father. Their parting was tender and necora- 
panied by tears. They embraced e.ach other several tiiucf 
without uttering a word : and the princess sit last left her 
npartnicnt, and liegan her march With Aladdin’s mother on her 
left hand, followed by a hundred femalo slaves, all magnificonllj' 
drossctl. All the hands of instruments, which lind been incei- 
Bnntly heard since the nrriv.al of Aladdin's mother, united at 
once and marched with them. These wore followed byn hiindrca 
pfGcora, and an equal unraber of black slaves in two rows, with 
their proper officers at their head. Four hundred young pagc3‘ 
belonging to the Sultan, marched in two troops on each side, 
with torches in their hands which caused u great light. 

In this order did the princess proceed, walking upon the 
carpet, which was spread from Aladdin’s palace to the Sultan’s. 

Aladdin welcomed the princess with the utmost delight- 
The Princess Badroulboudour, Aladdin, and his mother, sat 
down to supper, and instantly a band of the most harmonions 
instrnmonts, played by females of gre.at beauty to whose voices 
„ they formed an accompaniment, began a concert which lasted 
till the repast was finished. 
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When the supper was concluded, and everything had been 
removed with the greatest diligence, a troop of dancers took 
the place of the musicians. It was near midnight, when, accord- 
ing to the custom at that time observed in China, Aladdin rose 
and presented his hand to the Princess Badronlboudonr, in 
order to dance together, and thus finish the ceremony of their 
marriage. They both danced with po good a grace that they 
were the admiration of all present. In this manner Aladdin 
married the princes, and lived happily with her. 

Many years passed, when one day the African magician, 
learning by his magic that Aladdin had not died in the cavern 
but was living m splendour and happiness with the princess, 
returned to Pekin, 

It happened most unfortunately for .Aladdin, that at this 
time he was absent upon a hunting e.vpedition that was to last 
eight days, and only three of them were yet clasped. Of this 
the African magician got; information. 

Knowing by his magic that the lamp was in Aladdin's 
palace, he immediately bought twelve new lamps, and walked 
towards the palace, crying out ‘ Who will change old lamps for 
new ? ’ 

He continued to repeat his cry so often, while he walked 
backwards and forwards on all sides of the palace, followed by a 
crowd of children mocking at him, that at last the Princess 
Badroulboudour, who was in the saloon with twenty-four 
windows, heard his voice ; but as she could not distinguish 
what he said, she sent one of her female slaves, who went close 
to him, in order to understand what was the reason of all the 
noise and bustle. 

It was not long before the female slave returned, and 
entered the saloon laughing heartily ; indeed so much so, 
that the princess herself, in looking at her, could not help' 
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laugliing also. ‘ Well, Billy one,’ «oicl tho princesR, ' why do you 
not toll me what you are laughing at ? ’ ' PrincesSj’ replied 

the slave, still laughing, * who can- possibly help laughing, 
at seeing that fool with a basket on his arm, full of beautiful 
now lamps, which he doo.s notwish tosell, buttooxchaDgefor 
old ones. It is the crowd of children who surround him th®* 
make all the noise we hear in mocking him.' 

Hearing this .account, another of tho female slavc.s said, ‘ Now 
you speak of old lamps, I know not whether the princess has 
noticed one that lies upon the cornice ; wliomorcr it belongs to, 
he will be pleased to find n now one instead of that old one, 

If tho princcs.s will give mo leave, she m-ay have the pleasure 
of trying whether this fellow is fool enough to give a new lamp 
for an old one, without asking anything for the exchange.’ 

Tho princess, who was ignorant of the value of this lamp, 
consented to tho joke, and ordered a slave to go and get d 
exchanged. Tho slave obeyed: ho went down from tho saloon, 
and no sooner came out of the palace gate, than he perceived 
the African magician. He immediately called to him, and when 
ho came, bo showed him the old lamp, and said, ‘ Give me'a new 
lamp for this.’ 

Tho magician did not doubt that this was the lamp be was 
seeking, because be thought there would not of course be any 
other lamp of that kind in Aladdin’s palace, where everything 
that could bo was of gold and silver. He eagerly took the lamp 
from tho slave, and, after having thrust it as far as he could 
into his bosom, ho presented his basket, and bade him take 
which he liked best. The slave chose one, and, leaving the 
magician, he carried the new lamp to tho princess. 

The African magician passed out into the country and stayed 
until the night was far advanced. , He then drew the lamp out 
of his bosom, and rubbed it. The genius -instantly obeyed the- 
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summons. ’ What do you wish ? ’ cried the genius ; ‘ I am 
ready to obey you as your slave. 1 am the slave ot those who 
have the lamp iu their hands ; both I and the other slaves of the 
lamp are at your command.’ ■ ‘ I command you ’ replied the 
African magician, ‘ ihstantly to take the palace, which 
you and the other slaves of the lamp hove erected in this 
city, exactly as it is with everything in it both dead and alive, 
and transport it, with me at the same time, into the farther part 
of Africa,’ Without making any answer, the genius, assisted hy 
the other slaves of the lamp, took hoth him and the whole palace, 
and transported it in a very short time to the very spot he bad 
pointed out. 

Imagine the Sultau’s surprise next morning when he looked 
out of his palace and saw only an open place where Aladdin’s 
palace had been. Then, filled with grief and anger, he directed 
that Aladdin should be arrested as he returned from his hunt- 
ing party. 

Aladdin was conducted before the Sultan, who waited for 
him, accompanied hy the grand vizier, in a balcony. And he 
no sooner saw him than he commanded the oxeentioner, who was 
already present by his orders, to .strike off his head, as ho wished 
not to hear a word or any explanation whatever. When the 
executioner bad seized Aladdin, he placed ou the ground a large 
piece of leather stained with the blood of the many criminals he 
had executed, and, ordering him to place himself on his knees, 
tied a bandage over his eyes. Having drawn his sabre, he was 
about to give the fatal stroke, only making the three usual 
flourishes in the air, and waiting for the Sultan’s signal to 
separate Aladdin’s he.ad from his body. At this very instant 
the grand vizier perceived that the people of the city, by whom 
Aladdin was much beloved, were 'attacking the palace in order 
to save him. He at once informed the Saltan. Fearing for his 
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own life the Sultan then instantly ordered the executioner to put 
up lus sabre, to take the bandage off Aladdin’s eyes, and set him 
at liberty. He also commanded an officer to proclaim that he 
pardoned Aladdin, and that every one might retire. 

When Aladdin found himself at liberty he lifted hie head 
towards the balcony, ,and perceiving the Sultan, he raised 
his voice, and addressed him in the most pathetic inanDer. 

‘ I entreat your majesty’, he said, ‘ to add a new favour to 
pardon you have just granted me, and that is, tP inform 
me ,of my crime.’ You ask ‘ what the crime is, perfidious 
wretch !’ replied the Sultan, ■ dost thou not know it? Com® 
up here, and I will show thee.’ 

Aladdin .ascended, and the Saltan, walking on before without 
taking any other notice of him bade him follow. He led tli® 
way to the room that opened towards the place where Aladdin s 
palace stood. When they came to the door, ‘ Go in’, said ths 
Sultan, ‘ you ought to know where your own palace is. 1^^ 
on all sides, and tell me what is become of it.’ * Aladdin looked, 
hut saw nothing. He perceived the space which his palace once 
occupied ; but, as he could not conceive how it should have 
disappeared, this extraordinary and wonderful event so confused 
and astonished him that he could not answer the Saltan a single 
word. * Tell me’, said the latter, imp.atient at his silenue, 
‘ where is your palace and what has become of my daughter ? 

‘ Sire’, replied Aladdin, at last breaking silence, ‘ I plainly 
and must own that the palace, which I built is no longer in tkc 
place where it was, I see it has disappeared ; but I can assure 
your majesty that! have no concern whatever in this event.’ 

* I care not what is become of your palace ; that gives tuu 
no pain’, replied the Sultan ; ‘ T esteem my daughter a tniffiou 
times beyond it ; unless, therefore, you discover and bring kef 
again to me, nothing shall prevent my taking off your head. 
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‘ Sire Btiid Aladdin, ‘ I entreat yonr majesty to grant me forty 
days to make the most diligent inquiries, and, if I do not during 
this period succeed in my search, I give you my word that I 
will lay my head at the foot of your tiirone, so that you may 
dispose of me according to your pleasure.’ 

‘ 1 grant your request’, answered the Sultan; ‘ but do not 
endeavour to escape my resentment ; if you do not return, in 
whatever part of the world you are, I will take care to discover 
you.' 

Aladdin then left the Sultan’s presence in the deepest 
humiliation. He remained three days in the city, walking 
through every part, eating only what was given him in charity, 
without being able to form any plan. 

At length, as Aladdin could not in his wretched state remain 
any longer in the city wliere he bad hitherto lived in such 
splendour, be departed towards the country ; ho soon turned 
Out of the high road, and, after walking over a great deal of 
ground in the most dreadful state of mind, he arrived, towards 
the close of day, on the borders of a river He now gave himself 
up entirely to despair. He was then going to throw himself 
into the river, but he thought ho ought not to do so without 
first repeating his prayers. In order to perform this ceremony 
he went close to the hank to wash his face and hands, as was 
the custom of his country. But, as this spot was rather steep 
and the ground Ynoist from the water that had washed against 
it, ho slipped down, and would have fallen into the' river if he 
bad not been stopped by a piece of stone or rock, that projected 
about two feet from the surface. Happy was it for him too that 
ho still had with him the ring, which the Afric-an magician had 
put upon his finger when he made him go down into the 
subterraneous cavern to bring away the precious lamp. In 
grasping the piece of rook, ho rubbed the ring so strongly that 
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the aainc genius instantly appeared whom he had before seen 
in the subterraneous cavern. ‘What do you wish ?’ cried the 
genius , ’ I am ready to obey you as your slave.’ 

Aladdin was most agreeably surprised by a sight he so little 
expected ; and directly replied, ‘ Save my life, genius, a second 
time, by informing mo where the palace is which I have built, 
or by placing it again whore it was.’ ‘ What you require of 
roe , answered the genius, ‘ is beyond my abilitj" : I am only the 
slave of the ring ; you must address yourself to the slave of the 
lamp. If that be the case, then,’ replied Aladdin, ‘ at least 
transport roe to the spot whore my palace is, let it be in what 
part of the world it will ; and place me under the window of 
the Princess Badroulboudour.’ 

He had barely said this, before the genius took and transported . 
him to Africa, near a large city, and in the midst of a large 
meadow, in which the palace stood, and set him down, directly 
under the windows of the apartment of the princess, and there 

left him. All this was the work of an ‘instant. The Princess 
Badroulboudour rose that morning much earlier than she had 
yet done since she had been transported into Africa by the 
magician, whose sight she was compelled to endure every day, 
as he was master of the palace ; but she constantly treated him 
with contempt. When she was dressed, one of her women, 
looking through the lattice, perceived Aladdin, and -instantly 
ran and informed her mistress. The) princess, who would 
scarcely believe the fact, immediately went to the window and 
saw him herself. She opened the lattice the noise of which 
m.ado Aladdin raise his head. He instantly recognised her, and 
saluted her m a manner highly expressive of his joy. ‘ Lose 
not a moment’, cried the princess, ‘ they are gone to open the 
secret door-ascend this instant.’ She then shut the lattice.’ '■ 
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This secret door was directly hclow the apartment of the 
princesR. It was open, and Aladdin entered her apartment. It 
is impossible to express the joy they both felt in again seeing 
each other, after having concluded they were for ever separated. 
The princess then related to Aladdin how she had exchanged 
the old lamp for the new one, which she showed him ; and how 
on the following night she found herself in the unknown country, 
where she was now speaking to him ; and that this country was 
Afriaa, a fact she had learned from the traitor who, by his magic 
art, had transported her there- 

Aasuring her that he would rescue her soon, Aladdin then 
returned to the city. First he exchanged his clothes with those 
of a peasant, and then hought a certain powder from a merchant. 
Going once more to the palace, he entered the princess’ apartment 
by the secret door and said to her, ‘Follow my advice and this 
moment begin to adorn yourself in one of yonr most elegant 
dresses ; and, when the African magician comes, receive him in a 
friendly manner. Invite him even to snp with you, and tell him 
that you wish to taste some of the best wine this country can 
produce. On this he will not fail to leave you in order to procure 
some. While hois gone, go to the sideboard, and put this 
powder into one of the cups only which you usually drink ; set the 
Clip on one side, and tell one of your women to fill it and bring it 
to you at a certain signal, which you must e.xplain to her, warning 
her not to make any mistake. When the magician returns, and 
yon sit again down to table, make them bring you the particular 
goblet in which the powder was put, and then make an exchange 
'with him. He will find the flavour of what you give him so 
excellent that ho will not refuse it, but drink it up to the last 
drop. Scarcely shall he have emptied the cup than you wiU see 
him fall backwards. If you should feel any repugnance at drink- 
ing out of his cup, j'on need only pretend to do so, and you can 
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very easily niaiia^^e thio, taf the c!Tect of the posvclcr will ho 
riiuhlfii that ho will not Inivo time to pay any ntfontinn to who! 
yon tlo, or notice whethur you tlrink or not' 

Wlion these inattera were all arranged with the prince^J. 
Alaililin took his leave. He p.assecl tbo reranintler of the day 
the neighbourli(X«l ofthepalnco, and, as the night came on, h® 


approached the eccret door. 

The magician did not fail to make his appearance at the OjO'' 
hour, and everything fell out as Aladdin had plannerl. Ithca 
the magician had brought tlio wine, flie pniieess said, ‘ Ifcaoit 
not what is your custom ivhen friondri drink together as vro d^ 
With us in Chino each pensou presents his own goblet to th- 


other, and then they drink to each other’a health.’ At ihoBnait 
lime she proocnted the goblot she held, and put out herothet 
hand to receive Iiis. The African magician hastened to make thts 
change, ‘ Princess’, he osclnimcd before he drank, nnd holdmS 
the goblet in his hand, ‘ we Africans ought to become as refin® 
os the Chinese ; it is so gracious of you to instruct me in o JessoS 


■of Kliich I nm ignorant.’ 

The Princess Badroulboudour appeared to carry the goblet 
held to her mouth, but barely touched it with her lips, while the 
African magician did -not leave a single drop. In hnsteiiiog 
finish the cup he held his head quite back, and remained so loo? 
in that situation that the princess, who kept the goblet to her lip^i 
observed tliot liis eyes were turned up, and he in fact fell upoO 


his back without the least struggle. 

.Vladdin then entered and going to the body of the African 
magician, which ^\as lying lifeless on the sofo, ho opened his vest 
and took out the lamp. Ue rubbed it, and the genius instantly 
presented himself and made the usual speech. ‘ Genina', said 
.A.laddin, * I have called you, to command you in the name of this 
lamp, immediately to tiifco this palace and transport it to the saiaB 
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•3pot in China whence it was brought here.’ The genius, first 
showing by an inclination of his head that he would obey> 
ranished. The joarney was in fact made, and only two slight 
shocks were perceptible ; one when the palace was taken up from 
the place whore it stood in Africa, and tho other when it was set 
3own in China, opposite to the Sultan’s palace ; and this was all 
done in a very short space of lime. 

The next morning the Sultan beheld Aladdin’s palace once 
more in its former place, and, hastening to it, embraced his 
daughter, bathing his face with her tears of gladness. Aladdin^ 
calling some of his slaves, ordered tho magician’s body to be 
removed and thrown away that it might servo for beasts and birds 
to prey upon. And the Sultan, after having commanded the 
drums and other instruments to announce a public rejoicing, bad 
a festival proclaimed for ten days in honour of the return of the 
Princess Badroulboudour, of Aladdin, and of his palace. 

It was in this manner that Aladdin a second time escaped an 
almost inevitable death ; but even this was not the last ; be was 
in danger a third time. 

The African magician had a younger brother, who was not 
inferior to him in his knowledge of magic ; and it may be said 
that ho surpassed him in wicked intentions. Soon afterwards 
he discovered the fate of his brother and came to Pekin to avenge 
him On arriving at the city he learnt that there lived there a 
very holy woman named Fatima, who was honoured by all for her 
holy life and her power to cure disease. Going to her house at 
midnight, he approached her, and, after taking outa poniard he 
had by his side, he awoke her. 

On opening her eyes, poor Fatima was very much astonished at 
seeing a man, and got up, trembling y/ith fear. ‘ Fear nothing,? 
said the magician, ‘ I only want your robe ; give it me and take 
mine.’ When this ■was done, and tho magician was dressed in 
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Fatima’fl clothes, he said to her, ‘ Paint my face like yours sol^ 

I shall resemble you and the colour will not come off.’ P®'” 
then carried him into the interior of her coll, lighted herlif| 
and, taking a certain liquid in a basiu and a pencil,' she rakl 
it over his face, and assured him that it would not change, 
that there was now no difference in colour between her faces' 
his. She then x)ut upon him her own head-dress, with a f‘ 
and she instructed him how she concealed her face with i* 
walking through the city. She finished by hanging a ^ 
chaplet, round his neck, which came down nearly to his wais! 
she then put the stick she was accustomed to walk with into b 
hand, and, giving him a mirror, ‘ Look’, she said, ‘ and yon 
find that you cannot possibly resemble me more.’ AflW I'C'^* 
perfectly satisfied about his appaarnnce. he killed poor 
and threw her body into a cistern. 

The nest day be returned to the city and walked 

Aladdin’s palace. Everyone was deceived and thought that he 

was the holy woman, and a crowd followed him. 

The princess sent a slave to enquire the reason of the crowd' 
and, learning who had come, she invited the supposed FatifflS 
to enter and converse with her. She had often heard the praise' 
of the holy woman, but had never seen her. When she enterei 
the palace, the false Fatima so skilfully played her part that tbi 
princess invited her to take up her abode in the palace. When 
she had shown him her apartment, she conducted her over the 
palace and asked her her opinion of the saloon with the twenty- 
four windows. 

At this inquiry the pretended Fatima, who in older to act 
her part vWith more appearance of truth had till now kept her 
head cast down towards the ground, without over turning it ^ 
00 on oit er side, at length raised it, and looked at everything 
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-1 tliQ saloon from one end fo tlio other. When she had thoronghly 
’snmined it, she said, ‘Indeed, princess, the saloon is truly 
‘pautiful, and worthy of admiration. But, as far as a recluse can 
udge, one thing is wanting.’ What is that, my good mother ? ’ 
nquired Badroulbondour ; ‘ I entreat you to tell it mo. For my 
jart, I thought, and had also heard it said, that nothing was 
amnting ; but whatever may be deficient, I will have supplied.' 

‘ Pardon mo this liberty, princess,’ replied the still dissembling 
nagician ; * my opinion, if it can bo of any valne, is that if the 
!gg of a roc were suspended from the centre of the dome, this 
saloQon would not have its equal in any of the four quarters of 
:he globe, and your palace would be the wonder of the whole 
universe.’ 

' My good mother,’ resumed the princess, ' what kind of a 
bird is a roc, and where could the egg of one bo found ? ’ 

‘ Princess,’ answered the feigned Fatima, ‘ the roc is a bird of 
prodigious size, which inhabits the summits of Mount Canensns ; 
and the architect who designed your palace can procure you 
one.’ 

Aladdin returned on the same evening, at a time when the 
false Fatima had taken leave of the princess and bad retired 
to the apartment allotted to ' her. As soon as he entered the 
palace ho went to the apartment of the princess, to which she 
had already retired . 

The princess told him what tbo false Fatima had said and 
Aladdin at once rubbed the lamp which| he now always carried 
on his person and said, ‘ Genius it is necessary to hang the 
egg of a roc from the centre of Ibis dome in order to make it 
perfect ; I command you in the name of the lamp which I hold 
to execute this order immediately.’ 

' Aladdin' had' scarcely pronounced, these words, before the 
genius uttered so loud and, dreadful a scream that the very 

A--9 
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room shook, and Aladdin trembled so violently that ho was ready 
to fall. ‘ What ! wretch,’ exclaimed the genius, in a voice that 
would have made the most courageous man tremble, ‘ is it not 
enough that I and my companions have done everything thou 
hast chosen to command, but that thou repayest our services 
by an ingratitude that is unequalled, and commandest me to 
bring thee my master and hang him up in the midst of this 
vaulted dome? Thou deservest for this crime to be instantly 
torn to atoms, with thy wife and palace with thee. But thou 
art fortunate that the request did not originate with thee and 
that the command is not in any way thine. Learn who is the 
true author. It is no other than the brother of thy enemy, the 
African noagician, whom thou hast destroyed as ho deserved. 
Ho is in thy palace, disguised under the appearance of Fatima, , 
the holy woman, whom he has murdered; and it is he' who _ 
has suggested the idea to thy wife. His design is _to - kill thee ; 
therefore, take care of thyself.’ As the genius said this, he 
vanished. “i ' ■ ' 

Aladdin lost not a syllable of the last words the genius 
spoke. He had before heard of the holy woman Fatima, and was 
not ignorant of the manner in which she could cure a pain in the 
head. He then returned to the apartment of the princess, but 
did not mention what had happened to 'him.- Ho sat down, 
and complained of a violent pain that bad , suddenly seized his 
head, and at the same time he held liis hand up to his forehead. 
The princess directly ordered them to call the holy woman, and 
while they were gone, she related to Aladdin the manner in 
which she had induced her to come to the palace, where she 
had given her an apartment. 

The pretended Fatima came ; and as soon as she entered, 
Aladdin said to her, ‘ I am very happy, my good mother, to see 
you, and it is fortunate for me that you are here just now. 
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1 am tormented with a ylolont headache, which has not long 
attacked me. I request your assiatance ; and I hope you will 
not reluBo me that favour which you grant to who are thus 
afflicted.’ When he had said this he hont his head forward, 
and the false Fatima alao advanced, putting at the same time 
her hand upon a dagger, which was concealed in her girdle 
under her rohe. Aladdin, who watched what ahe did, seized 
her hand before she could draw it, and, piercing her to the 
heart with her own weapon, ho threw her dead upon the 
floor. 

' What have you doue, my dear husband ? ’ exclaimed the 
princess in the greatest surprise; ‘you have killed the holy 
woman.’ ‘No, no, my princess,’ answered Aladdin, without 
the least emotion, ‘ I have not killed Fatima, but a villain who 
waa going to assassinate mo if I had not prevented him.’ 

He then told her also what had happened and how be had 
discovered the plot, and ordered the body to be removed. 

It waa in this manner that Aladdin waa delivered from the 
persecution of the two magicians. A few years after the 
Sultan, being now very old, died. As he left no son, the princess 
Badroulbondour, as his legitimate heir, succeeded to the throne, 
and, of course, transferred the aupromo power to Aladdin. They 
reigned together many years, and left illustrious and numorons 
descendants. 



CHAPTER VI. 


THE HISTORY OF ALT BABA AND THE FORTY 
ROBBERS. 

In a certain town of Persia, there lived two brothers, one o 
whoEQ was called Kasim, and the other Ali Baba. Their father 
at his death, left them but a very moderate fortunate, whicl 
they dhdded between them. 

Kasim married a woman who very soon after her marria® 
became heiress to a well-furnished shop, a warehouse filled witl' 
merchandise, and considerable property in land ; he thus fonnc, 
himself on a sudden quite at his ease, and became one of th(i 
rlJbest merchants in the whole town. 

Ali Baba, on the other hand, who had taken .a wife no_richei 
than he himself was, lived in a very poor house, and had nc 
other means of gaining his livelihood than by going to cut 
wood in a neighbouring forest, and carrying it about the town 
on three asses to sell. 

Ali Baba went one day to the forest, when he perceived a 
, thick cloud of dust rising very high in the air, which appeared 
to come from the right of the spot where he was and to be 
advancing towards him. He looked at it attentively, and per- 
ceived a numerous company of men on horseback, who were 
approaching at a quick pace. 

Although that part of the country was not thought to be 
infested by robbers, Ali Baba, nevertheless, conjectured that 
these horsemen were such men. Without, therefore, at all 
■; considering what might become of his asses, his first and only 
care was to save himself. He instantly climbed up into a large 
tree, in the branches of which he concealed himself. The tree 
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itself grew at the foot of an isolated rock, considerably higher 
than the tree, and so steep that it coaid not bo easily ascended. 

The men, who appeared stout, powerful, and well-mounted, 
came up to this very rock, and there alighted. AIL Baba counted 
forty of them, and was very sure, both by their appearance and 
equipment, that they were robbers. 

Nor was he wrong in his conjecture ; for they were, in fact, 
a band of robbers, who without committing any thefts in the 
neighbourhood carried on their system of plunder at a consider- 
able distance and only bad their place of meeting in that spot ; 
what he almost immediately saw them do confirmed him in this 
opinion. Each-horseman took the bridle off bis horse, and hung 
over its head a bag filled with barley, which be had brought 
with him ; and having all fastened their horses to something, 
they took their travelling bags, which appeared eo heavy that 
Ali Baba thought they were filled with gold and silver. 

The robber wbo was nearest to him, and whom Ali Baba took 
■for their captain, came with his bag on hia shoulder close to the 
rock, at the very spot whore the tree was, in which ho had 
concealed himself. After the robber bad made his way among 
some bushes and shrubs that grew there, Ali Baba heard him 
very distinctly pronounce these words, ‘ Open, Sesame ! ’ The, 
captain of the band had no sooner spoken than a door immediate- 
ly opened ; and, after having made all his men pass before him 
and go in through the door, he entered also, and the door 
closed. 

The robbers continued within the rock for a considerable 
time ; and AH Baba was compelled to remain on the tree a'nd 
wait with patience for their departure. _ . • ■ 

At length the door opened, and the forty robbers came out ^ 
the captain, contrary to what he did when they entered, first 
m ade his appearance, .^fter he bad seen all his troop pass out 
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before him, All Baba Leard him proDouDce these words, ‘Shut, 
Sesame ! ’ Each man (ben mounted his horse, and they departed 
the same way they came. 

Ali Baba came down from the tree, and made bis way through 
the bushes till be came to the door, which they bad concealed. 
He went up to it. and called out.* Open, Sesame', when the 
door instantly flew wide open ! 

Ali Baba was much astoniehed at seeing a large spacious, 
well lighted, and vaulted room, dug out of the rock, and higher 
than a man could reach. It received its light from the fop of the 
rock which had been cut out in a similar manner. Be observed 
in it a largo quantity of provisions, numerous bales of rich 
merchandise piled up, silk stuffs, rich and valuable carpets, and 
besides all this great quantities of money, both silver and gold, 
some in heaps, and some in large leather bags placed one on 
another. At the sight of all these things, it seemed to him that 
this cave had been need not only for years, but for centuries 
as a retreat for robbers, who hod regularly succeeded each other- 
Ali Baba then went into the cave and loaded bis asses with bags 
of gold, which he concealed by covering them with wood. On 
his return he related his whole adventure to his wife but strictly 
enjoined her to keep it secret. She then went to her sister-in- 
law’s bonse to borrow a measure to ascertain the quantity of 
gold. Knowing the poverty of Ali Baba, Kasim’s wife w.as 
enrions to know what sort of grain his wife wanted , to ' measure.’ 
She therefore put some grease under the measure in such a 
manner that it could not be noticed. "When the measure was 
returned she found a piece of gold sticking to the bottom of 
it. She informed her husband, who instantly became jealous 
at the thought that Ali Baba was rich. He went to bis brother 
and AH Baba, perceiving that bis secret store was now known, 
told him everything. ^Thc next morning Kasim proceeded to- 
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tbecavo and, after feasting his eyoB with tho sight of the gold, 
he loaded ton mules with as much as ho could collect. Ho then 
wished to return, but he had forgotten the important words, 
and, instead of pronouncing ‘ Sesame ’, he said ‘ Open, barley.' 
He was struck with astonishment on perceiving that the door, 
instead of flying open, remained closed ; he named various other 
kinds of grain, all in fact but the right one, and the door did 
not move. When ho thus found himself in imminent danger, ' 
fear took entire possossion of hie mind ; the more he endeavoured, 
to recollect the word ‘ Sesame’, the more was his memory 
confused, and he remained as totally ignorant of it as if he had 
never heard the word mentioned. He paced with hasty steps 
backwards and forwards in the cave ; the riches which surrounded 
him no longer charmed him. 

The robbers returned to their cave towards noon.; and when 
they were within a short distance of it, and saw the mules 
belonging to Kasim laden with hampers standing about the 
rock, they wore much surprised. The captain with the others 
alighted, and with their sabres in their hands, wont towards the 
door, pronounced the words, and it opened. 

Kasim, who from the inside of tho cave heard the noise of 
horses, did not doubt that the robbers were arrived, and that 
his death was inevitable. Resolved, however, to attempt 
one effort to escape, he placed himself near tho door, ready '-to 
run out as soon as it should open. Tho word ‘ Sesame’, which’ 
he had in vain endeavoured to recall to his remembrance, was 
scarcely pronounced, than the door opened, and he rushed out 
with such violence, that he throw the captain on the ground. 

Ho did not, however, avoid "the other thieves, who, having their 
sabres drawn, slew him on the spot. 

The robbers were at a loss to understand how Kasim had 
entered the cave, for of course they did not know that Ali Baba 
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had overheard their secret. But to frighten any one el'io from 
approaching the cave, thej’ agreed to divide the body of Kasim 
into four quarters, and place thorn in the cave near the door, 
two quarters on one side and two ou the other ; then, leaving 
their place of retreat well secured, they mounted their horses 
and departed. 

When her husband did not return, Kasim’s wife informed 
Ali Baba. Suspecting the truth, Ali Baba went to the cave and 
found his brother’s body as the robbers had loft it. Ho made 
the four quarters into two packets, which he covered with sticks 
to conceal them, and, placing them on one of Ids asses, he took 
the road to the city. Wlien he arrived home, he left the two 
asses that were laden with gold, desiring his wife to take care 
to unload them ; and, having in a few words acquainted her 
with what had happened to Kasim, he led the other ass to 
his sister-in-law. 

Ali Baba knocked at the door, which was opened to him by 
ilorgiana. This Morgiana was a female slave, crafty and 
cunning. When he had entered the court he took oE the wood 
and the two packages from the ass, and taking the slave aside, 

‘ Morgiana’, said he, ' the first thing I have to request of you is 
secrecy. These two packets contain the body of your master, 
and we must endeavour to bury him as if had died a natural 
death. Let me speak to your mistress, and be attentive to what 
I shall say to her.’ 

Morgiana went to acquaint her mistress, and Ali Baba followed 
her. He then related to her all that had happened during his 
journey until his arrival with the body of Kasim ; ‘ Sister’, 

added he, ‘ here is a new cause of aUliction for yon. Although 
the evil is without remedy, if, nevertheless, anything can afford 
““•"ou consolation, I offer to join the small property Heaven has 
me to yours, by marrying you ; I can assure you that 
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my .wife and you will live comfortably together. If this pro- 
posal meets your approval, we must contrive to bury my, 
brother as if he had died a natural death ; and this is a 
trust which I think you may safely repose in Morgiana.’ 

The widow of Naaim agreed to his proposal, and the next 
day Morgiana, going to a seller of medicines, brought a drug 
which was held to be of great value in dangerous illness, and^ 
informed him that her master was so ill that he could neither 
speak nor eat. 

On the following day, she again went to the same drug-seller, 
and with tears in her e.yes inquired for an essence, which it was 
customary only to administer when the patient was reduced to 
the last extremity, and when few hopes were entertained of his 
life. Accordingly, as Ali Baba and his wife were seen going 
backwards and forwards to the house of Rasim, in the course of, 
the day, np one was surprised towards evening on hearing the 
piercing cries of his widow and Morgiana, which announced the 
death of Kasim. Tlien Morgiana fetched an old cobbler named 
Baba Mustapha, and brought him to Kasim’s house. When' they 
approached the house she hound his eyes so that he could not see 
whither he was going. On their arrival at the house, she' 
unbound his eyes and showed him the four pieces of Kasim’s 
body bidding him sew them up together. When he had sewn 
them up he was conducted hack to his e’lop in the same manner 
as he had come, and he was given two pieces of gold to make him 
keep silence. After this the body was placed in a coffin and 
buried with due rites. In this manner the fatal end of Kasim 
was so well concealed that no one in the city had the least sus- ■ 
picion of the affair. 

When the period of mourning was over, Ali Baba took ,up hia 
abode in Kasim’s house, and gave Kasim’s shop to his own son. 
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Baba Mnstapha then said, ‘I think I did not go further than 
this and he •was in fact exactly before the house which formerly 
belonged to Kasim, and where Ali Baba now resided. The rob- 
ber quickly made a mark on the door with some chalk, and, when 
he had taken off the handkerchief, he asked him if he knew to 
whom the house belonged. Baba Mustapha replied that he did 
not know, and, as the robber found he could gain no further in- 
telligence from him, he thanked him and took the road to the 
forest. 

Soon after the robber and Baba Mustapha had separated, 
ilorgiana had occasion to go out on some errand, and when she 
returned she observed the mark which the robber had made on 
the door of Ali Baba’s house. She stopped to consider it. ‘ What 
can this mark signify?’ thought she ; ‘has any one a spite against 
my master or has it been done only in jest ? In any case it will be 
well to use precautions.’ She therefore took some chalk, and, as 
leveral of the doors both above and below her master’s wore 
dike, she marked them in the same manner, and then went in 
without saying anything of what she had done either to her 
master or mistress. 

In this manner the robbers, when they came to the city to 
jvonge their loss,''- were foiled 'for they did not know which was 
;he right house. , 

When the troop had reassembled in the forest, the robber, who 
lad given them the information, was unaniraonsly declared 
loserving of death ; he presented bis head with firmness to him 
who advanced to sever it from his body. 

Another robber now presented himself, and requested to be 
sent on the mission. It was granted him on the same conditions 
IS before. He went to the city, bribed Baba Mustapha by the same 
manner that the first had used, and the old cobbler led him to the 
house of Ali Baba with his eyes bound. 
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The lhi?f marked it with red in a place where it would be- 

less discernible, thinking that would be a sure method o is- 

tinguishing it from those that were marked with white. a 

short time after Morgiana went out as on the preceding ay, an 

on her return the red mark did not escape her keen eye. 

reasoned as before, and did not fail to make a similar red ma 

on the neighbouring doors. j i • f 

Thus the robbers were again unsuccessful and the second thie 
met the same fate at the hands of his companions. 

The captain now undertook the business himself. He wen 
to the city and, with the assistance of Baba Mustapha, he oun 
the house of Ali Baba, but instead of making marks on it he 
examined it so thoroughly that at last he was certain he cou 
not mistake it. 

Returning to the cave ho bade his comrades collect thirty- 
eight large leather jars. One he filled with oil and in each of t e 
others he placed a robber. He then disguised himself as ^ 
oil merchant, and taking the jars on mules, repaired to Ali Bahas 
bouse. Pretending that be was a stranger who had come a ong j 
distance to sell his oil, he asked Ali Baba to give him shelter 
for the night, and Ali Baba, not recognising him, agreed. After 
supper he went to the court, where the jars were, on the pretest 
of seeing to his mules and said to his men, ' When I throw some 
pebbles from the chamber where I am to he lodged, open the .jar 
with the knife you' are furnished with, and come out ; I shall ihs 
with you immediately after.’ This being done, be returned and, 
when he got to the kitchen-door, Morgiana took a light and . 
conducted him to the chamber she had prepared for him. 

Shortly afterwards Morgiana needing some more oil for her ' 
tamp, and, having none in the house, thought she would take a 
little out of one of the jars ; but no sooner bad she reached d 
than the thief who was concealed within, thinking her to he hiS 
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captain, said in a low voice, ‘ Is it time ? ’ Any other slave but 
Llorgiana would have been thrown of! her guard by such an 
astounding circumstance, but she collected her thoughts, and with 
'great presence of mind, assuming the manner of the captain, 
answered, ‘ Not yet, but presently,’ She went to each jar with a 
like result till she came to the last which contained the oil. She 
filled her oil can from this jar, and returned to the kitchen, and 
after lighting lifer lamp she took a large kettle and filled it with 
oil from the jar. This done, she put it on the fire until the oil 
boiled. She then took the kettle and poured into each jar 
'sufiicient boiling oil to scald the robber to death. She then blew 
>out her lamp, determined to wait quietly and see what would 
^follow. 

i Morgiana had scarcely waited a quarter of an hour when the 
Aptain of the robbers awoke. He got up, and, opening the 
rlntlow, gave the signal by throwing the pebbles on the jars. 
Iv \stened, but, hearing nothing, ho became uneasy, and threw 
tOme pebbles down a second, and even a third time. He then 
lesconded into the court in the utmost alarm, and, approaching 
he first jar, ho smelt a strong scent of hot and burning oil issuing 
rom the jar. Ho proceeded to the next jar, and to all in succes- 
lion, and discovered that all his men bad shared the same fate, 
dortified at his failure he jumped over the garden gate, and 

'oing from ono garden to another he made his escape. 

i 

When Morgiana perceived that all was still and silent, and 
(hat the captain of the thieves did not return, she concluded 
)at he had decamped ; and overjoyed at having so well eucceod- 
ll in securing the safety of the whole family, she at length 
iSired to bed. 

i-J 

The next morning Morgiana told Ali Baba all that had 
appened. Ali Baba rewarded her with her liberty for the 
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service she faact-'/,. ill the dead robbers in his garden 

60 that these events mighl^n^t be known. 

The robber captain, however, was still determined to kill 
Baba. ‘ ^ 

The next morning he awoke at an early hour, put on a dress 
suitable to a design he had formed, and repaired to the city, 
where be took a lodging in a khan. Ashe supposed that whof 
had happened in the house of Ali Baba might have become . 
generally known, he asked the host if there were any new- I 
stirring ; in reply to which the host talked on a variety of subjects, 
but none relating to what he wished to hear. By this he con- 
cluded that All Baba had kept the event profoundly secret. 

He then assnmed the name of Khwaja Hussain and set up a 
shop exactly opposite the one which had belonged to , Kasim and^ 
was now occupied by Ali Baba's son. 

In this way he contrived to makedrieudship with Ali BabaV 
son, and the latter one day invited him to supper at his fatberV 
house. ‘ I am much obliged by your invitation’, said Khwaja, ‘ but 
I beg you to excuse me as I have a particular reason for declining 
the honour.’ 

‘ Wliat might this reason be, sire,' resumed Ali Baba, ' might 
I take the liberty of asking you? ’ ‘ I do not refuse to toll it 
wifi Khwiija Hassain. ‘It is this; I never cat of any dish 
that has salt in it. * If this be your only reason,’ replied Ah 
Baba, ‘ it need not deprive me of the honour of . yois*' 
company at sapper. la the first place, the bread which W 
eaten in my house does not contain any salt ; and as for 
meat nud other dishes, I promise yon tliero shall be none^ 
thoto which are Served before yon.' Ali Baba went int<r-d»' 
kitchen, and desired Morgiana not to put any salt to the ine^ 

she was going to serve for supper. ‘ 
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This Blrango request made ' . and, when 

eho carried in tlio dishes for supj she looked carefully at the 
pretended Kbwaja, and soon recognised him as the robber captain 
and saw that he had a dagger concealed under his robe. 
Sho then dressed horaelf like a dancer, put on a head-dress suit- 
able to that character, and wore a girdle round her waist of silver 
gilt, to which she fastened a dagger made of the same metal. 
Her face was covered by a very handsome mask. She then 
obtained permission to dance before the company, and performed 
her part so admirably that all were delighted. 

After having performed several dances, with equal grace and 
agility, she at length drew out the dagger, and dancing with it 
in her hand, sho surpassed all sho had yet done, by her light 
movements ; sometimes presenting the dagger as it to strike, and 
at others holding it to her own bosom, protending to stab horaelf. 
At length, as if out of breath, sho Wok a.taborfrora'another 
slave with her loft hand, and holding the dagger in her right, 
she prosentod the tabor with the hollow part upwards to’Ali 
Baba, in imitation of the dancers by professiou, who make .uso 
of this practice to excite the liberality of tho spectators. 

Ali Baba threw a piece of gold into tho tabor. Morgiaha then 
presented it to his sou, who followed Iiia father’s example. Kbwaja 
Hussain, who saw that she was advancing towards him for the 
same purpose, bad already taken bis purse from his bosom to' 
contribute his present, and was putting his hand in it, when 
Morgiana plunged tho dagger into his heart so deep that the 
life-blood streamed from tho wound, whoa sho withdrew it. 

Ali Baba and his son, terrified at this action, uttered a loud 
cry. ' Wretch ! ’ ovclairaod Ali Baba, ‘ what hast thou done ! 
Thou hast ruined mo and my family for ever ! ' 

‘ What I have done,’ replied Morgiana, ‘ is not for your ruin, 
but for your preservation.’ Then opening Khwaja Hussain's robe 
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to shew AH Baba tho- dagger which was concealed under it, 
‘ See continued she, ‘ the cruel enemy you had do deal with ; 
examine Ids countenance attontivoly, and you will recognise the 
pretended oil-merchant and tho captain ol the forty robbers. 
Do you not recollect that ho refused to cat salt with yon ? Ho 
had sworn to kill and foi that reason would not touch aalt in 
your house.’ Perceiving that Morgiana bad thus saved his life 
a second time AH Baba was so grateful to her that he married 
his sou to her, and the two lived happily together. 

For a year AH Baba did not go again to the cave lest he should 
meet any of the remaining thieves. Then, one day, making tho 
journey to the place he concluded, from tho slate in which 
he found it, that no one bad been in it since the pretended 
Khwaja Hnssain had opened his shop in the city. 

He therefore knew that the whole troop of robber^ war cs 
terminated, and that h<fwas the only person in the whole world' 
who was acq^uainted with the secret for entering the cave ', and 
consequently, that the immense treasure it contained was entirely 
at bis disposal. He had provided himself with a large box, and 
bo filled it with as much gold os bis horse could carry, after 
which he returned to the city, 

, From that time AH Baba and his eon, whom be took to the 
cave and taught the secret to enter it, and after them their 
descendants, who were also entrusted With the important 
secret,' enjoying fhei riches with moderation, lived in great 
splendour, and where honoured with the most dignified situa- 
tions in the city. 



CHAPTER VJI 

THE HISTORY OF THE LITTLE HUNCHBACK. 

In the city of Kasbgar, which in^sitnoted near the farther 
extremity of Great Tartary, there fonncrly lived a tailor, who 
had a very beautiful wife, whom ho loved dearly. One day, 
while ho was at work in bis shop, a little hunchbacked fellow 
came and sat down at the door, and began playing on a timbrel, 
which he accompanied with his voice. The tailor was so much 
pleased with the performance, that ho shut up his shop and took 
him homo with him to entertain his wife. 

They were no sooner arrived, than the tailor’s wife, who had 
already set out the table, as it was near snppcr-time, placed upon 
it a very nice dish of fish, which she had been dressing. They 
all three (hen sat down ; but in eating the littlo hunchback had 
the misfortune to swallow a large fish-bone, which stuck fast in 
his throat, and almost instantly choked him, before the tailor 
or bis wife conld do anything. They were both most dreadfully 
frightened at this accident ; for as it happened in their house 
they bad great reason to fear it might come to the knowledge of 
some of the officers of justice, who would punish them as 
murderers ; the husband, however, thought of an expedient to got 
rid of the dead body. ai' 

Ho recollected that there lived in his neighbourhood a 
physician who was a Jew, and bo loitnad a plan which be 
directly began to carry out. Be and his wife took up the body, 
one by the bead and the other by the feet, and carried it to the 
physician’s house. They knocked at the door, which was at the 
bottom of a steep and narrow flight of stairs, that led to his 
apartment. A maid-servant immediately came down without 

A-10 
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even slaying for a Itglil, and opening the door asked them' what 
they wanted, ‘ I will thank yon to go and toll your master,’ said 
the tailor, ‘ that wo have brought him a patient, who is very ill,, 
and for whom wo request his advice. Stop,' added he, bolding 
out a piece of money in his band, ‘ give him this in advance, 
that be may be assured ho will not labour for nothing.’ At bile 
the Servant went back to inform her master, the Jewish physician, 
of this good nowa, the tailor imd his wife quickly carried the 
body of Uio little hunchback upstairs, left him close to tile door, 
and returned home as fast as possible. 

In the meantime the servant went and told the physician that 
a man and a woman were waiting for him at the door, and 
requested him to go down to soo a sick pereon whom they 
had brought for that purpose. She then gave him the money 
she bad received from the tailor, ‘ Srlag a light directly,’ cried 
bo .to the girl, ‘ and follow me.’ Having said this, he ran to- 
words the staircase in such a hurry that he did not wait for the 
light ; and encountering the littlo hunebback, he gave him such 
a blow with his foot, that it seat him from the top of the stairs 
to the bottom ; and he bad some dilSculty to prevent himself 
from following him. ‘ Why don’t you corns with the light ? ’ 
he called out to the servant. She at last appeared, and they 
went down stairs. When the physician found that what had rolled 
downstairs turned out to be a dead man, he was much alarmed 
at the sight. ‘ Wretch that lam !’ cvclaimed he, ‘ why did I 
not wait for the light ? why did I go down in the dark ? I 
have completely killed the sick man whom they brought to 
me.’ 

Notwithstanding the perplexity he was in, he took the 
precaution to shut his door, for fear that as anyone passed along 
the street they might discover the unfortunate accident, of which 

1 
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■ho believed biaiself to be the Cauee. Ho took up the body and 
carried it into his wife’s apartment. 

r The physician and his wife then consulted together upon the 

'best means of ridding themselves of the body during the night; 
The wife at length said, ‘ A thought occurs to me. Let us take 
the corpse up to the terrace of our house, and let him down 
the chimney into that of our neighbour’s, the Mussalmau.’ 

This Mussalman was one of the Sultan’s purveyors, and 
it was his office to furnish oil, butter, and all other 
articles of a similar kind. His warehouse for these things 
vas in his dwelling-house. So tiiey ' took the little 
lunchback and carried him to the roof of the house, and,' 
■ aving first fastened a cord under his arms, they let him gently 
uown the chimney into the purveyor’s apartment. They managed- 
this so adroitly that he remained standing on his feet against 
the wall, exactly as if he were alive. They had hardly gone, 
down from the terrace, and retired to their chamber, when the 
purveyor went into his. He was just returned from a wedding 
feast, and he had a lantern in his hand. He was very’ much 
surprised at seeing, by means of this light, a man standing 
up in the chimney ; but as he was naturally brave and courage- 
ous, .and as ho thought it was a thief, he seized hold of a 
large stick, with which he .attacked the hunchback, and gave, 
him many hard blows. The body at last fell down with its 
face on the giound. Perceiving then that it was a dead man. 
fear succeeded to rage. ‘ What have I done,’ he exclaimed,, 
'‘Alas, I have carried ray imageance too far’. He remained, 
iiale and confounded, and imagined he already saw the officers 
of justice coming to conduct him to his punishment. Collecting 
his thoughts, however, he took the body of the hunchback upon 
jhis ■ shoulders, went out of his chamber, and walked 'into-tbe 
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neck of the purveyor. But at the very instant that he was going 
to complete the punishment, he heard the voice of the Jewish 
^physician, who desired them to stop the execution that instant 
that he might come and take his place at the foot of the 
gallows. 

‘ Sir,’ said he, as soon as he was come before the judge, ‘ this 
man whom you are about to hang does not deserve to die ; I 
alone am the guilty wretch He then narrated what he -had 
done the night before. 

.As soon as the magistrate was convinced that the Jewish 
physician was the true murderer, he ordered the executioner to 
seize him and set the purveyor at liberty. The cord ,waB round 
the neck of the physician, and he had hardly a momeut to live, 
when the voice of the tailor was heard, entreated the e.xecu- 
tioner not to proceed, while he made his way to the judge and 
said, ’ You have been very near, sir, causing the death of three 
innocent persons ; but if you will have the patience to listen to 
me, you shall be informed of the true murderer of the hunch- 
back. It his death ouglit to be expiated by that of another 
person, mine is the one to be taken.’ He then narrated how the 
hunchback had died and had been left at the door of the physician. 

‘ Let the physician then depart,’ said the magistrate, ‘ and hang 
the tailor, since he confesses the crime.’ When the executioner 
had set the physician at liberty, he put the cord round the 
tailor’s neck.^ 

At this moment a messenger arrived from the Sultan, who had 
’ just learnt of these strange events, and informed the judge that 
bis master ordered all these accused persons to be brought into 
his presence. 

.As soon as they were come into the presence of the Sultan, 
thojudge prostrated himself at his feet, and when ha got iip he 
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detailed all the circumstances. ' lias any one of you,’ said the Sol- 
tan,' over heard a more wonderful adventure than this which has- 
now happened to the hunchback, my buffoon ? ’ The Christian 
merchant, having fir.st prostrated himself so low at the Sultan’s 
feet that his head touched the ground, then spoke as follows 
‘ Powerful monarch, I think I am acquainted with a still more 
surprising history than that which you have iust beard recited, 
aud, if your Majesty will grant me permission, I will relate it.’ 
The Sultan having permitted him to speak, he began his story in 
these words ; — 

THE STORY TOLD BY THE CHRISTIAN MEROOANT. 

‘ Before I begin, sire, the account to which your Majesty hat 
consentefl to listen, I must, if you please, remark that I did not 
have the honour of being born in any spot within the limits of 
your omiiire. I am a stranger, a native of Cairo in Egypt, and 
by religion a Christian. ' My father w.as by profession a broker, 
and had amassed a considerable fortune, wbiob, when bo died, he 
left to me. I followed his example, and pursued the same line of 
business. In the course of my business I made acquaintance with 
a young merchant, and, becoming intimate with him, invited him 
to my house to feast. When the repast was served we sat down 
to table. The very first morsel ho took, I observed that he ate 
was with bis left hand, and I continued all the time to be much 
astonished at never seeing him make use of his right. I knew 
not what to think of it. ‘ From the very first moment,’ I said 
to myself, ‘ that I have known this merchant, I have always seen 
him behave with the greatest politeness, and it is impossible that 
be can act thus out of contempt for me. What can be the reason 
of his making no use of his right hand ? ’ This matter conti* 
nued to puazle extremely. 

When the repast was over, and my servants bad cleared every- 
thing away and left the room, 1 asked the merchant the reason 
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of his strange conduct,and he spoke as follows : — ‘ I must in 
the first place inform you that I am a native of Baghdad. 
My father was extremely rich, and ono of the most eminent men in 
that city. When I grew up, I was struck with the accounts, 
which many people who had travelled in that country gave of the 
wonderful and extraordinary things in Egypt, and particularly in 
Cairo, and when my father died I resolved to go there. I directly 
employed a large sum of money in the purchase of different sorts 
of the fine stuffs and manufactures of Baghdad and Mosul, and 
began my travels. 

When I arrived at Cairo I distributed my goods among various 
merchants to sell, and it became my habit to pass the morning 
sometimes with one merchant and sometimes with another. 

One Monday, while I was sitting m one of these merchants’ 
shops, whoso name was Badruddin, a lady of distinction, followed 
jy a female slave neatly attired, entered the same shop, and sat 
down close to me. Her external appearance prejudiced me very 
much in her favour, and excited a great desire in me to know 
more of her than I did. At length I obtained a glimpse of her 
face, which completed her conquest over me. 

After she had conversed some time with the merchant upon ' 
different subjects, she told him that she desired some particular 
stuff. The merchant showed her what she wished but on his 
refusal to allow her to take it on credit, she left the shop in great 
anger. 

I then offered to assist her and ordered the merchant to give 
l^er the stuff on the security of the goods, which I had entrusted 
:o him to sell. The lady then expressed her obligation to me. 

This gave me courage, and I said to her, ‘ Suffer me, then! 
madam, only to see your face, as a return for the far-our yon say 
i have done yon.’ At these words she turned herself towards me, 
md, lifting up the muslin which covered her face, she displayed 
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Page 195. Urns— round vessels with feet. In some countries 
were used to contain the ashes of the dead. . 

„ 196. Pedestals— a pedestal is the'^base which supports a pi ^ 

or statue. 

Satin— a soft closely-woven silk with a glossy surface. 

Hake this preelous aequisition-obtain this valua 
thing. 

., 197. Suddenly a boat appeared -this account resembles m 

some ways the old Greek tales of Charon, the ferryman 
who conveyed the souls of the dead across the river 
Stys to the infernal regions. 

Musk— a strong perfnme obtained from the male musk-deer. 
a hornless deer of Central Asia. 

. Ambar— a fossil resin of yellowish colour, found chiefly o® 

the shores of the Baltic and Adriatic seas. By fr*® 
tion it becomes strongly electrified. It has a lustre an 
is used in making ornaments. 

„ 198. Hath been summoned away by the angel of death— 

a figurative expression for ‘ bas'died.’ 

„ 199. Unsullied- nnatained. 

Tarnish— stain, spot. 

„ 200. Vault — an underground chamber with an arched 
supported on pillars if it is big. 

Subdue his Inclinations— control his desires. , 


CHAPTER IX 

., 101. Feast of the New Year— this feast occurs in September, 

It is the chief festival of the Zoroastrian religion and 
is observed by the Parsis in India. 

Pommel— the high part in the front of a s.add!c. 

„ 102. The Intrusion of which he had been'guilty— Uis rude- 

ness in entering her apartment without leave. To 
intrude is to entera room v;ithout the consent ot the 
occupant. 
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Imparted to me—given to mo. 

204. Contracted something of, that enchantment— she has 

herself also been enchanted because she came on an 
enchanted horse. 

Of a delicious fragrance— having a very good smell. 

205. Confinement— imprisonment. 

' CHAPTER X 

206. Olives — the olive tree chiefly grows round the Mediter- 

ranean, and is cultivated for its oil as well as its 
fruit. 

207. Crevice— a small crack or hole in a wall. 

208. Who personated this character— who pretended to he 

All Khoja. 

Replied in the allirmative— said “yes.” Of. replied in 
the negative ; said ‘ No.’ 

209. Protest against the testimony -say tiiat the evidence 

given by the merchants was not true. 

Pronounced so just a sentence— given such a just deci- 
sion and ordered such a just punishment. 


--pjj]^T7jTu5izr:rAI.I SHAH at the ^iationa^ frcfs, Allahabad. 



